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PREFACE

This symposium is the fifth in a series of symposia on the establishment, management, and utilization
of black walnut. The first symposium, “Black Walnut Culture”, was held in 1966 in Carbondale,
fllinois. Its purpose was to make available to walnut growers "some ways to increase the growth and
improve the quality of walnut timber.” The second symposium, “Black Walnut as a Crop”, also was
held in 1973 in Carbondale, lllinois. Its purpose was to present state-of-the-art information on all
phases of walnut culture. The third symposium, “Black Walnut for the Future”, was held in 1981 in
West Lafayette, Indiana. Their goal also was to “summarize current information on walnut to establish
the direction for future research for the next several years.” The fourth symposium, “The Continuing
Quest for Quality”, was held again in 1989 in Carbondale, lllinois. This symposium followed the past
tradition of bringing together experts and walnut managers to discuss the current state-of-the-art
knowledge on culture and utilization of black walnut. The fifth symposium continued this tradition by
inviting experts knowledgeable in their respective fields to present current information and prepare
papers for this proceedings. It was the goal of this symposium to provide a forum for the exchange of
knowledge and ideas while identifying the opportunties for increased use of special forest products
and expand opportunities for nut culture and agroforestry practices.
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trade names, pesticides, fertilizers, and other chemicals within the articles does not constitute an
endorsement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture or any of the sponsors of this symposium.
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BLACK WALNUT, AGROFORESTRY, AND NUT PRODUCTION

Senator Kit Bond’

A hearty welcome and greeting to those from
near and far who have come to Missouri for the
Walnut Council Meeting and Fifth Black Walnut
Symposium. I thank the organizers for asking
me to share some views with you, and I con-
gratulate the Site Selection Committee for mak-
ing the right choice. The Walnut Council has
played a critical role since its formation in the
late 1960’s, in promoting black walnut and in
furthering our understanding of this valuable
species.

As a servant in government, I find one of the
most invigorating things to be given is the oppor-
tunity to speak about something you actually
know something about. Seriously, though, I look
forward to being able to speak about something
with which I have direct first hand knowledge
and experience and appreciation. Staff has
reported to me that I have an unofficial reputa-
tion as being the Senate’s “tree nut”. In the
United States Senate, that’s about as good a
label as one could hope for.

I have planted black walnut trees on my property
in Mexico, Missouri, and I know that they will be
the best long-term investment I can make. Black
walnut is the most valuable tree species in the
U.S., and is an important component of eastern
hardwood forests. Missouri is one of the leading
states in wood production and leads the nation
in walnut nut processing. Hammons Products
Company in Stockton, Missouri, who [ under-
stand you will be visiting tomorrow, is the num-
ber one processor of black walnut meat.

I have reviewed the agenda for the coming days.

I pay tribute to the many participants, but I want
to specifically recognize Gene Garrett from the
University of Missouri. Gene is a friend, advisor,
pioneer, and “co-conspirator” in pursuit of ad-
vancing agroforestry in this nation. Thanks to
the hard work of Gene and others attending this
conference, 1 think we are making great strides in
advancing the profile of agroforestry. Trying to

1 Senator Kit Bond, Russell Office Building,
Room 267, Washington, DC 20510.

promote a new idea in its infant stages is a
formidable task, and I look forward to the chal-
lenges that lie ahead.

Agroforestry technologies, as most know, include
windbreak systems, riparian buffer systems,
streambank bioengineering, alley cropping, tree
and pasture systems, waste disposal systems,
and forest farming. From my perspective in
Washington, where one side strenuously argues
“X”, and the other side argues “Y”, agroforestry
represents one of those rare opportunities where
both sides can be satisfied. We have spent
considerable time and energy over the previous
years arguing how to promote good stewardship
and conservation in a way that is not economi-
cally destructive to small businesses and land-
owners. Agroforestry actually holds the promise
of offering clean air, clean water, and wildlife
benefits with a financial incentive.

To advance this, we have secured authorization
and appropriations for research. The 1990 Farm
Bill created the National Agroforestry Center, and
I have worked very hard with Senator Kerry from
Nebraska in supporting the necessary funding to
keep the program viable. Late last year, when
the USFS cut their budget by over 50%, we called
in the USFS Chief, and after 45 minutes, we got
an extra 100,000 dollars of the cut restored to
the program. It looks as though this year there
will be no further cut to the program. Bill
Rietveld, who heads up the center, has done a
terrific job there, and is a forceful and knowl-
edgeable proponent of agroforestry. Under Bill's
direction, the center continues to do valuable
research and coordinate important technical
outreach efforts.

I have always been amazed that today’s farmers,
sophisticated enough to increase production year
after year, who now use computers and Global
Positioning Systems to apply chemicals, are gun-
shy when presented with the idea of planting
some of their CRP ground, or other marginal
ground, or riverine areas with trees such as
black walnut. These farmers will say: “I don't
know how to plant them.” [ am convinced that
these people could grow anything they decide to



grow, and there is no reason they shouldn’t be
muore involved in reforesting our countryside.

Gene works for the University of Missouri but
spends a great deal of time working cooperatively
with the Agricultural Research Service’s, South
Central Family Farm Research Center in Arkan-
sas to develop a research and technology transfer
program to provide additional income alternative
opportunities for the family farm. Congress
added a significant increase in funding for this
project last year, and we think we can maintain
that level this year. This year, we have also
included language in the appropriations bill
which funds the Environmental Protection
Agency that urges them to incorporate
agroforestry into their strategy to mitigate
nonpoint source pollution. Furthermore, an
agroforestry floodplain initiative has been dis-
cussed by the USFS to identify frequently-flooded
areas in river bottoms where farmers now plant
crops that are vulnerable to floods and replace
crop production with agroforestry systems. I am
very excited about this idea which has a height-
ened level of public and private benefits given the
sensitive position in the watershed and the
economic losses caused by flooding in recent
years.

Last week in Washington, a follow up interagency
meeting of the USDA's Sustainable Agriculture
Working Group met to discuss the formation of
specific ways to make agroforestry more visible
within USDA and to discuss how to identify
specific missions and sources of funding to
promote agroforestry utilization. The group is
made up of folks from EPA, ARS, U.S. Forest
Service, the Natural Resources and Conservation
Service, and the Cooperative State Research
Education and Extension Service. I am very
excited that we seem to be getting some traction
on this issue. [ think if we can keep at it, we can
advance many of these concepts that are of
mutual interest to us advocates. Concepts that
will benefit the bottom line for property owners,
provide valuable commodities to consumers at a
competitive price, and improve our nation’s
environment. There are agroforestry provisions
contained in three separate appropriation bills,
and [ urge each of you to continue to build upon
the work that is already done to further advance
this initiative.

Again, I welcome you to Missouri, and I thank
you for this opportunity to speak. Iregret that I
have to join you by means of a videotape, but I
look forward to hearing reports from the confer-
ence in the coming days.






