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S u r f a c e  mining began i n  Southwest V i r -  
g i n i a  i n  t h e  mid-194OQs, however, few o r  no 
r e c o r d s  were k e p t  b e f o r e  1950 and i t  was n o t  
u n t i l  1966 t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  V i r g i n i a  rec lamat ion  
law was passed.  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1968, t h e  
D i v i s i o n  of Mined Land Reclamation was c r e a t e d  
and t r e e  p l a n t i n g  began on a  uniform b a s i s  
i n  V i r g i n i a  s u r f a c e  mines. 

Table  1. --Tree S e e d l i n g  In£ ormation Report  
c a l e n d a r  

OpErat ing  
Perpita A c r e s  Acres 

B&r 

P ~ 1 . h e d  
Tree 

Year Issued Disturbed S e t d l i o ~ .  

- 
1966 
Coal  m 

1967 
Coal  m c  

1968 
C a d  m c  

1969 
C o a l  m I c  

1970 
co.1 m c  

1971 
C a l l  m c  

1972 
Coal  mrc 

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  however, t r e e  p l a n t i n g  was 
one of t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a l  rec lamat ion  techni -  
ques on c o a l  s u r f a c e  mined l a n d s  and many 
p l a n t i n g s  were done p r i o r  t o  1968 by v a r i o u s  
c o a l  o p e r a t o r s ,  S o i l  Conservat ion S e r v i c e  
personne l ,  pe rsonne l  of t h e  V i r g i n i a  D i v i s i o n  
of F o r e s t r y  and o t h e r s .  The much used prac- 
t i c e  of sowing b l a c k  l o c u s t  seed on e a r l i e r  
rec lamat ion  a r e a s  should a l s o  be noted.  

1973 
Coal  m c  

From a lowly beginning t h e n  i n  1968 of 
1,000 t r e e  s e e d l i n g s  p lan ted ,  t o  a  h igh  of 
j u s t  over  f o u r  m i l l i o n  s e e d l i n g s  p lan ted  i n  
1975, and 1980's  t o t a l  through June  of 76,000 
t r e e  s e e d l i n g s  p l a n t e d ,  t h e  c o a l  s u r f a c e  min- 
i n g  o p e r a t o r s  of V i r g i n i a  have cont inued t o  
p l a n t  s e e d l i n g s .  (Table 1 ) .  The d e c r e a s e  
from 1975 t o  1980 c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  a  c o r r e s -  
ponding d e c r e a s e  i n  ac reage  d i s t u r b e d  due  
t o  decreased  mining a c t i v i t y  because of a  
depressed  c o a l  market and /or  i n c r e a s e d  re- 
g u l a t  ion .  

1977 
Coal  
m c  OL-IVA 

1979 
Coal  
m OL-IVA 

Curren t  permi t  f i g u r e s  a l s o  r e f l e c t  a  
r e c e n t  t r e n d  towards a  p o s t  mine land  use  of 
hay and/or  p a s t u r e .  



As of t he  58 su r f ace  mine permits  is- 
sued thus  f a r  i n  1980, f i f t e e n  have request-  
ed a hay and/or pas tu re  type pos t  mine land 
use. This compares wi th  twelve of 248 per- 
m i t s  i s sued  i n  a l l  of 1979. 

During t h e  pas t  f i v e  years ,  t h e  V i rg in i a  
Divis ion  of Mined Land Reclamation has a l s o  
pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  t h e  f ede ra l ly  funded Aban- 
doned Land Reclamation Program wi th  t h e  Ten- 
nessee Valley Authori ty.  This program was 
designed t o  provide f o r  i n t ens ive  t r e e  and 
shurb p lant ing ,  seeding and l imi t ed  regrad- 
ing  of abandoned mine lands ,  mined and aban- 
doned before  t h e  s t a t e s  involved passed sur-  
f ace  mining and reclamation laws. This would 
provide long term s o i l  s t a b i l i z a t i o n ,  blend 
the  "orphan" land with t he  surrounding land- 
scape and provide add i t i ona l  b e n e f i t s  of 
f o r e s t  and w i l d l i f e  production. 

Thus from i t s  i n i t i a t i o n  i n  1975 u n t i l  
i ts termination on August 10, 1980, t h i s  
program provided f o r  t he  p l an t ing  of appro- 
ximately 3,650,000 t r e e  and shrub seedl ings  
wi th  an approximate pro jec ted  45-50 percent  
su rv iva l  r a t e .  

The Division of Mined Land Reclamation 
is  indebted f o r  t h e  pas t  cooperat ion of t h e  
Virg in ia  Division of Fores t ry ,  t h e  S o i l  Con- 
s e rva t ion  Service ,  coa l  mine opera tors ,  t h e  
U. S. Fores t  Service and t h e i r  experimental 
s t a t i o n s ,  and o thers  f o r  t h e i r  continued 
cooperat ion i n  t h e  t r e e  p l an t ing  program. 

It is  hoped a s  t h i s  cooperat ive e f f o r t  
continues on coa l  su r f ace  mined land where 
f o r e s t r y  is  designated a s  t he  post  mine land 
use, we w i l l  t r u l y  be involved i n  r e fo re s t a -  
t i on ,  not  j u s t  t r e e  p l an t ing  f o r  reclamation 
on Vi rg in i a  su r f ace  mined lands.  




