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Current permit figures also reflect a
recent trend towards a post mine land use of
hay and/or pasture.

37



As of the 58 surface mine permits is-
sued thus far in 1980, fifteen have request-
ed a hay and/or pasture type post mine land
use. This compares with twelve of 248 per-
mits issued in all of 1979.

During the past five years, the Virginia
Division of Mined Land Reclamation has also
participated in the federally funded Aban-
doned Land Reclamation Program with the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority. This program was
designed to provide for intensive tree and
shurb planting, seeding and limited regrad-
ing of abandoned mine lands, mined and aban-
doned before the states involved passed sur-
face mining and reclamation laws. This would
provide long term soil stabilization, blend
the "orphan" land with the surrounding land-
scape and provide additional benefits of
forest and wildlife production.

Thus from its initiation in 1975 until
its termination on August 10, 1980, this
program provided for the planting of appro-
ximately 3,650,000 tree and shrub seedlings
with an approximate projected 45-50 percent
survival rate.

The Division of Mined Land Reclamation
is indebted for the past cooperation of the
Virginia Division of Forestry, the Soil Con~
servation Service, coal mine operators, the
U. S. Forest Service and their experimental
stations, and others for their continued
cooperation in the tree planting program.

It is hoped as this cooperative effort
continues on coal surface mined land where
forestry is designated as the post mine land
use, we will truly be involved in reforesta-
tion, not just tree planting for reclamation
on Virginia surface mined lands.
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