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The S t a t e  Division of Fores t ry  has been a c t i v e l y  con- 
cerned wi th  mined land reclamation f o r  25 years.  The re- 
s u l t s  show t h a t  succes s fu l  i n t roduc t ion  of f o r e s t  t r e e  seedl-  
i ngs  can be ca r r i ed  out  on those a r eas  t h a t  r equ i r e  revegeta- 
t i o n .  Early experimental work has a s s i s t e d  i n  developing 
s tandards  and procedures f o r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  work on these  
lands.  Cooperative e f f o r t s  between t h e  Division of Fores t ry  
and the  Division of Mined Land Reclamation and o the r  S t a t e  
resource  agencies has r e su l t ed  i n  exce l l en t  f i e l d  cooperat ion 
and applied techniques. 

The Virg in ia  Division of Fores t ry  has 
been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  of 
s t r i p  mined a reas  i n  Southwestern Virg in ia  
s ince  1955. T r i a l  p l an t ings ,  d i r e c t  seeding 
and n a t u r a l  seeding occurrences have been 
e s t ab l i shed  and/or monitored. Grasses 
and shrubs a s  w e l l  a s  t r e e  spec i e s  were 
evaluated i n  cooperat ion with t he  S o i l  Con- 
s e rva t ion  Service  and the  Division of Mined 
Land Reclamation. 

Our current  r o l e  is  t o  provide a s s i s -  
tance  t o  t he  Division of Mined Land Reclama- 
t i o n  i n  spec ies  s e l e c t i o n ,  p l an t ing  proced- 
u r e s  and nursery production. Division nur- 
s e r i e s  cont rac t  t he  production of f o r e s t  
t r e e  seedl ings  t o  meet annual p lant ing  re- 
quirements est imated by Division of Mined 
Land Reclamation. Grading, packing, s torage  
and de l ive ry  of requested spec ies  assures  a 
supply of seedl ing  s tock  t o  meet i nd iv idua l  
orders.  Both Virg in ia  Division of Fores t ry  
nu r se r i e s  and the  Abingdon D i s t r i c t  Office 
coordinate f i e l d  program needs. 

The D i s t r i c t  Office has  a s s i s t e d  
Mined Land Reclamation i n  developing 
p l an t ing  guide l ines  f o r  s p e c i f i c  spec ies .  
Recognition is  a l s o  given t o  necessary 
eros ion  con t ro l  and s o i l  s t a b i l i z a t i o n .  
Evaluation of t he  e a r l y  p l an t ings  has 
provided exce l l en t  guide l ines  f o r  successfu l  
p lant ing  p ro j ec t s  today. A knowledge of 
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s o i l  and site c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  has a l s o  been 
use fu l  i n  determing proper spec i e s  s e l e c t i o n .  
Demonstration and t r a i n i n g  se s s ions  have been 
ca r r i ed  out  f o r  new plant ing  crews and Mined 
Land Reclamation f i e  l d  supervisors .  Well 
planted t r e e  seedl ings  a r e  t he  key t o  good 
su rv iva l  and hea l thy  s tands .  

The Divis ion ' s  r o l e  has been one of a  
consul tan t  t o  Mined Land Reclamation. It 
has  been a very b e n e f i c i a l  exposure f o r  both 
agencies. We have learned something use fu l  
from our j o i n t  d iscuss ions ,  f i e l d  programs, 
and follow-up evalua t ions .  

I have every reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  a  
sound r e f o r e s t a t i o n  program can be ca r r i ed  
out  on Vi rg in i a ' s  mined land a reas .  




