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Thank you, Dave ( ~ r i m b l e ) .  Let me begin by 
say ing  t h a t  it  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i t t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  
group meet a t  t h i s  po in t  i n  time. F i r s t ,  i t  a  
f a i r  guess t h a t  i n  t h e  1984 f i e l d  season more 
f o r e s t  acreage w i l l  be t r e a t e d  with microbia l  
i n s e c t i c i d e s  than  i n  any prev ious  year .  Second, 
t h e  research  e f f o r t  devoted t o  a l l  phases of 
microbia l  i n s e c t i c i d e  formulat ion and a p p l i c a t i o n  
appear t o  have a r r i ved  a t  a  unique s t a g e  when 
recent  R&D i s  f i nd ing  ready a p p l i c a t i o n  -- I am 
th ink ing  of G. -- cu r r en t  R&D, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on 
v i r u s e s ,  fungi ,  and p a r a s i t e s ,  i s  wel l  a long i n  
development, and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of g e n e t i c a l l y  
t a i l o r e d  b i o l o g i c a l  i n s e c t i c i d e s  is  f a r  more than  
a  gleam i n  a  m ic rob io log i s t ' s  eye. Momentum -- 
and t h a t ' s  what t h i s  group ha s  -- i n c i t e s  
achievement . 

I a l s o  no t e  with s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  our  
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  co l leagues  have a  prominent p lace  
on t h e  program. Thei r  con t r i bu t i ons  and 
viewpoints ,  both formal and informal ,  i n  
exchanges with o the r  s c i e n t i s t s  provide a sense  
of  "wholeness" t o  t h e  meeting which r e f l e c t s  the 
informal  network b inding  t h i s  group t oge the r .  

I n  t h e  same v e i n  I a l s o  want t o  welcome our 
Canadian co l leagues  -- many of whom played key 
r o l e s  i n  t h e  CANUSA program, and those  s c i e n t i s t s  
from d i s t a n t  s t a t e s .  Indeed, t h e  geographic 
d i v e r s i t y  of t h e  group and i t s  s c i e n t i f i c  
composition -- engineers ,  p h y s i c i s t s ,  chemis t s ,  
and an a r r ay  of b i o l o g i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  -- 
demonstrate  how c l e a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  R&D can be when mutual r e spec t  
and common goa ls  guide t h e  e n t e r p r i s e .  

Another i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  
Symposium i s  t h a t  it br ings  t oge the r  experience 
and e x p e r t i s e  on two major f o r e s t  d e f o l i a t o r s ,  
budwom and gypsy moth. The Nor theas te rn  
S t a t i o n ,  while  cont inu ing  i t s  budworm e f f o r t  
a f t e r  t h e  CANUSA Program ends i n  t h e  U .  S., w i l l  
be i nc r ea s ing  i t s  l e v e l  of gypsy moth R&D. 
Consequently t h e  Microbial  Symposium w i l l  be of  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  some of our  s c i e n t i s t s ,  and I 
am happy t o  say t h e  S t a t i o n  w i l l  be publ i sh ing  
and d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  Proceedings.  

I n  b r i e f  I am looking forward t o  t h e  
d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of t h i s  meeting, so  l e t ' s  ge t  on 
with it .  Thank you. 




