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Q'Lelar~~ 1992; Dsvyer 1993b, 1994a). Most results are C O I L F ~ S ~ W ~  
wi& the u~nclllsions from a recent analysis of participation by 
Illinois residents that African Anericans are more likely ahan 
Whites to participate in sports; but less likely to participate in 
activities that take place in mare remote areas and invoive 
undeveloped settings or waterlsnowiice (Dwyer 1993b). 

An explanation for the differences in participation in outdoor 
recreation activities between African Americans and Whites i s  
less weU developed and a g r d  upvn. Two explanations kave 
been offered. The "ethnicity" explanation argues that the different 
participation patterns arc attributable to different srri~cultures. 
"Marginality," on the other hand, argues that differences in 
recreation participation are abibutable to socioeconamic 
diffmnces (Washburne 1978). Research bas yet to provide a 
clear understanding of the relative importance of these two 
explanations for differences in outdoor recreation participation 
(Wendling 1981; Hutchison 19118; Dwyer and fiutchison 1990). 

If the marginality hypothesis is correct then if two ethnic group 
had the same socimcononnic chwacteristics, the differences 
between them would be eliminated or reduced if all other things 
are equal. Such an evaluation is done based on an analysis of data 
from a survey of the 1989 outdoor recreation participation 
patterns of Illinois residents. 

The "marginality" explanation of differences between the outdoor 
recreation participation of African Americans and Whites was Data Collection and Demqraphic Standardbtion 
e v a i u a a  using demographic s tanddzat ion  of age, income, and The data used in this study are from a random telephone sample 
education far a sample of African American and m i t e  Illinois of 1,000 Ulinois residents age 18 and above. Data were collected 
residents. Aftm standardization. African Americaf lh i te  by the Survey Research Laboratory at the University of Illinois at 
differences in outdoor recreation participation were reduced in 12 Champaign-Urbana for the E h o i s  Department of Conservation. 
out of 26 outdoor recreation acCivities and in the total days of There were 759 responses with sufficient data to be used 
wicipation acmss at1 activities. The results offer limited supma including: 

- "  
for &&marginarlity explanation. 

1. the number of days of participation in 26 recreation 
activities durina the aevious 12 months: and 

2. their age, e d u c & o n , h  income levels. . 
Ablcasl A m d a m  a& White Padiclpratkn and the 
"MarrglmPty Hypothesis" 'Be  26 activities are shown in Table I along with the average 
The diPfewnces between White and Adrican Annerican outdoor days of participation for African Americans and Whites for each 
recreation particiption are weU dacimented Washbume 1978; activity. Also shown is t h  sum of days over all activities. 
Wwards 1981; Dwyer and Hukhinson 1994)- Nadkami rpnd 

'E'sblc I .  Effect9 of  sbndaniization on African Ecmekan recration behavior. 1989. 
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The mean days of participation in an activity can he decomposed 
into c o m p n e n s  using regression techniques. 

Average Nurnber of Days = 130 + BhgeX + BEducationlX + 
a~ducation2x " B~ducation3x ." B~xlucation4X + D~ncornelX + 

'~ncornc 2' + a~ncornc3X + ~1a1cume4X + R~ncorneSX + 

B~ricorne6X R~~np loymen t lX  + a~mployment2X. 

Where: 

Incomei = dummy variables for 7 levels of incorne. 
Education ::dummy variables for 5 levels of education. J 
El~lpi~yil lerl t~ = dumny variables for 3 levels of employment. 
X = average values for the respective variables. 

The average days of African American participation in baseball, 
4.25, can be represented in a regression equation as: 

Substituting mean income. education, and age for the White 
sample into the above regression equation estimates the average 
nurnhcr of days of participation for African Americans if they had 
the sane  levels of incorne, age. and education as Whites with 
nothing else ctlanged (e.g., Althauser and Wigler 1972; lams and 
'Ihornton 1975; Jones and Kelley 1984). lPle participation in 
baehalt by African Americans havirlg the same income, 
education, and age as Wtxites becomes: 

' h i s  smle analysis wit$ performed for all 26 activities and the 
total days of participation across all activities. 'I'he results are 
summarized in Table I .  In 12 activities standardization for age, 
education, and incorne reduced the difference in participation 
between the two groups was reduced. For 14 activities the 
differellee became larger than before standardi7~tion. Prior to 
standardization there were five activities where African American 
participation was higher than Whites (basketball, bike, drive, jog, 
and tennis). After standardization there were four activities where 
African Americacis participation exceeded that of Whites 
(baseball, jogging, tennis, anst walking), pills the totat days over 
all activities. One of the arguments in support of the marginality 
hypothesis is that the outdoor recreation participation of African 
Americaris is often lower thm that of Whites in many activities 
because of the generally lower socio-econornic levels of African 
Americans. In this analysis, when African Americans are 
assigned the same average age, income. and education of Whites 
(i.e., standardization j, their participation in~reascs in 15 activities, 
hut decreases in I. I activities. 

Elevetl activities fit the classic "marginality hypthesis" in that 
standardization increased African American participation and 
reduced the difference with Whites. Some of those activities 
might be expected to fit the marginality model including sailing, 
golf. and backpacking. There are some other activities, such as 
pool swimming, where differences in participation do not appear 
t : ~  be a result of marginal status. Sta~tdardization r&uced 
participation by African Americans and increased the difference 
between Afsicaxl Americans arrd Whites in 10 activities. Some of 
the activities were urban and might be expected to exhibit such a 
pattern of behavior such as basketball, bicycling, and picnicking. 
There also are other ackivitics, that seem quite inapprapriak in 
that category, such as boating and RV camping. 

While the pattern rtf outcomes across ?he individual activities i s  
not pxticulatly clear, when all  activities are consicde~.ed. iherc 
would be arr increase in the number of days ctf ;lartiripation by 
African Aittericarls after stanciadizalic,~~. Total African American 
participation exceeds the total for Whites. This resirli suggests 
some support for thc m<xginali:y hypothesis. 

Discussion 
Limited suppart in  present for the marginality hypothesis. 
Standardization reduced African ArnericarvWhiic differences in 
12 of 26 activitics: and African hnericari p~ticijtation increased 
in 15 activities. 'There is not a clear pattern of results across the 
activities, Perhaps the pattern of restilts across activities would be 
clearer if addition;$! variables were included in the strindardiza- 
tion. Such as urban residence and characteristics of the family. 

It is ciifticult t o  attribute the remaining differences hetween 
African American ivid White recreation to subcultur:il 
differences. 'lhe variables exarrtii~cil were "general" in the sense 
that they were nc>t directly rclalcd to iecreation. ' f ie  rr?nilcncy for 
ARicmui Americans tc~ co~icer~trate their rccrc;ttion activity close to 
home hiis often been sririhuteci ti) lower incornes, reduced access 
to transp)?ortatic>n. and rt~e desire tn recreate in liwge exlerided- 
family gnbups. f<x;tmiilatiorr of disc~imination within the 
recreation setting might he more fruitful. '!'here is increasing 
evidence of discrimination as 3 factor affecting participation 
patterns of African hmericarls arict other groups (West 1989; 
Blahna arid BIack 1093: I;c~hster and I:)elgado 1W3). Much of the 
re~~eatiorl bchavior of African Arr~ericar~s could be attriix~tcd to 
efforts tn :ivoid tliscritnii~ation irn tire recreativr~ setting. 

The fact that standardization prt)ciuces the l~ighcst increases in 
average days of participation for aclivifies alreacly at reliilivety 
high levels of particiption for African Asncricarls supgcsls that 
the marginality cxplanntion i s  most viilit! i n  inst~inces wtsere 
barriers are alreatly relatively low or  there itre snl~culture 
prefercr~ces for the activities. Neither of these cxplanatit!ns were 
exainined in this research but are siiiggcstcct i.iy the resrrlts. 

'X'his analysis offers l i m i t ~ f  sujrporr Tor the marginality hypothesis 
for explajning African AmericunWhite differences in days (if 
partic~pation.-lincomc, ape. ancl ducatiort standarciizatiur; 
increases African American partici:>aticis! irl 15 seiciltcii outdoor 
remeatior! activities and reduces thc betwcari group differer~ce in 
twelve activitics. St:il~tlartlization for :iitldiriortal socio-econo~nic 
variables such a? urbanlsuhurbaniruraI residcrrce or family size 
and structure might offer r~lose support for the rnarginaiity thesis. -. I here appears to be ample room, however, for the ethniclry thesis 
as we11 as discrimination for explaitliilg the African American/ 
White rlifferenccs in outdoor recreation participation hy rhis 
sample of Illinois rcsidertts. 
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