
S i z e  Of Trees Cut I n  The Northeast 

For Sawlogs And Pulpwood 

Fores ters  and o the rs  who engage i n  woods work f i n d  it 
d e s i r a b l e  a t  times t o  have information about t h e  s i z e  c l a s s  
of t r e e s  t h a t  a r e  c u t  f o r  various products. 

Much information on t h i s  sub jec t  has been gathered i n  
wood-uti l izat ion s tud ies  made i n  1947-54 i n  connection wi th  
t h e  U. S. F o ~ e s t  Se rv ice ' s  Forest  Survey and Timber Resource 
Review pro jec t s .  These da ta  have been summarized f o r  saw- 
logs  and pulpwood c u t  i n  t h e  Northeast.  The summaries a r e  
based on more than 6,000 t r e e s  c u t  f o r  sawlogs and near ly  
4,000 t r e e s  c u t  f o r  pulpwood. 

A d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s i z e  c lasses  has been worked out  by 
numbers of t r e e s  and by volume. Sawtimber t r e e s  were di- 
vided i n t o  two groups: those l e s s  than  17  inches diameter 
b r e a s t  high (d.b.h. ) and those  1'7 inches o r  l a r g e r .  Volume 
was computed i n  terms of n e t  cubic f e e t  of growing s tock i n  
t h e  t r e e s  c u t  f o r  each product.   rowing stock i s  defined 
a s  t h e  n e t  volume i n  cubic f e e t  of sawtimber and poletimber 
t r e e s  from a 1-foot stump t o  a minimum 4e0-inch t o p  o f  cen- 
t r a l  stem i n s i d e  bark. ) 

Tables 1 and 2 show s ize-c lass  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t r e e s  
c u t  f o r  sawlogs i n  New England and t h e  Middle At lan t i c  
S t a t e s  r espec t ive ly ,  Tables 3 and 4 show s ize-c lass  d i s t r i -  
but ion of t r e e s  c u t  f o r  pulpwood i n  those  same regions. 

It should- be borne i n  mind t h a t  t h e  s i z e  of t r e e s  cu t  
i s  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  an i n d i c a t i o n  of preference,  I f  an ad- 
equate supply of l a r g e r  t r e e s  were ava i l ab le ,  it seems un- 
l i k e l y  t h a t  many t r e e s  of t h e  smaller  s i z e s  would be c u t  f o r  
sawlogs . 

--WAYNE G, BANKS, Fores te r  
Division of Forest  Economics 

Northeastern Forest  Experiment S t a t i o n  
Forest  Service ,  U.S. Dept . Agriculture 
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