OREST RESEARCH INNOTES

NORTHEASTERN FOREST EXPERIMENT STATION
Upper Darby, Pennsylvania ;\

Size Of Trees Cut In The Northeast

For Sawlogs And Pulpwood

Foresters and others who engage in woods work find it
desirable at times to have information about the size class
of trees that are cut for various products.

Much information on this subject has been gathered in
wood-utilization studies made in 1947-54 in connection with
the U. S. Forest Service's Forest Survey and Timber Resource

Review projects. These data have been summarized for saw-
logs and pulpwood cut in the Northeast. The summaries are
based on more than 6,000 trees cut for sawlogs and nearly

- 4,000 trees cut for pulpwood.

_ A distribution of size classes has been worked out by
numbers of trees and by volume. Sawtimber trees were di-
vided into two groups: those less than 17 inches diameter
breast high (d.b.h.) and those 17 inches or larger. Volume
was computed in terms of net cubic feet of growing stock in
the trees cut for each product., (Growing stock is defined
as the net volume in cubic feet of sawtimber and poletimber
trees from a l1-foot stump to a minimum 4.0-inch top of cen-
tral stem inside bark.)

Tables 1 and 2 show size-class distribution of trees
cut for sawlogs in New England and the Middle Atlantic
States respectively, Tables 3 and 4 show size-class distri-
bution of trees cut for pulpwood in those same regions.

It should be borne in mind that the size of trees cut
is not necessarily an indication of preference. If an ad-
equate supply of larger trees were available, it seems un-
likely that many trees of the smaller sizes would be cut for
sawlogs.

--WAYNE G. BANKS, Forester

v Division of Forest Economics
Northeastern Forest Experiment Station

Forest Service, U.S. Dept. Agriculture
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