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Abstract 
There are an estimated 207,500 owners of private commercial forest land in 

West Virginia. They own an average of 49.8 acres each. However, fewer than 
500 owners own 30 percent of the private commercial forest land. Corpora- 
tions hold 25 percent of the privately owned commercial forest land in the 
State. Seventy-seven percent of the owners intend to harvest timber from their 
land. Some form of forestry assistance has been received by 11 percent of the 
owners. These owners hold 36 percent of the private commercial forest land 
in West Virginia. Sixty percent of all private forest-land owners allow some 
form of public recreation in their woodlands. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

jy There are an  estimated 207.500 owners of 
private commercial forest land in West 
Virginia. They own an average of 49.8 acres 
each. 

jt. Fewer than 500 owners own 30 percent of the 
private commercial forest land. 

* Corporations own 25 percent of the  private!^ 
owned commercial forest land. 

* Owners who intend to harvest timber own 77 
percent of the private commercial forest land 
in the State. 

f Some form of forestry assistance has been 
received by 1 1 percent of the privare forest- 
land owners. They own 36 percent of the 
private commercial forest land in West 
Virginia. 

* Sixty percent of all forest-land owners in 
West Virginia allow some form of public use 
of their woodlands for recreation. 



THE FOREST LAND 
AND ITS OWNERS 

T H E  RECENTLY COhIPLETED forest survey 
of West Virginia provided estimates of foresr area 
and timber volume by broad owner categories 
(Bones 1978). I t  did not provide es~imares of  the 
volume or acreage o f  timber that might be avail- 
able for harvesting. Nor did i t  describe the atti- 
tudes o f  typical forest-land owners, their reasons 
for owning forest land, or  their views toward tim- 
ber harvesting, forest management, and  recre- 
ational use o f  the iand by the public. The  purpose 
of this report is to provide this information in a 
form that will be useful when used with the forest 
resource report for the  State. 

Public agencies need this information to plan 
and organize forestry and related programs geared 
ro forest-land owners. Forest industries wishing to 
locare available supplies of raw materials will also 
find this information useful. Researchers s~udy ing  

> 
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the motivations and objectives of forest-land 
owners will have a da ta  base from which to start 
their work. .4 knowledge of the forest resources of 
West Virginia requires a n  understanding o f  foresr- 
land owners, because 90 percent of the commer- 
cial forest land is privately owned.  

The data presented here are based on a sample 
of forest-land owners. The results of  this sample 
have been sratistically expanded to esrirnate the 
total population of owners of privately hsid forest 
land and t h e  acreage they own. T o  fully under- 
stand how es~irnaces were made,  the user of these 
data is advised to read the discussion of study 
methods and sampling errors i n  the Appendix. 

For the resurL,ey of th2 forest resources of West: 
Virginia, data were developed for four geographic 
sampling units: (1)  National Foresr Land; (2) the 
Northeastern Unit; (3 )  the Southern Unit, and (1) 
the Northivestzrn Unit. Bscause the entire Nacion- 
a1 Forest Unit is in public o~\ ,nersh ip ,  it was ex- 
cluded from [his report (Fiz.  1 ) .  

NORTHWESTERN \ 

SOUTHERN 

Figure 1.-Geographic sampling units for W e s t  Virginia. 



207,500 OWNERS 

There are an estimated 207,500 owners of priv- 
ate commercial forest land in West Virginia. 
Ownerships range from 1 acre to more than 
250,000 acres. The average ownership is 49.8 
acres, but 40 percent of the owners own fewer 
than 10 acres. Fewer than 500 owners-0.2 per- 
cent-own 30 percent o f  the commercial forest 
land (Fig. 2). The greatest concentration of large 
holdings is in the Southern Unit, where 5 1 percent 
of the commercial forest Iand is heid by owners of 
more than 1,000 acres. Most of these are in 
corporate ownership. Corporations own 47 per- 
cent of the private commercial forest land in the 
Southern Unit. 

88 PERCENT ARE INDIVIDUALS 
Individuals account for an estimated 88 percent 

of all private ownerships. Collectively they own 63 
percent o f  the land. Corporations account for 
only I percent o f  the owners, but own 25 percent 
of the State's privately owned commercial forest 
land (Fig. 3). 

THE INDlVlDUAL FOREST-LAND 
OWNER 

As the energy crisis continues many West 
Virginia coal communities are thriving. Other 
communities have been able to diversify their 
industries and are also moving forward econornic- 
ally. Skilled workers, business owners and execu- 

Figure 2.-Distribution of private ownerships by size class of owner- 
ship, and percentage of owners and acreage. 
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Figure 3.-Percentage of owners and acreage owned, by form of own- 
ership. 
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rives, white collar workers, and various profes- 
sionaIs have invested in forest Iand for a number 
o f  reasons. These groups account for 13 percent of 
the individual owners. They control 26 percent of 
the forest land owned by individuals. 

a s  the mechanization of farm production has 
increased across the country, the farmex of West 
Virginia have found it difficult to compete with 
flatland farmers. Many of West Virginia's farmers 
hare  concentrateq on valley bottoms and have al- 
lowed the steep slopes to revert to trees. Many 
other farms have been abandoned and are also re- 
verting to  trees. We estimate that 16 percent of the 
individual forest-land owners would list their pri- 
mary occupation as farmer. These owners controi 
22 percent o f  the forest land owned by individuals. 

The economic importance of agriculture differs 
among regions of  the State. Our data show that 27 
percent of the indik iduals in the Northeastern Unit 
are farmers, and that they hold 28 percent of the 
individually oivned forest land. In the Southern 
Unit, we estimate thac only 5 percent of the in- 
dibidual owners are farmers. They control f 3 per- 
cent of the indicidually o ~ t n e d  forest land. I t  must 
be pointed out that these estimates are based on 
what the respondents to our questionnaire listed as 
their primary occupation. The classification 
"farmer" docs not in:lude oLbners ttho are part- 
cime or retired farmers. By contrast, the Census o f  
.Agriculture includes home o f  these groups in its 

definition of farmer (U. S. Bureau o f  the Census 
1 969). 

We estimate that more than 50 percent of the in- 
dividual owners are retired or are employed in 
some form of unskilled labor. These owners con- 
trol 37 percent of the commercial forest land 
owned by individuals. Forty-three percent of the 
individual owners ha\.e 8 years or  less of formal 
education-only 18 percent of the individual 
owners were educated beyond high school. Fifty- 
six percent of the indi\.idual owners have a gross 
income of less than S10,000 per year. These 
owners hold 51 percent of rhe forest land owned 
by individuals. 
.4 look ar the ages of today's owners and their 

length of tenure indicates what may happen to  
lands owned by indi\,iduaIs. Sixty-eight percent of 
the individual owners are over 45 years of age-23 
percent are over 65 years old. Those over 45 years 
old hold 75 percent of the individually owned 
forest land-those ovcr 65 own 30 percent. By 
virtue of owner age alone, we expect that much of 
the land owned by people o\.er 65  will pass to new 
oLvners in [he next 10 years. 

Thirty percent of the individual owners have 
owned forest land for fewer than 10 years. These 
owners control 30 percent of the forest Iand 
o~vned  by individuals. So past performance would 
also indicate a considerable change of ownership 
among these indibiduals in the nest 10 years. 



Through active purchase programs, forest indus- 
tries and coal cornpanics will continue to consoli- 
date thcir holdings in the southern part of the 
State. 

Largc numbers o f  forest-land owners have had 
a closc association with the land for a long period 
of time. Nineteen percenr of the individual owners 
have owned their land for more than ZS years. 
These owners control 33 percent of the commer- 
cial forest land owned by individuals. For 61 per- 
cent of all owners, the nearest tract of their forest 
land is adjacent to or uirhin 1 mile of their resi- 
dence. Most of these owners onlv own one tract 

Caregor-.~ 
Age 
Education 
l ncome 
Early life environment 
Occupation 
Length of ownership 
Size of tract 
Distance to nearest tract 
Number of rracts 
Reason for on,ning 

;Vorfheasrern 
45-44 
0-12 years 
Under $10,000 
Rural area or  farm 
La borer 
bIore than 10 years 
Less than 20 acres 
Less than 1 mile 

one 
Part of residence 

but 57 percent of all owners also reside within 1 
mile of rheir farrhest tract. Seventy-three percent 
of the individual owners spent the first 12  years of 
their life in a rural area or  on a farm. These facts 
present a more stable picture of forest-land owner- 
ship in West Virginia than has been found in most 
other northeastern states. Because forest manage- 
ment is often a long-term venture-particularly 
for timber products-this stability of ownership 
should be encouraging to  forest managers. 

The following profiles of the typical forest-land 
owner in the three geosraphic units are strikingly 
similar: 

Sour hern 
45-64 
0- 12 years 
Under S 10,000 
Rural area o r  farm 
Retired 
%lore than 10 years 
Less than 20 acres 
Less than 1 mile 

one 
Parr of farm o r  esthetic 

enjoyment 

Nor fh  western 
45-64 
0- 12 
$10,000-$15,000 
Rural area or farm 
Laborer 
More than 10 years 
Less than 20 acres 
Less than 1 mile 

one 
Farm and domestic 

use 

CORPORATE AND OTHER OWNERS 

Corporations control an  estimated 25 percent of 
the privately ohned commercial forest land in 
West Virginia. Partnerships, undivided estates, 
clubs, associations, and [rusts account for an  ad- 
ditional 12, percent of the forest land. Corporate 
forest-industry lands toral 8 16,500 acres and are 
held by fener than 50 owners. Nonforest indus- 
tries hold 963,900 acres. The majority of corpo- 
rate olvners are in this class. Many own the land 
for \$hat is below the surface: coal, oil, natural 
gas, and other raw marsrials. Corporations that 
have harvested timber hold 93 percent of the land 
o ~ n e d  by corporations. 

OWNER OBJECTIVES 

WHY PEOPLE OWN FOREST LAND 

Because land ~ a l u s s  seldom decrease, many 
land owners e.\pect ro benefit from this increase in 
value. \Ve estirnare that only 10 percent of the 
forest-land ou ners in bf'sst Virginia consider land 

investment as the primary reason for owning com- 
mercial foresr Land (Fig. 4). Twenty-two percent, 
howe~ver, feel that the increase in value was the 
most impor~an t  benefit received from their forest 
land in the last 5 years. Twenty-four percent ex- 
pect the increase in land value to  be the most irn- 
p r t a n t  benefit in the next 5 years. 

Xfarter and Graves (1974) felt that all land 
owners speculate in land to some extent. They felt 
that o\vners holding land only for speculation see 
on,nership as a no-input investment and therefore 
do not manage the land. Our data show that while 
some ouners may purchase forest land for intest- 
ment. t\i.icf as many owners h w e  found that the 
increase in land b-alue was an important benefit in 
the last 5 !.ears. 

Ten percen: of the owners in LVest Virginia pur- 
chased rhrir land for recrsational use. Twelve per- 
cent of the ou.ners felt that recreation was the 
most importanr benefit in the last 5 years. Eleven 
percent espes: r?crsat ion to be an important bene- 
fit in ihs nest i !.ears. 

Oivning land for rirnber production or for farm 
or domesris  US^. reqLlires [he iurring of trees, the 



Figure 4.-Primary reason for owning forest land, by percentage of 
owners and acreage. 
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only major  difference between these objectives 
being the sale o r  j e t e n t i o n  o f  the  end product.  
Only 3 percent of  the  owners  considered timber 
production a s  the p r imary  reason for owning 
forest land.  These owners  o w n  a n  estimated 19 
percent of the pri\ .ats commercial  forest land in 
Lt'est Virgini'a. T h e  greatest concentrat ion o f  land 
oivned primarily fo r  t imber  product ion is in the 
Southern Unit,  where 32 percent of the forest iand 
is oh-ned for this purpose .  Most  of this land is in 
large corpora te  holdings. Sixteen percent o f  the 
oLcners o w n  forest i and  for  fa rm or  domestic 
use-they o\vn 13 percent: o f  the private commsr-  
cia1 foresi land in the Srate .  These o b n e r s  harvesr 
trees as  needed t o  build a new house or barn,  to re- 
plenish a supply o f  fence posrs, o r  ro use as fuel. 

Income from the sale of rirnber Lvas the  primary 
benefit f rom the ~ v o o d l a n d s  for  3 pcri'srit ot' ihe 
owners in the iasr S years. These nr'rs oi in  18 
percent of the commercial  forest land. f n  addi- 
tion, a n  estimated 19 percent o f  the ot \ners  con- 
sidered farm o r  domest ic  use as  the primary hen?- 

fit f r o m  their land in the  last 5 years; this g roup  
holds 16 percent o f  the  commercial  forest land.  

In esrimatinz t h e  numbers  o f  owners  w h o  expecr 
timber p roduc t ion  o r  f a r m  o r  domestic use 10 be 
i m ~ o r t a n t  brnefirs  in ths next 5 years, we found 
only slight differences bs tneen  the number of 
oLvners and  acreage ou,ned a n d  the benefits re- 
ceived in the last 5 years. T h e  only differences 
arise f rom the o u n e r s  ~ v h o  bar\-esred timber in the  
last 5 years bu t  ivho d o  not  expect t o  harvest in the 
next 5 years. These oLvners a n d  the acres they oLvn 
a re  offset by on .ns rs  ~ v h o  have not harvested but 
u.ho sxpecr t o  h a \ - s s r  in  :he nrxt 5 years. 

The satisfaction f rom just having "green 
space" is cin impor tan t  reason for owning ivood- 
land in Li.ssr Virs inia .  Lt.e ssrimate thar 12 percent 
of the owners  consider  ssrhs:ic enjoymenr. as  a pri- 
mary rsason for  an .n ing  forest iand.  Fourrzen per- 
rent of the o n  ners a:vn \\ oodland  as  part of the 
farm, but t h i s  u o o d l a n d  s s r ~ s s  n o  useful fun cLlon I '  

in the farm o p e r a ~ i o n .  Tnsnrh--rhrze psrcenr of i h e  
o ~ i n e r s  0Li.n iorssi  land as  part of their residence 



(the reason for owning forest land given most fre- amount of available forest land (in acres) by unit 
quently). These three groups of owners own 32 is: 
percent of the private commercial forest land. 
Many of these owners expect increases in land Norrheuslern .G~therf l  Norrhwes~ern ~ o t a l  
value to be important in the next 5 years, but most 

2*843,200 3.075,100 2.030.500 7,948,800 

stili feel that esthetic enjoyment will be the most . 
important benefit in the next 5 years. If timber 
production from privately owned lands is to be in- 
creased, this group of owners will have to be 
shown that harvesting trees will not impair their 
enjoyment of the land. 

Another reason for owning forest Iand in West 
Virginia is the mineral wealth that lies below the 
surface. An estimated 3 percent of the owners 
gave "other" as the primary reason for owning 
forest land. Most of the respondents that checked 
"other" specified minerals, gas, oil, o r  coal. Most 
of these mineral lands are in the Southern Unit, 

Because we have no basis for determining that 
this land is any more or any less adequately 
stocked or productive than the average of all pri- 
vately owned land, we must assume that it is aver- 
age. If this is true, the growing-stock inventory is 
about 8,7 16 million cubic feet (ft3). This inventory 
includes an additional 312.2 million ftJ of wood 
per year. The growing-stock inventory and growth 
(in million ft ') by unit are: 

In venrory and Norrh- North- 
gro wrh eastern Soulhern western Total 

Growing-stock 

where they represent 20 percent of the private inven[ory 3,024 3,473 2,219 8,716 
Growth per year 111.1 121.8 79.3 312.2 forest area. 

HOW MUCH TIMBER IS The maximum available inventory volume 
would be the total supply o f  available growing 

AVAILABLE? stock. The available net growth may be taken as 

A major objective of this study is to estimate the 
volume of timber that might be available- for har- 
vesting. The answer or answers to this question 
will be influenced by how the estimator defines 
availability, and the assumptions used in develop- 
ing the estimate. The usefulness of any estimate is 
limited to the time in which it is made, because in- 
dustrial, market, and social conditions continually 
change; thus, the amount of available timber must 
be redetermined periodicaIly. 

An owner's willingness to harvest timber does 
not ensure that even a single tree will be cut during 
his period o f  ownership. Similarly, the owner who 
today says he would never harvest might sell all of 
his timber tomorrow. We say so many acres of 
forest Iand are available for timber production 
with the understanding that the land is constantly 
changing hands. 

We made two estimates of how much timber is 
available in the State on  the basis o f  different sets 
of assumptions. This procedure allows the reader 
to select the estimate that best fits his needs. 

.,- MAXIMUM ESTIMATE 

Seventy-seven percent of the private forest land 
in West Virginia is owned by people who have ex- 
pressed a willingness t o  harvest timber. Thus the 

the maximum volume that could be removed each 
year without depleting the total supply. 

A major weakness of this estimate is the as- 
sumption that the group o f  owners who intend to 
harvest timber will, in fact, d o  so. These owners 
control 41 percent of the privately owned cornmer- 
cia1 forest land in the State. How would these peo- 
ple react if a buyer approached them to sell their 
timber? Would the owner demand a higher stump- 
age price than the buyer is willing to pay? Because 
it is difficult to  answer this question, we estimated 
a minimum level for timber harvesting based on 
the number of owners who intend to harvest in the 
next 10 years. 

MINIMUM ESTIMATE 

Owners who intend to harvest in the next 10 
years control the following amount of forest land 
in each unit (in acres): 

Northeastern Sou rhern Norrh wesrern Total 
1,136,200 1,986,900 55 1,200 3,674,300 

These acres support 4,055 million ft3 of grow- 
ing-stock inventory and have an  annual growth of 
147.5 million it'. The growing-stock inventory and 
growth by unit (in million ft3) are:. , 



/nr+enforvond .Lfor,h- .Vnrlh- 

growth eu.g,ern .Solrrhern rc,r.sit.rn Total 

Growing-stock 
inventory 1.209 2 . 4 4  602 1.055 

Grou th  per year  45.3 19.9 22 .3  147.5 

In 1974, an  estimated 151.2. million it1 o f  grow- 
ing stock was removed from private lands in [Vest 
Virginia. An additionai 14.9 million i t 7  of gro~ving 
stock was removed from the National Forests. The  
estimated removals by unit in 1974 (in million f t i )  
were: 

,'vorrh- Vorth- 

Forest land easrern Southern uesicrn 701al 

Private 5 3 . 1  74.8 23.3  1 5 1  2 
Public' 12.4 - 7 .- i - 11.9 

Total 65.5 77.3 2 3 . 3  166.1 

Our  minimum estimates of annual volume 
avaiIable a re  very close to the total removals from 
private lands. Plinimum volume estimates and 
total removals by unit (in million f t i )  are: 

Voilcrne and Yor th -  Vor ih-  

remo vai pasiern Sortihern ivesrern Toia i  

Ylinlmurn L olume 
available Gj 3 79.9 22.3 117.5 

1974 private 

removals j3.1 71.8 23.3 151.2 

> 
Owners with definite plans to cut produce most 

of the harvest. The  remainder is from owners who 
have not  made long-range plans. 

Tota l  output  of industrial products was 106.6 
million cubic' feet in 1974 (Bones and Glover 
1977). The  industrial roundwood harcest by unit 
(in million fi3) was: 

INTERPRETING THE ESTIMATES 

The first estimate gives the volume of timber 
held by owners willing to harvest. The  size, con- 
dition, location of the timber, and  the restrictions 
that  the owner would place on lo_eging have not 
been considered. This estimate does not consider 
the porrion o f  a total forest area that a n  owner is 
willing to have cut .  The second estimate indicates 
the volume freely offered for harvest under cur- 
rent market conditions. 

No attempt has been made t o  deduct the 
879,700 acres held by forest industry ownerships 
from these estimates. The reader should note that 
most of the timber on  these lands is not available 
on  the open market. Much of this land is used to 
ensure a steady supply o f  raw materials for  its 
industry oLvner. However? in recent years, many 
forest industries have sold stumpage or  logs when 
they could realize a bstrsr return on  their invest- 
ment by selling t h s  timber than by holding i t  in re- 
serve for their own use. 

WHY OWNERS HARVEST TIMBER 

An estimated 41 percent of the owners have 
harvested [imber because they needed the money. 
These obvnsrs own 15 percent of [he Iand held by 
owners who have harvested. Many hoId reiatiteiy 
small tracts and view their timber as  a source of 
money to be used ivhen ihe  need arises. Consider- 
ing the low income ls\.sl of many of the land- 
owners in West Virsinia, the number of owners 
who harvest for this reason was not unexpected 
(Fig. 5 ) .  

Owners who harkesred because their timber was 
"mature" or  for  their own or company use hold 
an average of 1 8 1  and 130 acres, respectively. 

.Vortheasfern o e r n  .Vorih1~-.esiern Total There is reason to belie\e [hat owners of  larger 
47.1 41.7 17.3 106.6 tracts of timber h a i c  a grearcr inrerest in manas- 

i n s  their land. hIany of these obtners are rnanasing 
their woodland to one dezree or another.  As esti- 

I Removals from the blonongahela National Forest mated 17 percent of the ov,.ners have harvesred 
by unit were. estimated by assuming that the removats because the ~ i m b e r  t.~, as malure. These owners con- 
were distributed by the same ratio as gro~ving stock vol- trol 32 of  [he land o\\.ned by  harvesters. I n  
umes. Of rhe growing stock vciume of rhe hlononga- 
hela National Forsst, 83 percent is in the Norrheastcrn addition, 18 percent of  the bar\-.esrers cut timber 

Unit ,  a n d  17 perc-nl is i n  [he Southern Unit .  The for  their 0n.n Or COmpaR) Use. These owners con- 
Slonongahela Sat ional  Forest was the only public land trol 24 percent of  the land owned by peoplz who 
on  which harvesting occurred. have har~ ,es tcd  timber. 



Figure 5.-Reason for harvesting timber, by percentage of owners and 
acreage. 
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Figure 6.-Reason for not harvesting timber, by percentage of owners 
and acreage. 
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WHY SOME OWNERS DO NOT 
HARVEST TIMBER 

In West Virginia, 69 percent of the owners have 
never harvested timber from their land. These 
people own 39 percent of the commercial forest 
land. An estimated 29 percent of rhese owners say 
they have not harvested because their timber is im- 
mature. These people control 27 percent o f  the 
Land owned by owners who have never harvested. 
The greatest concentrations o f  these owners are in 
the Northeastern and Northwestern Units, where 
the largest gains in forest land have occurred since 
the last forest survey (Bones 1978). These gains are 
primarily reverting fields where [he timber is truly 
immature (Fig. 6). 

Significant num bers of owners in Wesr Virginia 
have not harvested trees because they fee1 that 
harvesting would destroy the hunting or the 
scenery, or because they are  philosophically op- 
posed ro harvesting. Together, these groups 
account for an estimated 23 percent of the owners 
who have not harvested, and for 23 percent of the 
land owned by non-harvesters. 

PREDICTING OWNER BEHAVIOR 

What a n  owner will d o  with his forest land is 
influenced by  many factors; people plan their ac- 
tions for different time periods. We asked owners 
not only if they intend to cut trees but also when 
they intend to cut. In previous studies (Kingsley 
1976; and Kingsley and Birch 1977) we identified 
three key questions that predict whether an owner 
will say that he intends to  cut in the next 10 years, 
possibly, or never. T h e  questions were: what bene- 
fits do  you expect from your land in the next 5 
years; why do you own woodland; and how much 
woodland do  you own. 

In West Virzinia, the question on expected 
benefits seems to be the best one for predicting 
behavior. Owners who consider income from sale 
of timber as the most important benefit from their 
land in the next 5 years have the highest proba- 
bility of harvesting trees. More than 50 percent of 
the owners who intend to use their woodland as a 
source of products for themsefves, or w h o  expect 
the increase in land value to be important, can be 
expected to  harvest trees eventually (Fig. 7 ) .  

Figure -/.-Percentage of ownerr; who intend to  harvest timber and 
acreage owned, by expected time of harvest and primary benefit ex- 
pected in the next  5 years. 
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Figure 8.-Percentage of owners who intend to harvest timber and 
acreage owned, by expected time of harvest and primary reason for 
owning forest land. 
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Those owners who expect the primary future harvest due to old age or  because harvesting might 
benefit to be recreational use, esthetic enjoyment, be troublesome. They also may feel that they will 

i % 

or "other" can be expected to harvest trees if  they not own the land when the trees are mature. 
have a secondary objective of income from the More than 50 percent of the owners who own 
sale of timber, or if they expect to cut trees for forest land to produce forest products for their 
their own use. In general, the owners who intend own use or  as part of their residence can be expect- 
to harvest also own larger tracts of forest land ed to harvest timber. Owners who say they own 
than the owners who do not intend to  harvest. woodland as part of the farm but that the wood- 

As with the question on expected benefits, the land serves no useful function in the farm opera- 
question on reasons for owning aIso can be used to tion will probably say that they intend to harvest 
predict owner behavior. Owners who say they own  eventually (Fig. 8). 
forest land for timber production usually add that Of the remaining reasons for owning-land 

- they intend to harvest forest products within the investment, recreational use, esthetic enjoyment, 
next 10 years. A few owners say they own wood- and "otherv-fewer than 50 percent of the 
Iand for timber production yet add they do not in- owners can be expected to harvest trees. The 
tend to harvest trees. These owners may feel that owners who will say that they will harvest are like- 
growing trees is a good activity, but they may not ly to have secondary reasonsfor owning, includ- 



ing timber production, and are likely to own larger 
than average tracts of woodland. 

The amount of forest land an individual owns 
can indicate whether an owner intends to harvest. 
An owner who holds more than 1,000 acres o f  
commercial forest Iand almost certainly will 
harvest eventually, and probably during the next 
10 years (Fig. 9). 

The only ownership group in which less than 50 
percent of the owners expect to harvest is that 
composed of those who hold fewer than 10 acres 
of commercial forest land. I n  most cases, acreage 
of this size is not likely to interest timber buyers 
unless i t  contains high-value trees. These owners 
might be able to find a buyer i f  a logger is operat- 
ing in a n  adjacent larger tract. 

Figure 9.-Percentage of  owners who intend to harvest timber, by ex- 
pected time of harvest and acreage owned. 
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SOME ASPECTS O F  FOREST that require different cutting methods. Seven per- 

MANAGEMENT ON PRIVATE 
OWNERSHIPS 

HARVESTING PRACTICES 

Seventy-one percent of the landowners who 
harvested timber chose the area or trees to be 
harvested. These ownerships account for an esti- 
mated 35 percent of the acreage held by harvest- 
ers. Two percent of the owners who harvested had 
a forester select the trees. An additional 1 percent 
of the owners selected the trees to be harvested 
with the assistance of a forester. These two groups 
of owners hold 32 percent of the land owned by 
harvesters. 

A n  estimated 13 percent of the owners had the 
buyer select the timber; another 3 percent of the 
owners made the selection along with the buyer. 
These two groups of owners account for 24 per- 
cent of the land owned by harvesters. 

Diameter limit cutting is the most common 
method of harvesting in West Virginia, though it 
is seldom used by foresters. Since most timber is 
sold without the assistance of a forester, buyers 
often purchase timber in West Virginia down to a 
certain diameter. This method was used by 32 per- 
cent of the owners who harvested timber. These 
owners account for 35 percent of the land held by 
harvesters. In West Virginia, the diameter limit is 
often measured at a given height, usually 1 foot, 
above the ground on the uphill side of the stump. 
That sales made in this way are easy to administer 
is one reason why this method is so popular. 

Clearcutting is the second most popular cutting 
method; an estimated 18 percent of the owners 
who harvested used this method. However, these 
owners own only 9 percent of the land owned by 
harvesters. Of the 1 1,100 owners who chose clear- 
cutting, 10,000 decided themselves, 1,000 let the 
buyer choose. Foresters chose this method for 
fewer than 50 owners. The remaining owners 
chose clearcutting with the aid of the buyer or a 
friend. 

Selection cutting was chosen by 17 percent of 
the owners. These owners control 20 percent of 
the land owned by harvesters. Although an esti- 
mated 7,500 owners used this method, many of 
these owners did not physically mark each tree, 
considering themselves responsible only for the 
final decision to harvest. Large ownerships often 
include many forest types and stand conditions 

cent o f  the owners used a combination of cutting 
met hods; these owners hold 16 percent of the land 
owned by harvesters. 

PRODUCTS HARVESTED 

Sixty-one percent of the owners harvested only 
one timber product from their land; they control 
33 percent of the land owned by harvesters. Thirty 
percent of the harvesting owners cut only sawlogs. 
These owners control 23 percent of the land 
owned by harvesters. Mine timbers were the sole 
producr harvested by 14 percent of the owners; 
they hold 3 percent of the land owned by harvest- 
ers. 

Integrated or  multiproduct harvests are becom- 
ing commonplace in West Virginia. The larger the 
ownership, the more likely the owner will harvest 
more than one product. Five percent of the owners 
harvested three or  more products. These 3,100 
owners control almost 2 million acres of forest 
land, or 31 percent of the Iand owned by harvest- 
ers. The greatest concentration o f  these owner- 
ships is in the Southern Unit. Forty-eight percent 
of the Iand owned by harvesters in this unit is con- 
trolled by this ownership group. 

FORESTRY ASSISTANCE 

An estimated 23,000 owners-1 1 percent-have 
received some type of forestry assistance. These 
owners control 3,752,800 acres of commercial 
forest land-36 percent of the private commercial 
forest Iand in West Virginia. 

An estimated 49 percent of the owners do  not 
know what agency to  contact for forestry assist- 
ance. An additional 26 percent of the owners did 
not respond to  the question on assistance. These 
two groups own 53 percent of the commercial 
forest land in West Virginia. Many of these 
owners have not felt a need for forestry assistance, 
so they have not attempted to  find out where to 
obtain assisrance. 

The West Virginia Department of Natural Re- 
sources, Division of Forestry, is responsible for 
forestry assistance to  landowners. There are also 
several consulting foresters and industry foresters 
who are available to  assist owners. Only 1 1  per- 
cent of the owners would contact "the state and 
county" for forestry assistance; these owners hold 
an estimated 22 percent of the private commercial 
forest land. Fourteen percent of the owners would 



contact agencies such as the Soil Conservation 
Service, Forest Service, Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service, and  the Extension Scrv- 
ice. These agencies would put the landowner in 
touch with the appropriate agency for his needs. 

Fewer than 500 owners-less than 0.5 percent- 
would contact a consulting o r  industry forester. 
However, these owners control I6 percent o f  the 
private commercial forest land in the State. Many 
of these large ownerships have full- time foresters 
o r  employ consult an:^. 

Of  the estimated 23,000 owners who received 
assistance (from both public and private 
foresters), 10,400 owners participated in timber 
stand improvement. Only 2,600 owners said they 
received general forest-management assistance; 
these owners control 21 percent of the private 
commercial forest land in the State. The remain- 
ing owners received assistance in areas such as tree 
planting, timber stand evaluation, surveying, and 
timber marking. It is interesting to  note that only 
1,600 owners who actually had timber harvested 
from their land had a forester select or  help select 
the trees to be cut. However, an  estimated 3,300 
owners were asked if they have ever received 
forestry assistance would reply that they have re- 
ceived assistance in marking timber. Apparently 
many owners make the initial decision to  harvest 
timber and then call in a forester to  mark specific 
trees for cutting. There is undoubtedly some tim- 
ber that has been marked but is not yet sold. 

3 

RECREATiON ON PRIVATE 

FOREST LAND 

Sixty percent o f  all forest-land owners in West 
Virginia allow the public to  use their woodlands 
for some form of recreation. These owners con- 
trol 65 percent of  the private commercial forest 
land. No  single recreational activity is allowed by 
more than half the owners. A n  estimated 49 per- 
cent of the owners allow hunting; 37 percent allow 
hiking; 2 1 percent, picnicking; 17 percent, camp- 
ing; 1 1  percent, snowmobiling; and 5 percent, 
fishins. The owners who  allow hunting own 58 

a own percent of  the land; owners who allow hikin, 
44 percent; picnicking, 33 percent; camping, 30 
percent; snowmobiling, I 1  percent; and fishing, 
26 percent. 

Twenty-four percent of  the owners post their 
land against hunting or  trespassing. These owners 
i.on:rol an  sstirnated 35 percent of the private 

forest land in the State. Of  the 50,600 owners who 
post their land, 12,900 d o  so to  control hunting. 
Another 10,400 post to control access. The  re- 
maining owners would post to prevent the abuse 
of their property, for  personal safety. o r  to protect 
themselves from liability. When an owner indi- 
cates that he wishes to  control hunting o r  access, 
he often wishes to  know only who is using his land 
or to exclude only indit.iduals he deems undesir- 
able. 

It seems that a recreationist who contacts the 
owner beforehand is likely to  obtain permission to 
use the land. Conterssly,  land that is not posted 
might not be available for recreational use; 23 per- 
cent of the owners post their land, yet 30 percent 
d o  not allow public use of rheir woodlands. 

LANDOWNER 
INTERESTS 

T o  better understand owner interest and moti- 
vation we asked owners to list the organizations in 
which they were active, and the publications they 
received. W e  also asked these questions to find a 
medium of communication to forest-land owners. 
Often, programs to  aid landowners are not well 
accepted simply because owners a re  not aware that 
these forest-managemen t programs exist. 

We estimate that  only 17 percent of the individ- 
ual owners a r e  members of organizations that are 
farm or conservation related. These owners own 
21 percent o f  the  individually owned forest land in 
West Virginia. Three percent of the individual 
owners are members of a sportsman's cfub of 
some type. We were unable to  identify a similar 
group or  organization whose membership includes 
more than 2 percent of  the forest-land owners. 

An estimated 36 percent of the owners receive 
some type of  fa rm o r  conservation related publica- 
tion. These people own 42 percent of the forest 
land owned by individuals. "Field and Stream" 
led all publications; we estimate that 17 percent of  
the individual oLvners rzceite this publication. 

The West Virginia conservation magazine 
"Wonderful b y e s t  Virginia" has the second high- 
est circulation among individual forest-land 
owners; we estimate that 1 I percent of  the individ- 
uaI owners receive this publication. Thus, o n  a 
statewide basis, "Wonderful West Virsinia" 
might be used as  a vehicle to spread forest-man- 
agement information.  



Figure 10.-Responses to 10 true-false statements, by owners and 
acreage, in percent. 
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CONSERVATION QUIZ 

T o  find out how forest-land owners define cer- 
tain forestry terms, we asked our  sample owners 
to complete a 10-statement true-false quiz. We  en- 
couraged them to check "don't know" rather 
than guess. From this quiz we estimated how all 
individual forest-land owners in West Virginia 
would respond. The  responses considered correct 
are those that a professional conservationist 
would give. 

1.  Conservation means that natural resources 
should be used wisely. 

Answer: True  
We estimate that  76 percent of the individual 

forest-land owners would respond correctly (Fig. 
10). These owners control 85 percent of individ- 
ually owned commercial forest land in the State. 
This statement had the highest percentage of cor- 
rect answers. 

2. Once a forest is cut it will not grow back 
unless planted. 

Answer: False 
Fifty-seven percent of  the oNners would re- 

spond correctly. These owners hold 68 percent o f  
the individually owned forest land. 

-3. Sustained yield is an  important forestry 
objective. 

Answer: True  
Only 40 percent of the owners would respond to 

this statement with the correct answer. These 
owners hold 5 1 Jercent of the individually owned 
forest land. More  owners would respond "don't 
know" to this statement than w,ould respond 
correctly. 

4. CleArcutting is alwaq-s bad forestry 
Answer: False 
Clearcutting is an  emotional issue in West Vir- 

ginia. Forty-three percent of  rhe  individual owners 
in West Virginia would give the incorrscr re- 
sponse. Only 25 percent of the individual owners 
would consider this statement as false-t he correct 
answer f rom a forester's point of view. 

5 .  All forest land in the United States is 
managed. 

Answer. False 
Fifty-eight percent o f  the owners n>ould respond 

correctly, these owners control 70 percent of the 
individually owned commercial forest land in 
West Virginia. 

6. Selective logging is always good forestry. 
A nswer: False 
This statement is almost the opposite of State- 

ment 4. Selective logging is not always "good" 
anymore than clearcutting is always "bad". Only  
1 1  percent of the  individual owners would respond 
correctly. 

7. Commercial forest land is forest land that is 
owned by wood-using industries. 

Answer: False 
Only 12 percent of  the owners would give the 

correct response. CommerciaI forest land, by  our 
definition, is forest land that is producing o r  capa- 
ble of producing crops of industrial wood, and 
that  is not withdrawn from timber utilization. 

8. An ecosystem is any complex of living or-  
ganisms together with their environment 
that is isolated for study. 

Answer: True  
This statement was designed so  that only per- 

sons wirh a detailed knowledge of conservation 
would be expected to give the correct response. 
This statement produced a bonus: we determined 
how many people guessed. We estimate thar 77 
percent of  the individual owners would say that 
they don't know whether this statement is true o r  
false. These responses show that mosr owners 
made a sincere effort when given the quiz. 

9. A virgin forest is any forest of old o r  large 
trees. 

Answer: False 
Forty-one percent of the individual owners 

would give the correct response. These owners 
own 35 percent of the individually owned com- 
mercial forest iand.  

10. Stumpage price is the price paid for stand- 
ing timber. 

Answer: True  
This statement had the second highest percent- 

age of  correct responses; 59 percent of the individ- 
ual owners would respond to this statement with 
the correct ansbe r .  These owners control 67 per- 
cent of the i nd i~ idua l l ?  oicned commercial forest 
land. 

The  n ide  range of percentages of  correct re- 
sponses ( f rom 76 dorm [ O  6) \%as desired because 
u e  !\anted to ss rabl~sh  a depth of k n o ~ l s d g e .  
Some O M  n u s  responded ~ncorrectly to all 10 state- 
rnsnrs. and  on?  indiiidual oune r  gabe 10 correcr 
responses (Fis.  I 1 ) .  OL srall, the scores confirmed 
whar n s  s~pcsctsd;  [hat  is. man! of ( h e  rsrms used 
for  carlous aspects of forestry are misundersrood. 



Figure 11.- Estimated number of forest-land owners and acreage 
owned, by number of correct answers on conservation quiz. 
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There is potential to expand timber production 
from private lands in West Virginia. There are 
96,800 private landowners who express some in- 
clination to  harvest timber "some time" from 
their forest lands. These owners control 77 percent 
o f  the private commercial forest land in the State. 

Good forestry practice couId increase the in- 
come of many forest-land owners. As 102,600 of 
the 182,100 individual owners earn Less than 
$10,000 per year, the economic needs of today's 
owners are of immediate concern. 

The owners of 36 percent of the private com- 
mercial forest land have received forestry assis- 
tance. Nearly half of the owners don't know how 
t o  obtain assistance. How do  we reach these 
owners? Our  study shows that no single organiza- 
tion or publication reaches more than 20 percent 
of the owners. Information on forestry programs 
must be sent out through many channels if  these 
programs are to  reach the people for whom they 
are intended. 

Misinformation is also a problem in West Vir- 
ginia. Many commonly used forestry terms are not  

- .  understood by owners of forest land. CVe must d o  
a better job of explaining terms such as sustained 
yield, clearcutting, and selective logging. 

Uses of the land other than for timber are quite 
common in West Virginia. Sixty percent of all 

forest-land owners in the State allow some form of 
public use of their woodlands for recreation. Non- 
renewable subsurface resources such as coal, oil, 
gas, and other minerals also influence what hap- 
pens to the forest resource. In West Virginia, sep- 
arate ownership of surface and  subsurface rights is 
common. 

LfTERATURE CITED 

Bones, James T. 
1978. The forest resources of West Virginia. U.  S. 
Dep. Agric. For. Serv. Resour. Bull. NE-56, 105 p. 

Bones, James T., and Ralph P. Glover, J r .  
1977. The timber industries of  West Virginia. U. S. 
Dep. Agric. For. Serv. Resour. Bull. NE-47. 16 p. 

Kingsley, Seal P. 
1976. The forest-land owners of  Southern New Eng- 
!and. U. S. Dep. Agric. For. Serv. Resour. Bull. 
NE-41.27 p. 

Kingsley, Neal P., and Thomas W. Birch. 
1977. The forest-land owners of New Hampshire and 
Vermont. L'. S.  Dep. Agric. For. Serv. Resour. Bull. 
NE-51.1: p. 

>Iarter, R .  L., and P. F. Graves. 
1973. .4 new management rationale for small forest- 
land owners. AFRI Res. Rpt. No. 17, SUNY CoIl. 
Environ. Sci. For. Syracuse. 17 p. 

U.  S. Bureau of the Census. 
1969. Census of Agriculture; West Virginia: Vol. 1 .  
U. S.  Dep. Commer., Washington, D. C. 



APPENDIX 

STUDY METHOD 

T h e  sampling scheme used in this study ivas de- 
rived from the sampling design used in the forest 
survey by the Northeastern Station. Resources 
Evaluation field crews attempted to obtain the 
correct name and mailing address of the owner of 
each of the 1,149 privately owned forested field 
plots in the State. These plots a r e  uniformly distri- 
buted within each survey unit.  The  field crews ob- 
tained usable addresses for more than 90 percent 
o f  the field plots. A total o f  1,029 questionnaires 
were mailed to owners of commercial forest land 
in West Virginia; 710 were returned with usable in- 
formation. 

T h e  questionnaire was developed after investi- 
gation of several earlier ownership studies, and 
consulrations with other investigators. I t  was field 
tested before the mass mailing. The mailins con- 
sisted o f  the questionnaire plus a cover letter ex- 
plaining the purpose of  the survey. Approximately 
2 weeks after the first mailing, those addressees 
who had not responded were mailed a second copy 
of  rhe questionnaire and the cover letrer, plus a 
second letter urging cooperation with the study. 
Approximately 1 month later, 450 owners had re- 
sponded. Then a 100-percent field canvass of non- 
rsspondents was undertaken by personnel of the 
Division of  Forestry, West Virginia Department 
o f  Natural Resources. This effort  resulted in an 
additional 260 usable questionnaires. The  710 
questionnaires represented 86 1 of  the privately 
owned forested field plots-75 percent. 

The  probability that a forest-land owner will be 
sampled depends on the rate of  sampling and the 
amoun t  of  commercial forest land he owns. Each 
unit in ~ e ; t  Virginia had a different rate of  samp- 
ling. The  West Virginia Division of Forestry is or-  
ganized into six districts. These district boundaries 
do not match the forest survey units. Each district 
had  a different rate of success in persuading non- 
respondents t o  repIy. Both the  survey rate of 
sampling and the district success rate affect the 
probability that an  owner will be included in the 
final tabulations. The  combination of units and 
districts produces nine sampling areas in West 
Virginia. 

T h e  total acreage o f  privately held commercial 
forest land for  each sampling unit was obtained 
from the forest survey. Also obtained was a corn- 
plete list of owners holding more  than 30,000 acres 

o f  forest land. These ownerships were treated as 
an enumeration and  subtracted from the total 
amount of privately owned forest land. The  area 
represented by each forest plot not held by an 
owner with more than  30,000 acres was calculated 
by dividing the totai amount of private forest 
land, less that  held by large owners, by the number 
of valid plots Iess those held by large owners. Us- 
ing this representative area, we estimated remain- 
ing number of  forest-land owners. 

Since the sarnpling scheme is essentially the 
same as that used for  the forest survey, owners of 
small parcels of woodland have little chance of 
being included in the sample. T o  estimate the total 
number of persons n.ho own commercial forest 
land in West Virginia, it was necessary to weight 
the numbers of owners obtained in the sample. 
This procedure can be stated as: 

CFL N=---Z 1 

xr A I 

and EN = estimated number of private oivners 
in the State, 
where 

N = estimated number of private owners in the 
area.  samplin, 

CFL, = the acres of  privately owned comrner- 
cia1 forest land in the sampling area. 

N, = number of respondents in the sampling 
area. 

A,  = acres owned by individual respondents. 

The  resulting number of owners is an unbiased 
estimate o f  the total number of persons who own 
commercial forest land in West Virginia. 

The  data were compiled using the FINSYS gen- 
eralized computer system. (Wilson, Robert W. ,  
J r . ,  and  Robert C. Pctsrs ,  1967. The Northeastern 
Forest Inventory Data Processing System I: Intro- 
duction. U.  S. Dep. .igric. For. Serv. Res. Pap.  
NE-61, 20 p., illus.) 

The  area of privately owned land in each samp- 
ling area, other than in rhe 30,000 acre and over 
class, was dicided by the number of fields plots 
represented. Thus,  if  a particular respondent 
owned land on which one forested plot was lo- 
cated, his response was given a weight of one. I f  a 
respondent representsd t ~ v o  forested plots, his re- 
sponse received a neight  of  two, or double the 
acreage, and so  on .  



I t  was also necessary to determine i f  those ques- For a discussion of  the method of calculating 
tionnaires obtained through the mail and those these sampling errors see: Cochran, William G. 
obtained by means of follow-up in the field were 1963. Theory for selection with arbitrary probabil- 
samples o f  the same population. The hypothesis ities. p. 252 ln Sampling Techniques. 2nd ed. John 
tested was that there was no significant difference Wiley and Sons, New York. 
in the mean acreage between subsarnples. Stu- 
dent's t-test showed no significant differences at DEFINITION OF TERMS 
the 99 percent level. Average annual net growth of growing stock. 

Because this study encompasses nine sampling The change (resulting from natural causes) in vol- 
areas, data have been aggregated to the forest sur- ume of  sound wood in sawtimber and poletimber 
vey units. The following tabulation shows the per- trees during the period between surveys, divided 
tinent data for each unit: by the length of the period. Components of an- 

Useable Survey Averagearea nual net growth of growing stock include the in- 
Unit questionnaires plots per plot crement of net volume of trees present at the be- 

Northeastern 273 305 1 1,702 ginning of the period and surviving to its end, plus 
Southern 198 303 12,187 net volume of trees reaching poletimber size dur- 
Northwestern 239 253 12,179 

ing that period, minus the net volume of trees that 
Total 710 86 1 12,012 died during the period, minus cull increment (the 

SAMPLlNG ERRORS 

Sampling errors were calculated for the es ti-  
mated total number o f  forest-land owners in each 
unit and for the combined total. The sampling 
error for the number of acres of commercial forest 
land in private ownership was calculated as part of 
the forest survey. The user of these data is cau- 
tioned that, as the size of any estimate decreases in 
relation to the total estimate, the sampling error, 
expressed as a percent of the estimate, increases 
drastically. The inclusion of small woodland par- 
cels (10 acres and less) in the study population sub- 
stantially influences the sampling error for the 
estimated number of owners. 

Sampling error 
Unit Private commercial forest land 

net volume o f  trees that became rough or rotten 
during the period). 

Board foot. A unit of lumber measurement 1 
foot Iong, 1 foot wide, and 1 inch thick, or its 
equivalent. By Resources Evaluation convention, 
softwoods less than 9.0 inches in dbh and hard- 
woods less than 11.0 inches in dbh do not contain 
board-foot volume. 

Clearcutting. The method of regenerating tim- 
ber in which the area is cut clear in the literal sense 
of the word; virtually all the trees, large and small, 
are removed. The term is often erroneously ap- 
plied to  any type of cutting in which all the mer- 
chantable timber is removed and all that is not 
merchantable is left standing. 

Commercial forest land. Forest land that is pro- 
ducing or  capable of producing crops of industrial 
wood (more than 20 ft3/acreiyear) and that is not 

A cres Percen f withdrawn from timber utilization. (Industrial 
Northeastern k 91,000 52.55 wood is all roundwood products except 
Southern -+ I26,OOO 23.42 fuelwood.) 
Northwestern k 89,400 22-90 Diameter limit. The method of regenerating 

Total 4179,406 ~ 1 . 7 3  timber in which all trees above a specified 
diameter are removed. 

Estimated population More than 10 acres 

Unit Owners Sampling errors Owners Sampling errors 

Northeastern 73,400 
Southern 57,200 
Northwestern 76,900 

Total 207,500 11 118,700 . 5 



Forest indusrries. Companies or individuaIs 
operating wood-using plants. 

Forest land. Land that is at least 16.7 percent 
stocked (contains at least 7.5 f t '  of basal area) by 
forest trees of any size, or that formerly had such 
tree cover and is nor currently developed for non- 
forest use. (Forest trees are woody plants that 
have a well developed stem and usually are more 
than I2 feet in height at  maturity.) The minimum 
area for classification of forest land is 1 acre. 

Growing-stock trees. Live trees of commercial 
species that are classified as sawtimber, poletim- 
ber, saplings, and seedlings; that is, all live trees of 
commercial species except rough and rotten trees. 

Crowing-stock volume. Net volume, in f t ' ,  of 
growing-stock trees that are 5.0 inches in dbh or 
larger, from a 1-foot stump to a minimum 4.0- 
inch top diameter outside bark of the  central stem. 

Hardwoods. Dicotyledonous trees, usuaIly 
broad-leaved and deciduous. 

Private cornmercialforesr land. All commercial 
forest land other than that owned by federal, 
state, or  IocaI governmenrs or  their agencies. 

Pulpwood. Any log from which woodpulp is to 
be made; usually measured in bolts of 3 ,  5 ,  or 8 
feet, and somewhat smaller in diameter than saw- 
logs or  veneer Iogs. 

Sawlog. Any log from which lumber is to be 
sawn. 

Sawrimber trees. Live trees of commercial spe- 
cies: (a)  that are of the following minimum 
diameter at  breast height: softwoods, 9.0 inches 
and hardwoods31 1.0 inches, and (b) that contain 
at  least one 12-foot or  two noncontiguous 8-foot 
merchantable sawlogs, and that meet regional 
specifications for freedom from defect. 

b 

Sawtimber volume. Net volume in board feet, 
In ternationat 1 /4-inch rule, o f  merchantable saw- 
logs in live sawtimber trees. Net volume equals 
gross volume less deductions for rot, sweep, and 
other defects that affect use for lumber. 

Selection system. The method of regenerating 
timber in which trees of a11 sizes are harvested. 
However, in practice, frequently only the oldest or 
largest trees in a stand are harvested. Trees are 
taken singly or  in small groups, but the entire 
stand is never cleared completely in a single opera- 
tion. 

So frwoods. Coniferous [rees, usually evergreen, 
with needles o r  scalelikt leaves. 

Srand. A growth of trees on forest land. 
Timber removals. The volume o f  growing-stock 

or sawtimber trees harvested or kilIed in logging or  
in culrural operations such as timber stand im- 
provement, land clearing, or  changes in land use. 

Tirn ber salvage. Removais of down, damaged, 
or diseased trees. 

Veneer log. Any log from which veneer is to be 
made, by peeling (rotary cutting) or  slicing. 

METRIC EQUIVALENTS 

One acre = 4,065.3 square meters (m') or 0.405 
ha 
One thousand acres = 305 ha 
One miliion acres = 403,000 ha 
One cubic Foot ( f t ' )  = 25,317 cubic cenrimeters 
(cm') = 0.0283 cubic meters (m') 
Breasr height = 1.3716 meters (rn) above ground 
One foot = 30.48 centirnsters (cm) or  0.3048 m 
One mils = 1.609 kilometers (km)  
One square foot ( f t ' )  = 929.03 square centimeters 
(cm') or 0.0929 m' 



QUESTIONNAIRE 

NE FOREST EXPERIIENT STATION OMS 40-R-3941 
FOREST SERVICE, U . S . DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

NORTHE=ASTERN WOODLAM) OWNERSHIP STUDY 

S t a t e  

County 

P lo t  

Pleaae complete the following ques t i ons  t o  the b e s t  of  your knrrwledge. Where 
a c t u a l  data  a r e  n o t  avai lable please  use your b e s t  estimate. Please be assured 
your answers will be held s t r i c t l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I f  you do no t  now own woodland, 
please answer quest ions 1 and 2 and r e t u r n  t h e  ques t ionna i re .  

1. HOW nuch land do you now awn? ( Include woodlands, pas ture ,  cropland,  
e t c . ,  bu t  exclude individual house l o t s .  ) Acres 

2, O f  a l l  of the land you am how much i s  woodland? Acres o r  percent  

3. 1s a l l  of the woodland you w-n i n  one s t a t e ?  

Yes What s t a t e ?  

No - My woodlands a r e  i n  more than  one s t a t e  as  follows: 

a c r e s  i n  
( s t a t e )  

a c r e s  i n  
(s t a  t e )  

a c r e s  i n  
( s t a t e  

acres i n  
(s t a t e )  

4. HOW many ind iv idua l  tracts or pa r ce l s  of woodland do  yat own? Number 

5. I n  what year  did you f i r s t  a cqu i r e  woodland? Year 



6, How did you acquire the major portion of the woodland you now own? 

Purchase 1. 

Inheritance 2. 

Other 3. 

7. In which one of the following ownership categories does the major- portion 
of your woodland holdings fall? (Please check on.ly one.) 

Check one 

Individual (include husband and wife) I. 
Joint ownership 2 .  
Undivided estate 3. 
Partnership 4. 
Corporation 5 .  
Club or association 6. 
Other 7. 

8. If the ownership is a partnership, corporation, club or association, what 
is the nature of the business or organization? 

Please indicate the title of the person completing this questionnaire. 

9. What i+ the approximate road mileage from your home to your nearest and 
furthest tract of woodland? (For businesses or organizations consider 
"home" to mean place of business, or location of organization.) 

Miles to the nearest tract (enter zero if you live on the tract). 

Miles to the furthest tract. 

10. How many times have you or your representative visited your nearest and 
furthest tract of woodland in the last 12 months? 

Number of visits to the nearest tract 

Number of visits to the furthest tract 



11. Which s ta tement  most a ccu ra t e ly  descr ibes  your woodland? 
Check one 

a .  ~ o s t  of the trees are  sugar (hard) maple,  beech, and 
yel low b i rch .  

b. ~ o s t  of the  t r e e s  a r e  red ( s o f t )  maple, e lm,  and ash. 

c. Most of the t r e e s  a r e  oaks, h i cko r i e s ,  gums, and 
y e l l w -  poplar.  

d. Most of the t r e e s  are pines.  

e .  Most of t he  trees a r e  so£ twoods o t h e r  t han  pines .  

f .  None of t he  above apply. Please d e s c r i b e  your 
woodland b r i e f l y :  

g. I do  no t  know what kinds of t r e e s  a r e  on my land. 

12 .  Which s ta tement  most a ccu ra t e ly  descr ibes  average  s i z e  of t he  t r e e s  
i n  your  woodland? 

Check one 

a .  The average t r e e  i s  5 inches i n  d iameter  o r  smal le r .  

b. The average t r e e  i s  between 5 and 12 inches i n  diameter .  

c. The average t r e e  is 12 inches i n  diamter  o r  larger. 

d .  I d o n ' t  know how b i g  the t r e e s  a r e .  

13. Rave you eve r  harves ted  timber o r  t r e e s  f rom your land? 

Yes 1. No. 2.  

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE NEVER HARVESTED TIMBER OR TREES FRaM YOUR WOODLAND SKIP TO 
QUESTION 22. 

14. I n  w h a t  year d id  the  most recen t  t.imber h a r v e s t  t ake  place? 

15. what percen t  of your woodland was involved i n  t h e  most r e cen t  
t imber  s a l e ?  

16. What pe r cen t ,  i f  any,  of your woodland do you f e e l  you would 
never harves  t timber from? 



17. What products were harvested? (Check a s  many as  apply.) 

Check 

S awlogs I *  - Mine timbers 6 *  - 
Veneer logs o r  b o l t s  2 *  - Christmas t r e e s  7 -  - 
Pu 1 pwood 3 -  - Other (p lease  specify)  B e  - 
Turnery b o l t s  4.  - Don't know what products 
Pos ts ,  poles ,  o r  piling 5. were harvested 9. - 

18. Please i nd i ca t e  amounts of products harvested.  

Product Amount Unit of measure 

19. How were your t r e e s  se lec ted  f o r  harvesting? (Please check only the 
method that accounted fo r  the g r e a t e s t  volume, if more than one method 
was used. ) 

Check one 

Se lec t ion  (only preselected market t r e e s  were removed). 
e 

Diameter l i m i t  (only t r e e s  over a m i n i m  diameter were 
removed). 

Please i nd i ca t e  minimum diameter 

Clearcut t ing  (most o r  a l l  of the t r e e s  on a given area  were 
removed). 3 .  

Land c lear ing  ( t r e e s  were harvested i n c i d e n t a l  t o  c lear ing  
the land fo r  a use other  than woodland). 4. 

b 

Other (please spec i fy )  5. 

Don't know method used. 6 .  



20.  Who selected the area or trees to be harveatedl 

Check one 

1. Landowner 
2. Forester 
3, Friend or neighbor 
4. Timber buyer or logger 
5 .  Combination of , and 

21. If you did not have the rssistance of a forester in the harvesting of 
your timber, do you now uiah you had? 

Check - 
Yes 

No 

Mo feeling either way 

If yes, why - 

22. Why did you harvest timber at the time that you did? 
(Check only the one reason you consider mst important.) 

Check one 

Felt timber was mature 1, 
Offered a good price 2. 
Land clearing 3. 
Needed mrzey 4. 
Needed timber for own use 5. 
Timber harvest for company use 

(industry only) 6, 
Other (please specify) 7. 



23. If you have never  harvested timber o r  trees from your land, why n o t ?  
(Please check only the reason you consider m e t  important). 

Woodland imnature - timber too small 
No market for timber 
Pxice  offered or prevailing market price 

too low 
Value of land for hunting would be destroyed 
Selling or plan to sell the land 
Scenery would be destroyed 
Lend tied up i n  e s t a t e  
Distrust of  loggtrs 
Opposed to timber harvesting 
Poor q u a l i t y  timber 
Not enough volume 
Lagging would craate a fire hazard 
Insufficient area to harvest 
Other (please specify) 

24. Do you plan to harvest timber from your woodlands in: 

Check one 

Next 5 years 1. 
5 to 10 years 2. 
Possibly at some future date 3. 
Never plan to harvest 4 .  

25. Have you ever sought the assistance of a forester for advice or help in 
managing your woodland? 

Yes 3 Please indicate the nature of assistance. 



26. What office, agency, or individual would you contact for forestry 
assistance? (If you don't know, please write in "don't know.") 

27. Why do you own woodland? (Please rank in order of importance those iteras 
that are applicable, with number 1 the most fmportant.) 

Rank - 
Land investment (hope to sell all or part of my woodland 
at a profit). - 

Recreation (hunting, camping, fishing, etc.). - 
Timber production (growing timber or other forest 
products for sale). - 

Farm or domestic use (source of forest products for own 
use, i.e., firewood, fence posts, etc.). - 

Aesthetic enjoyment (the desire to have woodland and 
"green space" around my home). - 

Part of the farm (the woodland is part of the farm but 
serves no useful function in the farm operation). - 

Part of my residence, - 
Other (please specify) - 

28. Which of the following do you feel were the most important benefits you 
derived from your woodland in the last 5 years? (Please rank in order 
of importance those items that are applicable, with number 1 the most 
important.) 

Increase in land value (investment). - 
~ecreation (hunting, fishing, camping, etc. ) . - 
Income from the sale of timber. - 
Aesthetics (just enjoy woodland, vildlife, and the 
general satisfaction of owning "green space"). 

Farm and domestic use. - 
other (please specify) - 



2 9 .  Which o f  the  f o l l o w i n g  do you f e e l  w i l l  be  the most impor tan t  b e n e f i t s  
you expec t  t o  der ive  from your woodland i n  t h e  n e x t  5 y e a r s ?  ( P l e a s e  
rank i n  o r d e r  o f  impor tance  t h o s e  i t ems  t h a t  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e ,  w i t h  

- - 

number 1 t h e  most i m p o r t a n t . )  

I n c r e a s e  i n  land v a l u e  ( i n v e s t m e n t )  . - 
R e c r e a t i o n  ( h u n t i n g ,  camping, e t c . ) .  - 
Income from s a l e  of  t imber .  - 
A e s t h e t i c s  ( j u s t  e n j o y  woodland, w i l d l i f e ,  and 

t h e  g e n e r a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of owning "green 
space" ) .  

Farm o r  domest ic  u s e .  
Other  ( p l e a s e  s p e c i f y )  

30. I s  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  o t h e r  t h a n  your f ami ly  and immediate c i r c l e  of  
f r i e n d s ,  p e r m i t t e d  t o  u s e  your  woodland f o r  any of  che f o l l o w i n g ?  

Check 

Hiking 
P i c n i c k i n g  - 
Camping 3. - 
F i s h i n g  (check o n l y  if f i s h i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e )  4. 
Hunting 5. 
Snowmobiling 
Other  ( P l e a s e  s p e c i f y  j 
P u b l i c  u s e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  

31.  I s  your  land pos ted?  

> No , g o t o n e x t q u e s t i o n .  

Yes , why i s  i t  pos ted?  

32.  Have you been approached t o  s e l l  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  your woodland i n  t h e  
l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ?  

Yes 



33. Arc you an active member of m y  of the follaring organizations? 
(Please check those you are a member of.) 

Check - 
American Forestry Association 
Ohio Forestry Association 
Pennsylvania Forestry Assacfation 
Isaac Walton League 
Audubon Soc ie ty  
Natural History Society 
National Wildlife Federation 
A Sportsman's Club 
A Garden Club 
National ~arnaer's Organization 
The Grange 
The hrican Tree Farm Program 
The Sierra Club 
Any other organizations .similar to 

7 .  
a. 
9 .  
10. 
11 
12. 
13. 

those listed above 14. 
, (Please specify) 
No, I don't hold membership in any of the above. 2 5 .  

34.  Do you or any member of your household subscribe to any of the following 
magazines? (Please check those that apply. ) 

Check - 
Tree Farm News 
American Forests 
National Wildlife 
Forest Farmer 
Ohio Woodlands 
Pennsylvania Forests 
Pennsylvania Game News 
Audubon Magazine 
National Parks and Recreation 
Field and Stream 
Sports Afield 
Kentucky Farmer 
Agvay Cooperator 
Ranger Rick Nature Magazine 
Our Heritage 
Forests and People 
Ohio F a m r  
Haryland Conservation 
West Virginia Conservation 
Pennsylvania Farmer 
Any other magazine similar to thome listed above 21. 
(Please specify) 
No, I don't subscribe to any of the above magazines. 22. 



3 5 .  please i n d i c a t e  whe the r  each o f  t h e  f o l l w i n g  s ta tements  is true o r  fa lse .  
1f you f e e l  you d o n ' t  k n w ,  d o n ' t  guess, please check "Don't  Know"~~lumn, 

True False Don't Knew -- 
Conserva t ion  means t ha t  natural r e s o u r c e s  shou ld  

be used wisely. -- 
Once a f o r e s t  is c u t  i t  w i l l  n o t  g r m  back 

unless p l a n t e d .  -- 
S u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  i s  an  impor tan t  f o r e s t r y  

o b j e c t i v e .  

C l e a r c u t t i n g  i s  always bad f o r e s t r y .  -- 
A l l  f o r e s t  l and  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  is managed. -- 
Se l ec t i ve  logg ing  is always good f o r e s t r y .  -- 
C m m e r c i a l  f o r e s t  l a n d  i s  f o r e s t  l and  t h a t  is 

owned by wood-using i n d u s t r i e s .  -- 
An ecosystem i s  any complex of l i v i n g  

o r g a n i s m  t o g e t h e r  with t h e i r  e n v i r o m n t  
t h a t  i s  i s o l a t e d  f o r  s t u d y .  -- 

A v i r g i n  f o r e s t  i s  any f o r e s t  of o l d  o r  l a r g e  
trees. -- 

Stumpage p r i c e  i s  t h e  p r i c e  paid f o r  s t a n d i n g  
t imber .  -- 



7 

The following questions are asked to classify responses on the basia of 
information about the owner personally. Again, we would remind you that the 
nawers to these questions, and to any other questions on this questionnaire 
re strictly confidential. All answers will be compiled in such a manner that 
it will be impossible to identify any individual reply. 

These questions do not pertain to and should not be answered by 
corporations and organizations. . . 

If the woodland is owned by more than one person, the following questions 
should be answered for the person to whom the questionnaire is addressed. 

36. During the first 12 years of the owner's life where did he live most of 
the time? 

Check one 

In a city with a population of 100,000 or more 1. 
I n a c i t y w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n o f 1 0 , 0 0 0 t o  99,999 2. 
In a t a m  or city with a population of less 
than 10,000 3. 

In a rural area 4. 
On a farm 5. 

37. What is the sex of the owner? 

Male Female 

38. What is the age of the owner? 

Check one 

Under 2 5  
2 5 -44 
45-64 
65 and over 



39.  How many years  of formal education has the owner completed? 

Check one 

Grades  1- 8 1. 
- --- 

Grades 9-12 . 2 .  
Has some schooling beyond high school (business 

technical school, o r  some college)  
Has a bachelor's degree or equivalent 
Has some graduate work 
Holds a master 's  degree 
Holds a doc to ra l  degree 

40. What is the primary occupation of the owner? 

41. In which category would the owner's personal gross income from a l l  
sources f a l l ?  

Check one 

Less than $10,000 
$10,000 to $14,999 
$15,000 t o  $19,999 
$20,000 to $24,999 
$25,000 to $29,999 
$30,000 or more 



INDEX T O  TABLES 

Table No. 
1. Estimated number of private owners of 

commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by size class of ownership and 
geographic unit, West Virginia 1975. 

2. Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by form of ownership and geo- 
graphic unit, West Virginia 1975. 

3. Estimated number of corporate owners 
of commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by nature of business, West 
Virginia 1975. 

4. Estimated number of individual own- 
ers of commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by occupation and geographic 
unit, West Virginia 1975. 

5 .  Age class of individual owners, by 
number of owners, acres of commer- 
cial forest land owned, and geographic 
unit, West Virginia 1975. 

6 .  Years of formal education of individ- 
ual owners, by number of owners, 
acres of commercial forest land owned, 
and geographic unit, West Virginia 
1975. 

7. Individual owners by income group, 
acres of commercial forest land owned, 
and geographic unit, West Virginia 
1975. 

8. Early life environment of individual 
owners, by number of owners, acres of 
commercial forest land owned, and 
geographic unit, West Virginia 1 975. 

9. Estimated number of owners of corn- 
mercial forest land and acres owned, 
by period of ownership and geographic 
unit, West Virginia 1975. 

10. Estimated number of individual 
owners and acreage owned, by period 
of ownership and geographic unit, 
West Virginia 1975. 

11. Estimated number of owners of com- 
mercial forest land and acreage owned, 
by distance from tracts and number of 
tracts owned, West Virginia 1975. 

12. Estimated number of owners and 
acreage owned, by distance from near- 
est tract and geographic unit, West Vir- 
ginia 1975. 

13. Estimated number of owners and 
acreage owned, by number of tracts 
owned and geographic unit, West 
Virginia 1975. 

14. Primary reason for owning commer- 
cial forest land, by number of owners 
and acreage owned, and geographic 
unit, West Virginia 1975. 

15. Primary reason for owning cornrner- 
cia1 forest land, by number of owners 
who have harvested timber, acreage 
owned, and geographic unit, West Vir- 
ginia 1975. 

16. Primary reason for owning commer- 
cial forest land, by number of owners 
who have not harvested timber, 
acreage owned, and geographic unit, 
West Virginia 1975. 

17. Primary reason for owning commer- 
cial forest land, by intention to  harvest 
for all owners and the number of acres 
they own, West Virginia 1975. 

18. Primary benefit in the Iast 5 years from 
ownership of commercial forest land 
and primary benefit expected in the 
next 5 years, by number of owners who 
have and number who have not har- 
vested timber, and the number of acres 
they own, West Virginia 1975. 

19. Primary benefit in the Iast 5 years from 
ownership of commercial forest land 
and primary benefit expected in the 
next 5 years, by number of owners who 
have and number who have not har- 
vested timber, and the number of acres 
they own, Northeastern Unit, West 
Virginia 1975. 

20. Primary benefit in the last 5 years from 
ownership of commercial forest land 
and primary benefit expected in the 
next 5 years, by number of owners who 
have and number who have not har- 
vested timber, and the number o f  acres 
they own, Southern Unit, West Vir- 
ginia 1975. 

21. Primary benefit in the last 5 years from 
ownership of commercial forest land 
and primary benefit expected in the 
next 5 years, by number of owners who 
have and number who have not har- 
vested timber, and the number of acres 



they own, Northwestern Unit, West 
Virginia 1975. 
Primary benefit expected in the next 5 
years from ownership of commercial 
forest Iand, by intention to harvest for 
all owners and the number of acres 
they own, West Virginia 1975 
Reason f ~ r h a r v e s t i n ~ ,  by ownership 
group, number of owners, and acres of 
commercial forest land owned, West 
Virginia 1975. 
Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by reason for harvesting and 
geographic unit, West Virginia 1975. 
Reason for not harvesting, by owner- 
ship group, number of owners, and 
acres of commercial forest land owned, 
West Virginia 1975. 
Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by reason for not harvesting 
and geographic unit, West Virginia 
1975. 
Expected time of timber harvest, by 
number of owners and acreage owned, 
West Virginia 1975. 
Expected time of timber harvest, by 
number of owners and acreage owned, 
Northeastern Unit, West Virginia 
1975. 
Expected time of timber harvest, by 
number of owners and acreage owned, 
Southern Unit, West Virginia 1975. 
Expected time of timber harvest, by 
number of owners and acreage owned, 
Northwestern Unit, West Virginia 
1975. 
Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and the acreage 
they own, by size class of ownership 
and expected time of timber harvest, 
West Virginia 1975. 

Estimated number of owners harvest- 
ing timber and acres owned, by indi- 
vidual selecting timber and method of 
selection, West Virginia 1975. 44. 
Estimated number of owners harvest- 
ing timber and acres owned, by indi- 
vidual selecting timber and method of 
selection, Northeastern Unit, West Vir- 45. 
ginia 1975. 

Estimated number of owners harvest- 
ing timber and acres owned, by indi- 
vidual selecting timber and method of 
selection, Southern Unit, West Virgin- 
ia 1975. 
Estimated number of owners harvest- 
ing timber and acres owned, by indi- 
viduaI selecting timber and method of 
selection, Northwestern Unit, West 
Virginia 1975. 

Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by individual selecting timber 
and method of selection, West Virginia 
1975. 

Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by product harvested and geo- 
graphic unit, West Virginia 1975. 
Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by agency that owners would 
contact for forestry assistance, West 
Virginia 1975. 

Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by owners who have received 
forestry assistance, and nature of serv- 
ice, West Virginia 1975. 
Estimated number of private owners 
allowing and not permitting public use 
of their land, by geographic unit, West 
Virginia 1975. 
Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by public use permitted and 
geographic unit, West Virginia 1975. 

Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by reason for posting land and 
geographic unit, West Virginia 1975. 

Estimated number of private owners of 
commercial forest land and the acreage 
they own, by organization member- 
ship, West Virginia 1975. 

Estimated number of individual own- 
ers of commercial forest land and the 
acreage they own, by publications they 
receive, West Virginia 1975. 
Number of responses to true-false 
statements, by individual owners of 



commercial forest Iand and the acreage 
they own, West Virginia 1975. 

46. Estimated number of individual own- 
ers of  commercial forest Iand and the 

acreage they own, by percent score for 
10 true-false statements, West Virginia 
1975. 

Table 1 .-Esti'mated number of private owners of commercial forest land and acres owned, by size 
class of ownership and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Size class Northeastern Southern Northwestern Total 
(acres) 

Number 

34,900 
11,300 
12,700 
5,900 
5,300 
2,600 

400 
300 

Percent 

4 8 
15 
17 
8 
7 
4 
1 

* * 

Number 

25,900 
10,000 
10,500 
6,100 
3,300 
1,000 

3 00 
1 00 

Percent Number 
OWNERS 

4 5 22,100 
17 18,500 
18 17,600 
11 12,600 
6 4,700 
2 1,100 
I 200 

* * 100 

Percent 

29 
24 
23 
17 
6 
1 

* * 
* * 

Number 

82,900 
39,800 
40,800 
24,600 
13,300 
4,700 

900 
500 

Percent 

40 
19 
20 
12 
7 
2 

* * 
* * 

Total 

ACRES OWNED 
2 97,600 
3 223,400 
9 534,800 

10 873,700 
11 595,400 
8 33 1,600 
6 126,800 

5 1 297,900 

Total 3,369,100 100 3,692,600 100 3,08 1,200 100 10,342,900 100 

**Less then 0.5 percent. 



Table 2.-Estimated number of private owners of commercial forest land and acres 
owned, by form of ownership and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Form o f  
ownership Owners 

Commercial 
forest land Owners who Acres owned 

have harvested by harvesters owned 

Number Percen / A cres Percent Percent Percent 

NORTHEASTERN 

Individual 60,800 8 3 2,420,000 68 37 56 
Corporation 2,500 3 645,800 I8 I2 86 
Partnership 3,200 4 98,100 3 16 62 
Other 6,900 10 405,200 1 1  3 2 5 8 

Total 73,400 100 3,569,100 1 00 3 4 62 

SOUTHERN 

I ndividuai 54,700 96 1,625.900 44 17 4 8 
Corporation 400 1 1,73 1,800 47 2 5 97 
Partnership 200 71,100 2 * * * *  6 1 
Other 1,900 3 263,800 7 53 6 8 

Total 57,200 1 00 3,692,600 100 18 7 2  

NORTH WESTERN 

Individual 66,600 8 7 2,47 1,600 80 3 7 4 1 
Corporation 100 * * 21 3,400 7 1 00 8 9 
Partnership 900 1 121,100 4 3 3 69 
Other 9,300 12 275,100 9 34 5 4 

Total 76,900 100 3,08 1,200 100 3 7 47 

TOTAL 
e Individual 182,100 8 8 6 , 5  17,500 6 3 3 1 4 8 

Corporation 3,000 1 2,591,000 2 5 17 9 3 
Partnership 4,300 2 290,300 3 19 64 
Other 18,100 9 944,100 9 3 5 60 

**Less than 0.5 percent. 

Table 3.-Estimated number of corporate owners of com- 
mercial forest land and acres owned, by nature of business, 
West Virginia 1975 

Nature of 
business 

Owners 
Commercial 
forest land 

owned 

;L'lctn ber Percent A cres Perc-enr 
Real estate 600 20 520.800 2 0 
Forest industry * * + 816,500 3 2 
Other industry 2,300 77 963,900 3 7 
Public utility * * 1: 157.900 6 
Other 1 00 3 13 f .900 \ 

Total ! ,000 100 2,591.000 100 

* Fewer than 50 owners. 
* *  Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 4.-Estimated number of individual owners of commercial forest land and acres owned, by 
occupation and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

-- 

Occupation N o r ~  hcustcrn Southern Northwcstcrn . Total 

Profc\\ionai 
Execur ivc 
Rct ircd 
White collar 
Skilled labor 
Housewife 
Laborer 
Farmer 
Ot hcr 
No an.twcr 

N i c r r r  hcr 

2,0ofl 
1,500 
7,300 

800 
1.500 
1.600 

17,300 
16,100 
4,300 
8.300 

Percenl ,Virrrr her 
O W N E R S  

2 1.600 
2 1 -900 

46 13,100 
3 1.500 
6 6.900 
1 1.400 
6 21.800 
5 9.800 

10 1.600 
19 4.000 

Nlirrt her 

4,600 
4,400 
45,700 

3,700 
1 1,600 
3,500 

45,700 
28,500 
11,700 
22,700 

Percen I 

3 
2 

2 5 
2 
6 
2 

2 5 
16 
6 

13 

Total 60,800 1 00 54.700 100 66.600 100 182,100 100 
-- - - - - - 

Profe~sional  
E\ccutic c 
Retired 
Whirc collar 
Skilled labor 
Housewife 
Laborer 
Farmer 
Other 
No answer 

-- 

ACRES O W N E D  
9 lj0.700 
9 1 31.700 

2 3 621.600 
6 99.700 
8 136.100 
3 74.ZOo 

I I 537,100 
14 181.400 
8 88.400 
9 151.400 

Total 2,420,000 100 1,625,900 100 2,171.600 100 6,517,500 100 



Table 5.-Age class of individual owners, by number of 
owners and acres of commercial forest land owned, 
and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Age class 
(years) 

Commercial 
Owners forest land 

owned 

Under 25 
25 to 44 
45 to 64 
65 and over 
No answer 

Number Percen~ A cres Percenr 
NORTHEASTERN 

Total 

SOUTHERN 
Under 25 - - - - 
25 to 44 8,100 1 5  274,200 17 
45 to 64 28,000 5 1 784,400 3 8 
65 and over 8,900 16 408,600 25 
No answer 9,700 18 158,700 10 

Total 54,700 100 1,625,900 100 

NORTHWESTERN 
Under 25 600 1 48,900 2 
25 to 44 17,700 2 7 562,500 2 3 
45 to 64 24,900 3 7 904,300 36 
65 and over 20,600 3 1 81 4,500 3 3 
No answer 2,800 4 141,400 6 

Total 66,600 100 2,471,600 100 
-- - - 

TOTAL 
Under 25 600 * + 48,900 1 

25 to 44 45,300 2 5 1,230,000 19 
45 to 64 80,900 45 1,931,500 45 
65 and over 42,300 2 3 1,944,700 3 0 
No answer 12,900 7 362,400 5 

Total 182,100 100 6,517,500 1 0 0  

** Less than 0.5 percent. . 



Table 6.-Years of formal education of individual owners, b 
number of owners, acres of commercial forest land owned: 
and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Education 
level Owners 

Commercial 
forest land 

owned 

Number Percenr Acres 
NORTHEASTERN 

0 to 8 years 26.400 44 783,900 
9 to 12 years 22,700 3 7 662.800 
Beyond high school 7,200 12 43 1,600 
Bachelor degree 1,400 2 123.700 
Graduate education 1,800 3 294,300 
No answer 1,300 2 123.700 

Percent 

Total 60,800 100 2,420,000 100 

SOUTHERN 
0 to 8 years 25,500 4 7 500,000 3 1 
9 to 12 years 8,400 15 403,600 2 5 
Beyond high school 4,500 8 275,700 17 
Bachelor degree 900 2 103,400 6 
Graduate education 2,900 5 186,200 11 
No answer 12,500 2 3 157.000 10 

Total 54,700 100 1,625,900 100 

NORTHWESTERN 
0 to 8 years 26,500 40 873,400 36 
9 to 12 years 20, I00 3 0 60 1,600 2 4 
Beyond high school 10,300 I5 365,100 15 
Bachelor degree 1,300 2 175,900 7 
Graduate education 2,000 3 201,800 8 
No answer 6,400 10 253,800 10 

Total 66,600 100 2,471,600 100 
-- - - -- - 

TOTAL 
0 to  8 years 78,4!lO 43 2,157,300 3 3 
9 to 12 years 5 1,200 2 8 1,668,000 2 6 
Beyond high school 22,000 12 1,072,400 17 
Bachelor degree 3,600 2 403,000 6 
Graduate education 6,700 4 682,300 10 
No answer 20,200 11 534,500 8 

Total 182,100 100 6,517,500 100 



Table 7.-Individual owners by income group, number of 
owners, acres of commercial forest land owned, and geo. 
graphic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Annual 
income Owners 

Commercial 
forest land 

owned 

Number Percent A cres Percent 
NORTHEASTERN 

Less than % 10,000 37,300 6 2 1,263,300 52 
5 10,000-$13,999 16,600 2 7 276,400 12 
$15,000-$19,999 1,800 3 202,200 8 
%20,000-$29,999 500 I 153,500 6 
$30,000 or more 2,400 4 296.000 12 
N o  answer 2,100 3 225,600 10 

Total 60,800 100 2,420,000 100 
-- - -- 

SOUTHERN 
Less than S10,000 33,000 60 772,500 4 8 
$10,000-$14,999 4,700 9 260,300 16 
$1 5,000-5 19,999 1,200 2 127,600 8 
$20,000-529,999 1,700 3 72,400 3 
$30,000 or more 200 * * 89,500 5 

No answer 13,900 2 6 303,600 19 

Total 54,700 100 1,625,900 100 

NORTHWESTERN 
Less than S10,000 3 2,200 48 1,275,100 5 2 
S 10,000-S 14,999 17,800 2 7 39 1,200 16 
$1 5,000-$19,999 5,900 9 139,000 6 
S20.000-529,999 900 1 109,500 4 
$30,000 or more 1,800 3 178,100 7 
No answer 8,000 12 378,700 15 

Total 66,600 100 2,471,600 100 

TOTAL 
Less than 5 10,000 102,600 5 6 3,3 10,900 5 1 
$10,000-S 14,999 39,100 2 2 927,900 14 
S15,OOO-S 19,999 8,900 5 168,800 7 
$20,000-329,999 3,100 2 335,400 5 
$30,000 or more 4,400 2 563,600 9 

4 No answer 24,000 13 9 10,900 13 

Total 182,100 100 6,517,500 100 

* *  Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 8.-Early life environment of individual owners, by 
number of owners, acres of commercial forest land owned, 
and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Type o f  Commercial 
environment" Owners forest land 

owned 

hilrrnber Percenr A cres Percen r 
NORTH EASTERN 

City over 10,000 12,300 20 2 1 8,400 9 
Town under 10,000 3,900 6 278.100 1 I 
Rural area 13,700 2 3 378,700 16 
Farm 26,700 4 4 1,310,vOO 5 5 
No answer 4.100 7 133.900 6 

Total 60,800 100 2,320.000 100 

SOUTHERS 
City over 10.000 3,900 - I 282.700 17 
Town oter 10,000 800 I 129,300 8 
Rural area 17,300 3 2 3 19.000 2 0 
Farm 2 1,300 39 708,700 44 
No answer I 1,400 2 1 186.200 1 I 

Total 54,700 100 1,625,900 100 

NORTHtVESTERN 
City over 10.000 2,800 4 179.000 7 
Town under 10.000 5,500 8 259,300 10 
Rural area 23,100 3 5 544.900 2 2 
Farm 30,100 45 1,298.100 5 3 
No answer 5,100 8 I W.300 8 

Total 66,600 100 2,471.600 100 

TOT.4 L 
City over 10,000 19,100 10 680.100 10 
Town under 10.000 10,200 6 666.700 10 
Rural area 54,100 3 0 1,242.600 19 
Farm 78,100 43 3.417.700 5 3 
N o  answer 20,600 I I 5 10.400 8 

Toral 182,100 i00 6.51'.500 100 

.' First I2 years of life. 



Table 9-Estimated number of  owners of commercial 
forest land and acres owned, by period of ownership 
and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Period of Commercial 
ownership Owners forest land 

(years) owned 

,Vum ber Percent A cres Percen r 
NORTHEASTERN 

Less than 5 10,800 15 387,400 I 1  
5-9 13.700 19 325,300 9 

10-24 3 1,200 42 1,169,900 3 3 
25-49 8,500 1 1  976,600 27 
%lore than 50 1,200 2 45 1,300 13 
No answer 8,000 I 1  258,600 7 

Total 73,400 100 3,569,100 100 

SOUTHERN 
Less rhan 5 7,300 I 3  387,900 10 

5 -9 8,600 I S  32 1,200 9 
10-24 23,200 4 0 793,500 2 1 
25-49 6.200 1 1  399,500 14 
More than 50 3 1,300 4.. 1,2 14,000 3 3 
No answer 10,600 19 476,500 13 

Toral 57,200 100 3,692.600 100 

NORTHM/ ESTERN 
Less t h a n  5 14,200 19 404,800 13 

5 -9 14,800 19 5 12,200 17 
10-23 22,500 2 9 872,600 2 8 
1<-49 -., 18,700 2 5 9 19,400 3 0 
hIore than 50 1,800 2 158,100 5 
No ansner 4,900 6 214,100 7 

Total 76,900 100 3,081,200 100 

TOTAL 
1 Less than 5 32,300 16 1,180,100 12 

5-9 37,100 18 1,158,700 1 1  
10-24 76,900 3 7 2,836,000 2 7 
25-49 33,400 16 2,395,500 2 3 
More than 50 4,300 2 1,823,400 18 
No answer 23,500 1 1  949,200 9 

Total 207,500 100 10,342,900 100 



Table 10.-Estimated number of individual owners and 
acrea e owned, by period of ownership and geographic 
unit, a est Virginia 1975 

Period of Commercial 
ownership Owners forest land 

(years) owned 

Number Percent A cres Percent 
NORTHEASTERN 

Less than 5 5,300 9 300,300 12 
5-9 1 1,600 19 228,600 9 
10-24 30,300 5 0 914,300 38 
25-49 7,400 12 676,500 2 8 
More than 50 900 I 1 1  6,900 5 
No answer 5,300 9 183,400 8 

Total 60,800 100 2,420,000 100 

SOUTHERN 
Less than 5 6,900 13 329,300 20 
5 -9 8,100 15 250, I00 16 
10-24 22,400 4 1 39 1,500 24 
25-49 5,700 10 394,600 24 
More than 50 1,200 2 101,700 6 
No answer 10,400 19 158,700 10 

Total 54,700 100 1,625,900 100 

NORTHWESTERN 
Less than 5 10,300 15 381,300 15 
5 -9 13,200 20 422,500 17 
10-24 20,400 3 1 607,800 25 
25-49 17,600 26 768,800 3 1 
More than 50 1,300 2 1 12,400 5 
No answer 3,800 6 178,800 7 

Total 66,600 100 2,471,600 100 
-- 

TOTAL 
Less than 5 22,500 12 1,010,900 16 
5-9 32,900 18 90 1,200 14 
10-24 73,100 40 1,913,600 29 
2 5 -49 30,700 17 1,839,900 2 8 
More than 50 3,400 2 33 1,000 5 
No answer 19,500 11 520,900 8 

Total 182,100 100 6,517,500 100 



Table 11.-Estimated number of owners of  commercial forest land and acreage owned, by distance from 
tracts and number of tracts owned, West Virginia 1975 

Distance Distance from farthest tract 
from tract Distance from 

(miles) nearest tract 1 tract 2 tracts 3 o r  more tracts Total 

Number Percent - - - - - - - - - Number - - - - - - - - - - -  Percent 

Residence to  1 t 26,500 
2- 5 14,600 
6- I5 10,800 

16-25 1,900 
26-50 8,600 
More than SO 22,300 
No  answer 22,800 

O W N E R S  
101,900 10,100 6,400 

1 1,200 4,600 3,200 
8,700 3,200 1,000 
1,200 2,400 1,100 
8,500 1,000 600 

19,500 2,100 1,200 
16,500 2,500 600 

Total  207,500 100 167,500 25,900 14,100 207,500 100 

ACRES OWNED 
Residence to 1 4,5 14,600 44 2,088,600 57 1,600 413,900 3,104,100 3 0 
2-5 935,800 9 344,000 328,200 498,800 1,171,000 1 1  
6- 1 5 1,362,500 13 349,200 294,900 379,400 1,023,500 10 

16-25 348,900 3 178,800 237,000 456,700 872,500 9 
26-50 504,600 5 200,300 149,500 376,000 725,800 7 
More than 50 954,100 9 475,500 204,600 1,623,900 2,304,000 22 
No  answer 1,722,400 17 579,400 87,800 471,800 1,132,000 1 1  



Table 12.-Estimated number of owners and acreaqe 
owned, by distance from nearest tract and geographic unrt, 
West Virginia 1975 

Distance Commercial 
from tract Owners forest land 

(miles) owned 

Residence to 1 
2-5 
6-15 
16-25 
26-50 
More than 50 
No answer 

Number Percen r A cres 
NORTHEASTERN 
5 2 1,s 12,300 
1 1  485,100 
7 453,000 

a * 63,100 
I 160,800 
22 4 16,300 
7 478,500 

Percent 

- - 

Total 73,400 100 3,569,100 100 

SOUTHERN 
Residence to l 40,000 7 0 1,280,200 3 5 
2-5 2,200 4 253,600 7 
6- 15 1,800 3 6 17,800 17 
16-25 700 1 197,900 5 
26-50 500 1 230,900 6 
More than 50 1,600 3 289,400 8 
No answer 10,400 18 822,800 22 

Total 57,200 100 3,692,600 100 

NORTHWESTERN 
Residence to 1 48,900 64 1,722,100 56 
2-5 4,300 6 197,100 6 
6-15 3,800 5 29 1,700 9 
16-25 900 1 87,900 3 
26-50 7,300 9 11 2,900 4 
More than 50 4,400 6 248,400 8 
No answer 7,300 9 421,100 14 

Total 76,900 100 3,081,200 100 

TOTAL 
Residence t o  l 126,500 6 1 4,5 14,600 44 
2-5 14,600 7 935,800 9 
6-15 10,800 5 1,362,500 13 
16-25 1,900 1 348,900 3 
26-50 8,600 4 504,600 5 
More than 50 22,300 1 1  954,100 9 
No answer 22,800 I 1  1,722,400 17 

Total 207,500 I 0 0  10,342,900 100 

** Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 13.-Estimated number of owners and acreage 
owned, by number of  tracts owned and geographic 
unit, West Virginia 1975 

Number  Commercial 
o f Owners forest land 

tracts owned owned 

,Vurn ber Percen r '4 cres Percen I 
NORTHEASTERN 

1 56,400 7 7 1,370,900 3 8 
7 
L 11,100 I 5 713,100 2 0 
3 or more 5,900 S 1,485,100 4 2 

Total 73,400 100 3,569,100 100 

Total 

SOUTHERN 
37,100 S 2 1,144,300 3 1 
7,000 12 613,700 17 
3,100 6 1,934,600 5 2 

NORTHWESTERN 
64,000 3 3 1,700,600 5 5 

7,800 10 536,800 18 
5,100 7 833,800 2 7 

Total 76,900 I 0 0  3,081,200 100 
- -- 

TOTAL 
1 1 67,500 8 1 4,215,800 4 1 
2 25,900 12 1,873,600 IS 
3 or more  13,100 7 4,253,500 4 I 

Total 207,500 100 10,342,900 100 



Table 14.-Primary reason for owning commercial forest land, by number of owners, and acreage owned, 
and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Reason Northeastern Southern Northwestern Total  

Land investment 
Recreation 
Timber production 
Farm and domestic use 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Par t  of farm 
Par t  of residence 
Other 
No answer 

Number 

8,700 
15,600 
3,700 
6,600 
7,000 
7,900 

20,800 
1,200 
1,900 

Percen I 

12 
2 1 

5 
9 
9 

I I 
2 8 
2 
3 

Nun1 ber 

3,300 
1,100 

700 
5,000 

12,700 
12,700 
9,300 
900 

11,500 

P ercenl Nurn ber 
OWNERS 

6 9,200 
2 4,700 
1 ' 1,100 
9 22,400 

22 4,300 
22 9,500 
16 17,300 
2 3,500 

20 4.900 

Percent 

12 
6 
1 

29 
6 

12 
23 

5 
6 

Number 

2 1,200 
21,400 

5,500 
34,000 
24,000 
30,100 
47,400 

5,600 
18,300 

Percen c 

10 
10 

3 
t 6 
12 
14 
2 3 
3 
9 

Total 73,400 I00 57,200 100 76,900 100 207,500 100 

Land investment 
Recreation 
Timber production 
Farm and  domestic use 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Part of farm 
Part of residence 
Other 
No answer 

ACRES OWNED 
10 229,400 
6 220,200 

3 2 340,100 
6 655,200 
8 300,100 

10 475,900 
5 51 1,900 

20 201,700 
3 146,700 



Table 15.-Primary reason for owning c~mmercial  forest land, by number of  owners who have harvested 
timber, acreage owned, and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Reason Northeastern Southern Norrhwestern Total 

Land investment 
Recreation 
Timber production 
Farm and domestic use 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Part of farm 
Part of residence 
Other 
No answer 

Number 

4.200 
1,300 

800 
3,900 
2,400 
3,100 
8,600 

600 
300 

Percen i 

17 
5 
3 

16 
10 
13, 
3 '4 
2 
1 

Percen r iVum ber 
OWNERS 

8 6,600 
2 2,200 
4 8 00 

2 0 1 1 ,900 
2 1 400 
20 1,500 
12 3,100 

5 300 
8 1,300 

Percenr 

2 4 
8 
3 

42 
1 
5 

I 1  
I 
5 

Number 

1 1 ,600 
3,700 
2,000 

17,900 
5,000 
6,700 

12,900 
i ,400 
2,400 

Total 25,200 100 10,300 100 28,100 100 63,600 1 00 

Land investment 
Recreation 
Timber production 
Farm and domestic use 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Part of farm 
Par t  of residence 
Other  
No answer 

ACRES OWNED 
7 154,100 
3 72,800 

44 300,100 
5 372,500 
5 74,100 
8 152,500 
2 208,700 

2 4 44,000 
2 59,700 

Total 2,212,700 100 2,668,300 100 1,138,500 100 6,3 19,500 100 



Table 16.-Primary reason for owning commercial forest land, by number of owners who have not ham= 
ested timber, acreage owned, and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Reason Northeastern Southern Northwestern Total 

Land investment 
Recreation 
Timber production 
Farm and domestic use 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Part of farm 
Part of residence 
Other 
No answer 

Number 

4 ,500  
14,300 
2,900 
2,700 
4.600 
4,800 

12,200 
600 

1,600 

Percen r 

9 
30 
6 
6 

10 
10 
25 

1 
3 

Number 

2,500 
900 
300 

2,900 
10,500 
10,600 
8,100 

400 
10,700 

Percent Number 
OWNERS 

5 2,600 
2 2,500 
1 300 
6 10,500 

22 3,900 
23 8 , m  
17 14,200 
1 3,200 

23 3,600 

Percen r 

5 
5 
1 

22 
8 

16 
29 
7 
7 

Number 

9,600 
17,700 
3,500 

16,100 
19,000 
23,400 
34,500 
4,200 

15,950 

Percent 

7 
12 
3 

1 i 
13 
16 
24 
3 

11 

Total 48,200 100 46,900 100 48,800 100 143,900 100 

Land investment 
Recreation 
Timber production 
Farm and domestic use 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Part of farm 
Part of residence 
Other 
No answer 

ACRES OWNED 
18 75,300 
14 147,400 
2 40,000 
9 282,700 
I5 226,000 
14 323,400 
14 303,200 
7 157,700 
7 87,000 
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Table 18.-Primary benefit in the last 5 years from ownership of commercial forest land and primary 
benefit expected in the next 5 years. by number of owners who have and number who have not har- 
vested timber, and the number of acres they own, West Vfrginia 1975 

-- - 

Last 5 years Next 5 years 

Benefit Commercial Commercial 
Owners forest land Owners forest land 

owned owned 

Number 

Recreation 4,600 
Sale of timber 5,300 
Land value increase 20,700 
Esthetic enjoyment 10,400 
Farm and domestic use 19, I00 
Other 1,300 
No  answer 2,200 

Percen r A cres Percen r Arum ber Percent A cres 
OWNERS W H O  HARVESTED 

2 543,100 5 3,500 2 551,600 
3 1,801,000 18 2,700 1 1,596,900 

I0 1,259,300 12 23,600 1 1  1,390,600 
5 696,900 7 10,900 5 669,300 
9 906,600 9 18,100 9 8 12,300 
1 965,800 9 1,200 1 1,077,600 
1 146,800 1 3,600 2 221,200 

Percent 

Total 63,600 3 1 6,3 19,500 6 1 63,600 3 1 6,3 19,500 6 1 

OWNERS W H O  HAVE NOT HARVESTED 
Recreation 2 1,000 10 549,600 6 18,800 9 485,500 5 
Sale of timber - - - - 3,000 1 129,600 1 
Land value increase 24,300 12 853,700 8 27,000 13 1,002,700 10 
Esthetic enjoyment 5 1,300 2 5 1,285,000 I2 46,800 23 1,093,500 1 I 
Farm and domestic use 20,800 10 722,800 7 22,600 11 750,900 7 
Other 7,500 3 222,600 2 6,500 3 149,300 1 
No answer 18,900 9 389,700 4 19,200 9 41 1,900 4 

Total 143,900 69 4,023,400 39 143,900 69 4,023,400 3 9 

ALL OWNERS 
Recreation 25,600 12 1,092,700 11 22,300 11 1,037,100 10 
Sale of timber 5,300 3 1,801,000 18 5,700 2 1,726,500 17 
Land value increase 45,100 22 2,113,000 20 50,600 24 2,393,300 23 
Esthetic enjoyment 6 1,700 3 0 1,98 1,900 19 57,700 2 8 1,762,800 17 
Farm and domestic use 39,900 19 1,629,400 16 40,700 20 1,563,200 15 
Other 8,800 4 1,188,400 11 7,700 4 1,226,900 12 
No answer 21,100 10 536,500 5 22,800 11 633,100 6 

Total 207,500 100 10,342,900 100 207,500 100 10,342,900 100 



Table 19.-Primary benefit in the last 5 years from ownership of commercial forest land and primary 
benefit expected in the next 5 years, by number of owners who have and number who have not bar. 
vested timber, and number of acres they own, Northeastern Unit, West Virginia 1975 

Last 5 years Next 5 years 

Benefit Commercial Commercial 
Owners forest land Owners forest land 

owned ofined 

Recreation 2,000 
Sale of  timber 1,700 
Land value increase 1 1,500 
Esthetic enjoyment 5,300 
Farm and domestic use 4,200 
Other 200 
N o  answer 300 

Total  

Recreation 
Sale of timber 
Land value increase 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Fa rm and  domestic use 
Other  
No  answer 

Total 

Percent A cres Percent !Vum ber Percent 
OWNERS W H O  HARVESTED 

342,900 10 2,200 3 
434,300 12 600 1 
644,700 18 12,100 16 
325,900 9 5.800 8 
287,500 8 3,500 5 
152,700 4 100 * * 
24,700 1 600 1 

A cres Percenr 

25,200 34 2,212,700 62 25,200 34 2,212,700 62 

O W N E R S  W H O  H 4 V E  NOT HARVESTED 
13,700 19 244,900 7 13,900 19 206,400 6 
- - - - 1,500 2 37,500 1 

13,300 18 308,000 9 13,600 19 346,300 10 
11,100 15 394,900 1 1  8,900 12 359,200 10 
6,300 9 232,900 6 6,300 9 232,100 6 
1,000 I 26,400 1 1,200 1 52,100 2 
2,800 4 149,300 4 2,800 4 122,800 3 

48,200 66 1,356,400 38 48,200 66 1,356,300 38 

Recreation 
Sale of timber 
Land value increase 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Fa rm and  domestic use 
Other 3 

N o  ansfier 

Total 

PILL OWNERS 
587,800 17 16.100 
434,300 12 2,100 
952,700 27 25,700 
720,800 20 14,700 
520,400 14 10,100 
179,100 5 1.300 
174,000 5 3,400 

* *  Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 20.-Primary benefit in the last 5 years from ownership of comrnerclal forest [and and primary 
benefit expected in the next 5 years, by number of owners who have and number who have not har- 
vested timber, and the number of acres they own, Southern Unit, West Virginia 1975 

Last 5 years Next  5 years 

Benefit Commercial Commercial 
Owners forest land Owners forest land 

owned owned 

Number 

Recreation 900 
Sale of timber 1,700 
Land value increase 600 
Esthetic enjoyment 3,000 
Farm and domestic use 2,700 
Other 800 
N o  answer 600 

Percent A cres Percent Nurn ber Percent 
OWNERS W H O  HARVESTED 

2 98,300 2 500 1 
3 1,051,800 29 900 2 
I 326,500 9 ~.oOO 3 
5 260,300 7 2,500 4 
4 184,500 5 2,700 4 
2 672,700 I8 800 2 
1 74,200 2 900 2 

Acres Percen r 

Total 10,300 18 2,668,300 72 10,300 18 2,668,300 72 

OWNERS WHO HAVE NOT HARVESTED 
Recreation 1,900 3 101,700 3 800 2 100,000 3 
Sale of timber - A - 300 * * 29,300 1 

Land value increase 5,600 10 275,800 7 6,000 10 322,400 9 
Esthetic enjoyment 23,300 4 1 357,100 10 23,900 42 325,900 9 
Farm and domestic use 3,700 7 129,300 4 5,400 10 158,700 4 
Other I 0 0  * * 44,900 1 - - - - 

No answer 12,300 2 1 115,500 3 10,500 18 88,000 2 

Total 46,900 82 1,024,300 28 46,900 82 1,024,300 2 8 

ALL OWNERS 
Recreation 2,800 5 200,000 5 1,300 3 213,800 6 
Sale of timber 1,700 3 1,051,800 29 1,200 2 1,035,200 2 8 
Land value increase 6,200 I 1  602,300 16 8,000 I3 736,200 20 
Esthetic enjoyment 26,300 46 617,400 17 26,100 46 527,700 14 
Farm and domestic use 6,400 1 1  313,800 9 8,100 14 3 15,SCX) 8 
Other 900 2 717,600 I9 800 2 7 19,300 20 
No answer 12,900 22 189,700 5 11,400 20 144,900 4 

Total 57,200 100 3,692,600 100 57,200 100 3,692,600 100 

** Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 21.-Primary benefit in the last 5 years from ownership of commercial forest land and primary 
benefit expected in the next 5 years, by number of owners who have and number who have not bar. 
vested timber, and the number of acres they own, Northwestern Unit, West Virginia 1975 

Last 5 years Next 5 years 

Benefit Commercial Commercial 
Owners forest land Owners forest land 

owned owned 

Recreation 
Sale of timber 
Land value increase 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Farm and domestic use 
Other 
No answer 

Total 

Number Percent Acres Percent Number Percent 
OWNERS W H O  HARVESTED 

1,700 2 101,900 3 800 1 
1,900 3 3 14,900 10 1,200 2 
8,600 1 1  288,100 9 9,500 13 
2,100 3 1 10,700 4 2,600 3 

12,200 16 434,600 14 11,600 15 
300 i~ t 140,400 5 300 * * 

1,300 2 47,900 2 2,100 3 

28,100 37 1,438,500 47 28,100 3 7 

A cres Percent 

Recreation 
Sale of timber 
Land value increase 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Farm and domestic use 
Other 
No answer 

Total 

OWNERS W H O  H.4VE NOT HARVESTED 
203,000 6 4.100 5 179,100 

- - 1,200 2 62,800 
269,900 9 7,400 9 334,000 
533,000 17 14,000 18 408,400 
360,600 12 10,900 14 360,100 
151,300 5 5,300 7 97,200 
124,900 4 5,900 8 201,100 

- Recreation 
Sale of timber 
Land value increase 
Esthetic enjoyment 
Farm and domestic use 
Other 
No answer ' 

Total 

ALL OWNERS 
9 4,900 6 

10 2,400 4 
18 16,900 22 
21 16,600 2 1 
26 22,500 29 
10 5,600 7 
6 8,000 1 1  

**  Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 22.-Primary benefit expected in the next 5 years from ownership of commercial forest land, by intention to 
harvest for all owners and the number of acres they own, West Virginia 1975 

Benefit 1 to  10 years lndefinite Will never 
harvest N o  answer Total 

Nurnber Percent 

Recreation 1,600 1 
Sale o f  timber 4,100 1 
Land value increase 2,300 1 
Esthetic enjoyment 1,700 i 
Farm and domestic use 5,800 4 
0 t her 100 * *  
No answer 500 * *  

Nurnber Percen l Nu rn ber Percent 
OWNERS 

15,000 7 

Nurnber Percenl NU NI ber Percen I 

Total 16,100 8 80,700 39 95,600 46 15,100 7 207,500 100 

ACRES OWNED 
Recreation 211,600 2 513,400 5 275,500 3 36,600 * *  1,037,100 10 
Sale of timber 1,452,800 15 219,700 2 - - 54,000 * *  1,726,500 17 
Land value increase 634,800 6 1,425,200 13 278,000 3 55,300 1 2,393,300 23 
Esthetic enjoyment 148,200 1 894,300 9 648,500 6 71,800 I 1,762,800 17 
Farm and domestic use 256,600 2 821,000 9 422,000 3 63,600 1 1,563,200 15 
0 t her 915,500 9 210,500 2 87,200 I 13,700 * *  1,226,900 12 
No answer 54,800 1 190,400 1 281,300 3 106,600 1 633,100 6 

Total 3,674,300 36 4,274,500 41 1,992,500 19 401,600 4 10,342,900 100 
- p p  

* Fewer than 50 owners. 
**  Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 23.-Reason for harvesting, by ownership group, number of owners, and acres of commer- 
cial forest land owned, West Virginia 1975 

Reason Individual" Corporation o t h e r b  Total  

Timber mature 
C o o d  price 
Land clearing 
Need of  money 
Timber salvage 
Own o r  company use 
Cultural treatment 
No  answer 

Number 

9,300 
3,500 
4,000 

24,200 
1,800 

10,600 
- 

2,500 

Percent Number 

17 200 
6 * 
7 * 

43 200 
3 100 

19 * 
- - 
5 * 

Percent Number 
O W N E R S  

40 1,400 
* * 1,100 
* * - 
40 1,600 
20 900 
+ * 900 

* - 
8 8 1,300 

Percent 

19 
15 
- 
22 
13 
13 
* * 
18 

Number 

10,900 
4,600 
4,000 

26,000 
2,800 

1 1,500 
* 

3,800 

Percent 

17 
7 
6 

4 1 
5 

18 
* * 
6 

Total 55,900 100 500 100 7,200 100 63,600 100 

Timber mature 
C o o d  price 
Land clearing 
Need o f  money 
Timber salvage 
Own o r  company use 
Cultural  treatment 
No  answer 

ACRES O W N E D  
37 331,800 
2 75,800 
3 - 

I 129,500 
16 108,000 
40 63,200 
- 15,500 

1 28,300 

Total 

* Fewer than 50 owners. 
* *  Less than 0.5 percent. 
" Includes joint ownerships. 

Includes partnerships, undivided estates, clubs, associations, etc. - 



Table 24.-Estimated number of private owners of commercial forest land and acres owned, by reason for 
harvesting and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Reason 

Timber mature 
Good price 
Land clearing 
Need of money 
Timber salvage 
Own or company use 
Cultural treatment 
No answer 

Northeastern 

Niltn ber Percent 

Southern North western Total 

Percen~ N~rrrrber 
OWNERS 

8 2,600 
3 2,600 
6 2,000 

5 6 10,700 
1 1  1,200 
12 7,300 
* * - 

4 1,700 

Percen i Percen i 

Timber mature 
Cioocl pricc 
1.uncI clcaring 
Need o f  money 
Timber salvage 
Own or company use 
Cultural treatment 
No answer 

ACRES OWNED 
30 365,500 
4 2 f 2,800 
4 76,200 

14 289,800 
16 103,200 
2 8 364,900 

I - 
3 26,100 

Total 2,2 12,700 100 2,668,300 100 1,438,500 100 6,319,500 100 

* Fewer than 50 owners. 
* * Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 25.-Reason for not harvesting, by ownership group, number of owners, and acres of  com- 
mercial forest land owned, West Virginia 1975 

- 
Reason Individual3 Corporation o therh  Total 

Timber immature 
Low price 
Destroy hunting 
Selling the land 
Would destroy the 

scenery 
Land in estate 
Opposed to 

harvesting 
Poor quality 
Low volume 
Other 
No answer 

Number  

31,700 
3,800 

15,700 
1,600 

5,700 
500 

10,800 
9,400 
7,900 

28,300 
10,800 

Percent 

25 
3 

12 
1 

5 
* * 

9 
7 
6 

2 3 
9 

~ V u m  ber 

2,300 
- 
- 
- 

* 
- 

- 
* 
- 

* 
200 

Percent Number 
OWNERS 

92 7,800 
- 200 
- 1,900 
- - 

Percenr 

5 1 
1 

13 
- 

4 
1 1  

- 
- 

3 
13 
4 

Number Percenr 

Total 126,200 100 2,500 1 00 15,200 100 143,900 100 

ACRES OWNED 
Timber immature 898,700 27 66,600 39 115,700 24 1,081,000 27 
Low price 208,400 6 - - 13,800 3 222,200 5 
Destroy hunting 355,500 10 - - 54,200 I I 409,700 10 
Selling the land 74,200 2 - - - 74,200 2 
Would destroy the 

scenery 290.1 00 9 12,800 7 62,700 13 365,600 9 
Land in estate 23,900 1 - - 97,400 20 121,300 3 
Opposed to 

harvesting 146,400 4 - - - - 146,400 4 
- Poor quality 63,300 2 15,500 9 - - 78,800 2 

Low volume 228,100 7 - - 12,200 3 240,300 6 
Other 783,800 23 25,000 14 74,200 I5 883,000 22 
No answer 295,500 9 53,300 3 1 52,100 1 I 400,900 10 

Total 3,367,900 100 173,200 100 482,300 100 4,023,400 100 

* Fewer than 50 owners. 
**  Less than0.5 percent. 
~ n c l u d e s  joint ownerships. 

Includes partnerships, undivided estates, clubs, associations, etc. 





Table 27.-Expected time of timber harvest, by number of 
owners and acreage owned, West Virginia 1975 

Commercial 
Expected time Owners forest land 

of harvest owned 

,Vum ber Percent Acres Percent 
OWNERS WHO HARVESTED 

0-5 years 5,100 3 2,935,900 2 8 
5-10 years 1 , 1 0 0  1 203,300 2 
Indefinite 38,200 19 2,365,700 2 3 
Will never harvest 9,200 4 529,300 5 
No answer 10,000 3 285,300 3 

Total 63,600 3 1 6,3 19,500 6 1 

OWNERS WHO HAVE NOT HARVESTED 
0-5 years 6,600 3 349,900 4 
5- 10 years 3,300 1 185,200 2 
Indefinite 42,500 2 0 1,908,800 18 
Will ne\ er harvest 86,400 3 2 1,363,200 i 4 
No answer  5,100 3 1 16,300 1 

Total 143,900 69 4,023,400 3 9 

ALL OWNERS 
0-5 years 1 1,700 6 3,285,800 3 2 
5-10 years 4,300 2 388,500 4 
Indefinite 80,700 3 9 -4,274,500 4 1 
Will never harvest 95,600 46 1,992,500 19 
No answer 15,100 7 40 1,600 4 

Total 207,500 100 10,342,900 100 



Table 28.-Ex ected time of timber harvest, by the number 

ginia 1975 
B of owners an acreage owned, Northeastern Unit, West Vir- 

Expected time 
of harvest 

Commercial 
Owners forest land 

owned 

0-5 years 
5-10 years 
Indefinite 
Will never harvest 
No answer 

Number Percenr A cres Percen 
OWNERS WHO HARVESTED 

2,200 3 858,900 24 
600 1 83,600 3 

19,400 26 1,005,800 2 8 
1,600 2 156,100 4 
f ,400 2 108,300 3 

Total 

OWNERS WHO HAVE NOT HARVESTED 
0-5 years 600 I 76,000 2 
5- 10 years 2,100 3 1 17,700 3 
Indefinite 13,100 18 70 1,200 20 
Will never harvest 3 1,300 43 4 10,300 12 
No answer 1,100 I 5 1,200 1 

Total 48,200 66 1,356,400 3 8 

ALL OWNERS 
0-5 years 2,800 4 934,900 2 6 
5- 10 years 2,700 4 201,300 6 
Indefinite 32,500 44 1,707,000 4 8 
Will never harvest 32,900 15 566,400 16 
No answer 2,500 3 159,500 4 

Total 73,400 100 3,569,100 . 100 



Table 29.-Expected time of timber harvest, by number of 
owners and acreage owned, Southern Unit, West Virginia 
1975 

Expected tirnc 
of harvest 

Commercial 
forest land 

owned 
-- 

;Vlitnber Percen! Acres Percent 
OWNERS WHO HARVESTED 

0-5 years 1,700 3 1,735,200 36 
5- 10 years * * * 46,600 I 
Indefinite. 5,000 8 655,500 18 
Will never harvest 2.700 5 174,100 5 
No answer 900 1 56.900 1 

Total 10.300 18 2,668.300 7 2 

OWNERS WHO HAVE NOT HARVESTED 
0-5 years 2,300 4 162,000 5 
5- I0 years 900 2 43,100 1 
Indefinite 10,700 19 432.700 12 
Will never harvest 3 1,000 5 4 372.700 10 
No answer 2,000 3 13,800 c + 

Total 46,900 52 1,024,300 2 8 
-- 

ALL OWNERS 
0-5 years 4,000 7 1,897,200 S 1 
5-10 years 900 2 89,700 2 
Indefin~te 15,700 27 1,088,200 30 
Will never harvest 33,700 5 9 546,800 15 
No answer 2,900 5 70,700 L 

1 

Total 57,200 100 3,692.600 100 

* Fewer than 50 owners. 
* *  Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 30.-Expected time of timber hawest, by number of 
owners and acreage owned, Northwestern Unit, West 
Virginia 1975 

Commercial 
forer;t land 

owned 

,Yunr ber Percent Acres Percent 
OWNERS WHO HARVESTED 

0-5 vear~  1,200 2 34 I ,800 1 i 
5- 10 yearr 500 1 73,100 2 
Indefinite 1 3.800 18 704,400 2 3 
Will never  har~esr 4,900 6 199,100 7 
No ansl~er 7,700 10 1 20.100 4 

Total 28,100 3 7 1,438,500 4 7 

OWNERS WHO HAVE NOT HARVESTED 
0-5 years 3,700 4 l 1 1.900 4 
5-10 years 3 00 * * 23,100 1 

Indefinite 18,700 2 4 773.900 25 
Will never harvest 24,100 3 2 680,200 2 1 
N o  answer 2,000 3 5 1.300 2 

Total 48,800 6 3 1,642,700 5 3 

ALL OWNERS 
0-5 years 4,900 6 45 3,700 15 
5- 10 years 800 1 97,500 3 
Indefinite 32,500 42 1,479,300 48 
Will never harvest 29,000 3 8 879.300 28 
No answer 9,700 13 1 7 1.400 6 

Total 76,900 100 3,081,200 100 
-- - 

**Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 31.-Estimated number of private owners of  commercial forest land and the acreage they own, by 
size class of ownership and expected time of timber harvest, West Virginia 1975 

Size Will never 
class 0 to 10 years Indefinite No answer harvest Total 

(acres) 

N u  rn ber 

2,300 
2,000 
4,000 
4,100 
2,000 
1,200 

200 
3 00 

Percent 

1 
1 
1 - 
1 .. 
I 
I 

* * 
* * 

Nurn ber 

17,600 
19,100 
21,100 
1 1,900 
7,400 
2,900 

5 00 
200 

Percen i 

9 
9 

10 
6 
4 
I 

* * 
* * 

Nirrnber Percenr 
OWNERS 

54,900 26 
15,100 7 
13,600 7 
8,000 3 
3,400 2 
400 * *  
200 * *  

* * *  

.Vum ber 

8,100 
3,600 
2,100 

600 
5 0 0  
200 

* 
* 

Percent 

4 
2 
1 

* * 
* * 
* * 
* * 
* + 

- - 

Percen r 

40 
19 
2 0 
12 
7 
3 
a 

* * 
* * 

Total 16,100 8 80,700 39 95,600 46 15,100 7 207,500 100 

ACRES O K N E D  
156,200 1 26.000 
188,100 2 51,300 
394,100 3 55,500 
508,300 5 51,200 
415,100 4 49,100 
136,900 1 39,700 
130,600 1 23,900 
53,300 1 104,600 

* Fewer than 50 owners. 
* *  L?ss than 0.5 percent. 



Table 32.-Estimated number of owners harvesting timber and 
acres owned, by individual selecting timber and method of 
selection, West Virginia 1975 

1 ndividual Commercial 
and mcthod Owners forest land 
of selection owned 

Nun1 ber Percenl A cres Percen I 
INDIVIDUAL SELECTING TIMBER 

Landowner 44.900 7 I 2,191,700 3 5 
Forester 1.000 - 7 1.786.200 28 
Buyer 8,400 13 1,003,800 16 
Landowner and forester 600 1 279,700 4 
Landowner and buyer 1,200 3 175,700 8 
Other 800 1 280,500 4 
No answer 5,700 9 301.900 5 

Total 63,600 100 6,319,500 100 

Selection 
Diameter limit 
Clearcutting 
Land clearing 
Other 
Combination of 

methods 
Don't know 
No answer 

METHOD OF SELECTING TIMBER 
10,700 17 1,235,900 20 
20.300 32 2,213,100 3 5 
11,100 18 575,700 9 
1,000 6 322,300 5 
2,600 4 265,000 4 

Total 63,600 100 6,319,500 100 



Table 33.-Estimated number o f  owners harvesting timber and 
acres owned, by individual selecting timber and method of 
selection, Northeastern Unit, West Virginia 1975 

Individual and 
method 01' Owners 
select ion 

- 

Cornrncrcial 
forest land 

owned 
-- -- 

b e  Percen I A cres Percen I 
INDIVIDUAL SELECTlNG TIMBER 

Lando~b  ner 16,100 64 759,400 3 4 
Foresrer 3 00 1 4 19,000 19 
Buyer 3,500 15 430.800 20 
Landowner and forester 600 7 178,100 8 
Landowner and buyer 1,300 6 184,300 8 
Other 100 * * 108.000 5 
N o  answer 2,900 12 133,100 6 

Select ion 
Diameter limit 
Ciearcutting 
Land clearing 
Other 
Combination o f  

methods 
Don't  know 
No  answsr 

M E T H O D  OF SELECTING TIXIBER 
6,700 2 6 708,100 3 2 
9,000 3 5 493,000 2 2 
2,200 9 2 19,300 10 
1,700 7 109,200 5 

7 00 3 87,800 4 

Total 25,200 100 2,212,700 100 

* *  Less rhan 0.5 percent 



Table 34.-Estimated number of owners harvesting timber and 
acres owned, by individual selecting timber and method of 
selection, Southern Unit, West Virginia, 1975 

Individual and Commercial 
method of . Owners forest land 
selection owned 

Number Percenr A cres Percenr 
INDIVIDUAL SELECTING TIMBER 

Landowner 7,500 7 5 692,000 26 
Forester 500 5 1,247,300 4 7 
Buyer 1,200 12 255,800 10 
Landowner and forester * * * 89,800 3 
Landowner and buyer 100 I 165,600 6 
Other 300 3 1 12,600 4 
No answer 400 4 105,200 4 

Total 10,300 100 2,668,300 100 

Selection 
Diameter limit 
Clearcut ting 
Land clearing 
Other 
Combination of 

methods 
Don't know 
N o  answer 

METHOD OF SELECTING TIMBER 
1,400 13 292,900 1 I 
3,800 37 1,177,000 44 

700 7 147,000 6 
200 2 135,200 5 

1,100 1 f 103,900 4 

Total 10,300 100 2,668,300 100 

* Fewer than 50 owners. 
** Less than 0.5 percent. 



Table 35.-Estimated number of  owners harvesting timber and 
acres owned, by individual selecting timber and method of 
selection, Northwestern Unit, West Virginia 1975 

Individual and Corn mercial 
method of Owners forest land 
selection owned 

,Ynn~ber  Percenr A cres Percen 1 

[NDIVIDUAL SELECTING TIIMBER 
Landowner 21,000 7 5 740,300 5 2 
Forester 200 I 1 19,900 8 
Buyer 3,100 12 3 17,200 2 2 
Landowner and forester * c + 1 1,800 1 
Landowner and buyer 700 2 125,800 9 
Other 300 1 59,900 4 
No answer 2,400 9 63,600 4 

Total 28,100 100 1,438.500 100 

Selection 
Diameter limit 
Clearcu tting 
Land clearing 
Other 
Combination of 

methods 
Don't know 
No answer 

METHOD O F  SELECTING TIMBER 
2,600 9 234,900 16 
7,500 2 7 543,100 3 8 
8,200 2 9 208,800 15 
2,100 7 77,900 5 

800 3 73.300 5 

* Fewer than SO owners. 
* *  Less than 0.5 percenr. 





Table 37-Estimated number of private owners of commercial forest land and acres owned, by product harvested 
and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

- -- - -. - - -a- - 

~ r o d u t t  Nor theas te rn  S o u [ h e r n  Nor thwes ie rn  Total 

Sawlogs  
Ve11rc.r logs 
I ' l~ tpwood  
blinc. I i ~ r t  bers 
One o1ht.r product 
Sa~vlogs a n d  veneer  
Sawlogs  and p ~ ~ l p w o o d  
Sa\vlog\ i ~ n d  mint  r irnbc~n 
0 1 t l c r  ~ \ vo -~>~ .oc i t~c~~  c . o ~ ~ ~ l ~ i ~ i a t  i o ~ i  
'I I r l  cc l~r-oclucr\ 
l ~ ' O t 1 1 ~  0 1 .  l l~0l-c pl  O ~ i h l L ~ l \  

l lor l ' l  know 
No ;III\\VCI 

Nlrit~ her P L ' ~ I ' P I I  I Niirt~ / I ~ I .  

2,700 
100 
100 

2,100 
- 

1 00 
100 
7 0 0  

2 ,000  
500 
x o o  
400 
700 

10,300 

I i Nlittr her 
OWNERS 

2 6 12,200 
I 1,000 
I 2,900 

20 - 
- 300 

I 1,200 
I 200 
7 7(:0 

t 0 7 ,  I00 
i 8 0 0  
K I00 
4 O( )( ) 
7 000 

I00 38, 100 

ACRES O W N E D  
I 4  407 ,000  

I 3 6 ,  I00 
1 5 0 ,  I00 
5 

4 0 , 0 0 0  
4 2 2 8 -  I00 
1 I h ,  I00 

I i 0 I ,000 
4 1 5 2 , 5 0 0  

7 X 1 K-i,400 
30 7 T ,700 

7 - 6 1 , 300 
'I 3 i ,700 

100 1 ,138,iOO 



m
a

-
 

- 



Table 39.-Estimated number of private owners of commercial forest land and acres owned, by owners who 
have received forestry assistance and nature of service, West Virginia 1975 

-- . . ... . ~. - - 

Service 
- . -- . . . - --- -. . ... -~ -- . 

r imbcr  ~ ~ l a r k i n g  
Tilnl>c~- \ ta r l~ l  iml~ rovc lncn~  
I'rcc p l a l r~ i l~y  
I'ilnbc~ \1;111cl c \ u l u a ~ i o n  
C;clIcral I'orc\t Inallayentent 
01 I1cr 
No answer 

f'c,l'c'c,tr 1 Nlrltrl)c,~. 
O W N E R S  

I 700 
I 7, I00 
2 1 ,200 
I 200 
I 400 
I 800 

9 5 67,700 

Tota l  73,400 100 57,200 100 76,900 1 00  207,500" 100 

ACRES O W N E D  
I'imbcr IlIar kirtg 267,100 7 10 1 ,700 3 72,800 7 1 4  1,600 4 

'I'inl bcr \tikn~l i~rlp~.ovcmcnl 29 1 ,000 8 206,900 0 146, 100 5 044,000 6 
Vrcc ~ I ~ I I I I I I ~  69, I00 - 7 86,700 - 7 1 10,700 -I 266,500 3 
1'111ll)cl. \ I ; I I \ C I  c v a l t ~ ; ~ t i o ~ ~  I 80,900 5 223,000 0 74,000 7 477,900 5 
C;cllcl.irl 1'01-c\t 111a1lagc11ic111 558,800 I0 1,474,200 40 182,700 0 ?,!I 5,700 2 1 
01l1c.1.  294,300 X I 62 ,  100 J 120,300 J 576,700 6 
No answer 2,298,800 64 1,747,100 47 2,544,200 8 3 6,590,100 64  

Tota l  

* *  Less t han0 .5  percent. 
" 23,000 owners ( I  1 percenl) owning 3,752,800 acres (36 percent) received some  kind o f  forestry assistance. 
Columns d o  not a d d  becausesome received more  than o n e  service. 



Table 40.0Estimated number of private owners permitting 
and not permitting public use of their land, by geographic 
unit, West Virginia 1975 

Commercial 
Public use Owners forest land 

owned 

Number Percent A cres Percent 
NORTHEASTERN 

Permitted 52,300 7 1 2,182,100 6 1 
Not permitted 16,300 22 1,264,200 3 6 
N o  answer 4,800 7 122,800 3 

Total 73,300 100 3,569,100 100 

SOUTHERY 
Permitted 27,100 47 2,752,500 74 
Not permitted 17,700 3 1 726,200 20 
No answer 12,400 22 213,900 6 

Total 57,200 100 3,692,600 100 

NORTHWESTERN 
Permitted 44,400 58 1,812,800 59 
Not permitted 27,100 35 1,056,700 3 4 
No answer 5,400 7 21 1,700 7 

Total 76,900 100 3,081,200 100 

TOTAL 
Permitted 123,800 60 6,747,400 65 
Not permitted 61,100 29 3,047,100 3 0 
No answer 22,600 11 548,400 5 

Total 207,500 100 10,342,900 100 



Table 41.-Estimated number of private owners of commercial forest land and acres owned, by 
public use permitted and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Public Sor t  hca\tcrn 
11SC 

-- 
~ Y l ~ ~ l l h t r  P ~ T I ~ J I I ~  

Hikiny -40,000 5 4 
Picnicking 21,500 2 9 
Camping 2 1,300 2 9 
Fishing 3,800 5 
Hunting 41,100 56 
Snowmobiling 15,900 &. 7 - 7 

Other 2,100 3 

Sour hcrn Nort hnc\lcrn Total 

ACRES OWNED 
Hiking 1,375,900 39 2,123,300 58 1,086,600 35 4,585,800 44 
Picnicking 944,300 26 1,801,900 19 674,700 21 3,120,900 3 3 
Camping 975,100 27 1,553,700 42 599,900 19 3,128,700 3 0 
Fishing 847,900 24 1,306,600 3 8 4-40, SO0 14 2,695,300 16 
Hunting 1,883,600 53 2,550,300 69 1,583,600 5 1 6-01 8,000 5 8 
Snowmobiling 5 17.200 13 489,000 13 123,700 1 1,129,400 I I 
Or her 133.200 4 382,300 10 64,000 - 579,500 6 7 

" Columns do  n o t  add bccause m a n y  owners perm~t more t h a n  onc u{c. 



Table 42.-Estimated number of private owners of commercial forest land and acres owned, by reason for 
posting land and geographic unit, West Virginia 1975 

Reason 
for posting 

Northeastern Southern Northwestern Total 

Abuse of property 
Personal safety 
Liability 
Controt access 
Control hunting 
Not specified 

Total posted 
Land not posted 
No answer 

Nurnber Percen r Number Percen ( Nutn ber Percen / Number 
OWNERS 

1,500 2 1,000 2 5,800 8 8,300 
1 00 * * 3 0 0  I 3,100 4 3,500 
500 1 * * * * * * 500 

3,900 5 4,000 7 2,500 3 10,400 
5,700 8 700 1 6,500 9 12,900 
9,100 12 2,500 4 3,400 4 15,000 

Total 

Abuse of property 
Personal safety 
Liability 
Control access 
Control hunting 
Reason not specified 

Total posted 
Land not posted 
No answer 

Total 

ACRES O W N E D  
237,900 7 202,100 5 204,700 7 
59,700 2 27,600 1 90,200 3 
48,600 1 138,100 4 1 1,700 + * 

534,700 I 5  259,200 7 223,400 7 
490,500 14 146,500 4 374,600 12 
194,500 5 165,600 4 140,700 5 

- - - -- - - - . 

* Fewer than SO owners. 
** l e ss  than 0.5 percent. 



Table 43-Estimated number of private owners of commercial forest 
land and the acreage they own, by organization membership, West 
Virginia 1975 

Organization 
Commercial 

Owners forest land 
owned 

American Forestry Association 
lzaak Walton League 
Audubon Society 
National Wildlife Federation 
A Sportsman's Club 
National Farmers Organization 
The Grange 
American Tree Farm Program 
Other 
No membership 
No answer 

Number 
1,000 

400 
900 

1,700 
5,800 
2,700 
3,400 

700 
17,600 

135,300 
16,100 

Percent A cres 
1 f 43,800 

* * 77,500 
* * 114,600 

1 189,900 
3 353,300 
I 178,500 
2 85,500 

* * 141,500 
10 5 5 3,600 
74 4,846,300 
9 353,600 

Percen t 
2 
1 
7 

3 
5 
3 
1 
2 
9 

7 4 
5 

* *  Less than 0.5 percent. 
a Columns d o  not add because some owners are members of more than one organiza- 

tion. 

Table 44.-Estimated number of individual owners of commercial 
forest land and the acreage they own, by publications they receive, 
West Virginia 1975 

> Commercial 
Publication Owners forest land 

owned 

Tree Farm News 
' American Forests 

National Wildlife 
Pennsylvania Game News 
Audubon Magazine 
National Parks and Recreation 
Field and Stream 
Sports Afield 
Ranger Rick Nature Magazine 
Ohio Farmer 
West Virginia Conservation 
Pennsylvania Farmer 
Other 
No  subscriptions 
No answer 

Number 
900 
600 

3,800 
600 

1,100 
600 

3 1,000 
10,200 

800 
800 

20,100 
7,600 

24,700 
102,200 
15,300 

Percent 
* * 
* * 
2 

* * 
1 

* * 
17 
6 

* * 
* * 
I I 
4 

14 
56 

8 

A cres 
5 5,600 
78,900 

363,200 
48,700 

I4 1,200 
25,000 

956,300 
520,000 
106,600 
102,200 
849, I 0 0  
563,600 

1,118,000 
3,515,900 

256, I00 

Percent 
1 

- 1  
6 
1 
2 

* * 
15 
8 
2 
2 

13 
9 

17 
5 4 
4 

* *  Less than 0.5 percent. 
Cotumns d o  not add because some owners subscribe to more than one publication. 



Table 45.-Number of responses to true-false statements, by individual owners of 
commercial forest land and the acreage they own, West Virginia 1975 

Statement and Percent 
answer correct 

Response 
Total 

True  False Don't know No  answer 

OWNERS 
900 21,800 

103,900 1 5,600 
2,800 80,700 

46,200 35,400 
105,900 40,200 
20,900 44,000 
22,300 68,900 
6,700 140,000 

74,000 34,100 
6,600 45,600 

ACRES OWNED 
65,500 416,500 

4,426,300 446,200 
198,700 2,234,600 

2,119,700 1,246,300 
4,588,000 1,035,900 

826,500 1,248,600 
1,160,600 2,299,400 

339,200 4,654,600 
2,954,000 794,900 

307,300 1,269,900 

Table 46.-Estimated number of individual owners of commercial forest 
land and the acreage they own, by percent for 10 true-false statements, 
West Virginia 1975 

Commercial 
Correct Owners forest land 

f percent) owned 
- 

Number 
0 4,700 

I0 12,500 
20 19,300 
3 0 18,000 
40 34,400 
5 0 13,100 
60 19,300 
70 19,600 
80 16,800 
90 1,000 

100 * 
"Don't know" to all questions 16.200 
No answer to all questions 6,900 
Some "Don't know", others no answer 3 0  

Percent A cres 
3 78,400 
7 239,600 

10 . 296,000 
10 723,900 
19 852,800 
7 1,112,900 

10 1,169,400 
1 I 773,900 
9 502,400 
1 168,300 

* * 11,100 
9 43 1,500 
4 13 1,300 

* * 26,000 

Percent 
1 
4 
4 

11 
13 
17 
18 
t 2 
8 
3 

* * 

Total 182,100 I 0 0  6,517,500 100 

* Fewer than 50 owners. 
** Less than0.5 percent. a U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFiCE: 1978-703-1 12:44 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

