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ments in the unfettered case. As such it shows a greater 
shift to pine plantations, and as timber prices fall, an 
increase in land moving from forest to agriculture and a 
decrease of investment in pine plantations. 

With FASOM having all four key timber supply mod-
eling elements as endogenous components, a different 
set of projected adjustments (both temporally and across 
regions) are possible than with TAMM. A range of adjust-
ments is discussed in Chapter 8, where analyses of global 
change mitigation strategies using the FASOM model are 
reviewed.

Model Uncertainties

These two forest sector models are useful in devel-
oping a portfolio of possible impacts of human uses (in 
a commodity sense) on forests under climate change. 

Such factors are not normally considered with most cli-
mate change simulation models. They show how and the 
extent that climate-change influences on U.S. timberlands 
will be mitigated by market feedbacks between the natu-
ral resource base and the production and consumption 
of forest products. This helps place the issue in context. 
As shown in figure 4.2, the prospective impacts on the 
U.S. forest sector of one view of global climate change is 
overshadowed in the near term by other contemporary 
policy concerns such as habitat conservation strategies 
that involve reductions of timber harvest on federal tim-
berlands in the west (e.g. Adams et al. 1996b). This raises 
questions about the timing of the often cited prospective 
catastrophic ecological declines associated with climate 
change and the accompanying specter of economic dislo-
cation within the U.S. forest sector. This scenario needs to 
be examined in light of the extent and speed of changes 
induced by price signals from timber markets. That is, to 
what extent will the expectations of lower prices in the 
future associated with climate-change reduce land man-
agement actions taken in the next decade?

Figure 4.2—Softwood lumber price index under different views of the future including one prospective view of climate change. (The 
CEA projection represents the results from an alternative macro economic forecast developed by the Council of Economic Advisers in 
1994.) Source: Haynes et al. 1995.
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