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IN OR,'ECK)PS AM) RASHINGTON NATIONAL FORESTS 

CmAm WITH OTHER PEARS 

Owen P, Cramer, Meteorologist 

The inf~.8rmabiUty of Oregon and Washington national forests 
during the middle of the 1952 fire season was slightly lass than 
the 12-year record high set in 1951 (table 1). The rating is based 
on the 25 lowest daily observations of fuel-noisture indtcatar 
sticks in the July 16 to August 21 periodo Stick readings from 64 
key fire-danger stations near the exterior boundaries of the national 
fores ts  were used in this study. T h i s  is the fourth annual repor t  
on midsummer fuel moisture, 

A8 described in previous reports, the fuel-moisturn indicator 
atfck p e d t l ~ 3  a direct  measure of haw the weather affect8 the 
moiature content and thereby the inflammability of exposed forest 
fie28. These fuels include such material aa dead brush or branch 
wood and the surface of snags or logs, material that is pr t ieu lar ly  
hportant in determining the rate at which fires spread ia the 
Pacf fie Northwest, 

b@omJt ratingls of 1952 mfd r fuel mo2stum agree w e l l  d t h  
ratings of fire-weatbr severity, n 1952, fuel moisture averaged 
slight* drier than the 19&51 mean but not as dw as the record 
1m of 1951, Pire  westher for the e n t i r e  1952 f9m tsaason also ma 
near normal but, less severe than i n  1951, 

&/ Grwr, 0. P. F9.m Teather in Western Oregon and Western Vash- 
i n e o n  in 1952 Cmpared With Other Yeass, k c i f i c  NortWst 
Forest and Range Bprfment  Station, Researeh Mates Bo. 86, 
July 3.9536 



Table 1,--Yearlx subregion averages of  t he  25 lowest dai ly  minimum h e 1  moistures at 
se lec ted  stations on the  national forests during the period July 16-Augu s t  31 
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Each f igure  i s  a weighted a ~ e + ~ a g i :  o f  t h p  s t ~ ' ~ ? r r . ;  w i th in  t,he p a r t i c u i t . r  area. 



Exceptions t o  the general regional trend of belm average but 
higher than 1951 midsummer fue l  rnoisture were ver;y fen. As a group, 
only the im-level s-bations i n  western Oregon had fuel  moist~ures as 
law as 1951. I n  both the Olympic Edountalns i n  northwest ITashington 
and the Deschutes-Fremont area i n  south central  Oregon, midsummer 
fueZ moistures wer9 above the 1941-51 average. 

Although the change from 1951 was generally unif o m  throughout 
the two states, the difference was more pronounced a t  high elevations 
than a t  low elevations, This was true of s tat ions i n  western mash- 
ington and i n  the western Oregon Cascades, but not i n  other portions 
of the region, 
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