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Ownership of f o r e s t  land i n  t h e  Douglas-fir and ponderosa p ine  s u b  

regions of Oregon and Washington shows l i t t l e  change over t h e  p a s t  two 
decades, according t o  Forest  Survey inventor ies  made i n  t h e  19308s, 1945, 
and 1953. P r i o r  t o  1945, some s h i f t i n g  of the  ownership p a t t e r n  occurred, 
with t h e  a r e a  of p r i v a t e  f o r e s t  land decreasing and publ ic  ownership in- 
creasing. However, s inae  1945 t h e  change between publ ic  and p r i v a t e  
ownership has been negl ig ib le  ( f i g u r e  1 ) . 

Pr iva te  ownership was sub jec t  t o  g r e a t e s t  d i s l o c a t i o n  during t h e  
depression years  of t h e  1930Rs. Between t h e  inventor ies  made i n  t h e  
1930's and 1945, approximately 1,500,000 acres of p r i v a t e  land reverted 
t o  publ ic  ownership. I n  addi t ion  t o  t h e  unfavorable economic condi t iont  
of t h a t  per iod r e s u l t i n g  i n  f o r f e i t u r e  of lands f o r  taxes,  the re  were 
o the r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  contr ibuted t o  t h e  reversion of p r i v a t e  land t o  pub l ic  
ownership. Chief among these  was a l ack  of understanding by owners of 
t h e  object ives  of continuous f o r e s t  management. As a r e s u l t ,  t imber 
s tands  were l iqu ida ted  without regard f o r  f u t u r e  f o r e s t  crops. Also, 
inadequate f i r e  protect ior .  disconraged f o r e s t  management and burned 
a reas  frequently reverted t o  publ ic  ownership. An example of t h i s  oc- 
curred  following t h e  Tillamook and Wolf Creek f i r e s  i n  1933, where ap- 
proximately 200,000 ac res  of p r i v a t e  land, l a r g e l y  burned over, rever tad  
t o  county and S t a t e  ownership by 1945. 

By t h e  e a r l y  1940's many of the  f a c t o r s  causing reversion had been 
removed through improved economic condit ions,  a growing awareness of 
f o r e s t s  a s  a renewable crop, and b e t t e r  f i r e  protect ion.  By 1953 t h e  
proport ion of p r i v a t e  f o r e s t  land was increasing. 
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Figure I-- Forest Ownership 1933 (1936), 1945 and 1953 



County ownership of f o r e s t  land has been subject  t o  considerable 
f luc tua t ion ,  increas ing a s  p r i v a t e  lands rever ted  and decreasing as 
these  lands returned t o  e i t h e r  p r i v a t e  ownership o r  t o  t h e  State. 
County ownership decreased almost 900,000 ac res  between 1945 and 1953, 
Municipal ownership, which is small,  is included with county f igures.  

Ownership of f o r e s t  land by t h e  S t a t e  increased by 1 mi l l ion  
i n  t h e  Douglas-fir subregion between 1933 and 1953, Much of t h i s  
crease  was accomplished through l e g i s l a t i o n  which allowed t h e  Stat1 
a t  t h e  opt ion of t h e  county, f i r s t  opportunity t o  acquire  t a x  del i*  
quent land. 

Federal ownership i n  t h e  two decades between inventor ies  increased 
by about 300,000 acres  i n  t h e  Douglas-fir subregion and i n  the  ponder- 
osa  p ine  subregion by about 850,000 acres ,  most of which resu l t ed  
through exchanges of cutover p r i v a t e  f o r e s t  land f o r  Federal ti&-- 
However, exchanges gradually became less s i g n i f i c a n t  and by 1953 
v i r t u a l l y  ceased, I n  recent years,  acqu i s i t ion  of f o r e s t  land by 
e ral agencies has been negligible.  

Forest  landownership i n  Oregon and Washington i n  1953 w a s  a s  
Eollows : 

Owner - Douglas- f i r Ponde rosa p ine  
- subresion subregion 

Thousand ac  res 

P r i v a t e  13,583 7,518 
County and municipal 466 92 
S t a t e  2,040 775 
Federal 12,958 16,697 

Tota l  29,047 25,082 


