
USDA Forest  Service August 1973 
Resource Bu l l e t in  PNW-48 

1972 WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST EDITOR'S 
by 

J .  D. Lloyd, J r . ,  Supervisory Forester Fll E COPY 
Washington's 1972 timber harves t  increased 629 mi l l i on  board f e e t  t o  7.08 

b i l l i o n  board f e e t ,  9.8 percent  above 1971. This was the  h ighes t  l e v e l  of produc- 
t i o n  s ince  1929 when the  record was e s t ab l i shed  a t  7.38 b i l l i o n  board f e e t .  

Publ ic  agencies accounted f o r  near ly  a l l  t h e  inc rease  with a ga in  of 22 per- 
cent  f o r  a t o t a l  harves t  of 3.1 b i l l i o n  board f e e t .  The g r e a t e s t  po r t ion  of t h e  
increase  was on S t a t e  lands which had an inc rease  of 282 mi l l ion  board f e e t  o r  39 
percent  f o r  a record harves t  of 1,004 mi l l i on  board f e e t .  This was accompanied 
by a decrease i n  S t a t e  uncut volume under con t r ac t  of 400 mi l l i on  board f e e t  (o r  
25 percent)  between yearend 1971 and 1972. Harvest on National  Fores ts  increased 
226 mi l l i on  board f e e t  ( o r  18  pe rcen t ) ,  whereas t h e i r  uncut volume under con t r ac t  
decreased 556 mi l l i on  board f e e t  (o r  14 percent ) .  

The t o t a l  1972 p r i v a t e  timber harves t  increased  only 69 mi l l i on  board f e e t  
(up 2 percent)  from t h a t  of 1971. A l l  of t h i s  increase  can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
o the r  p r i v a t e  ownerships (up 35 percent ) ,  whereas t h e  production on i n d u s t r i a l  
p r i v a t e  lands decl ined 4 percent .  Other p r i v a t e  production increased i n  both 
western and eas t e rn  Washington 28 percent  and 73 percent ,  respec t ive ly .  Indus- 
t r i a l  p r i v a t e  pfoduction decl ined 3 percent  i n  western Washington and 36 percent  
i n  ea s t e rn  Washington between 1971 and 1972. 

The average annual stumpage p r i ces  i n  1972 on publ ic ly  owned o r  managed lands 
increased 90 percent  i n  western Washington and 65 percent  i n  ea s t e rn  Washington 
above the  1971 p r i ces .  Volume s o l d  on a l l  pub l i c  lands during 1972 increased 3 
percent .  The volume so ld  on National  Fores ts  increased 9 percent ,  and the  volume 
so ld  on S t a t e  lands decreased 8 percent  compared with 1971. 

WASHINGTON T I ~ B E R  HARVEST 1952-72 

BILLION BOARD FEET 
8r 

0 
i g ?  5 117 a 1  k t i 3  16; 168 169 171 

I I I I 1 

Separate data for public and private not avai lable-prior to 1955. 
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