EDITOR'S
FILE COPY ragust 1578

1976 WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST

USDA Forest Service
Resource Bulletin PNW-81

by
J. D. Lloyd, Jr., Supervisory Forester

The 1976 Washington timber harvest of 6.97 billion board feet was up
12.7 percent from the 8-year low experienced in 1975. Harvest increased about
the same percentage in both eastern and western Washington. Production from
all owner groups rose except non-industrial private and other Federal (see

table headings on page 2).

Harvest on public lands jumped 20.4 percent above 1975 to 2.56 billion
board feet. National Forest output increased 116 million board feet (11
percent), State lands increased 226 million board feet (42 percent), and
Indian lands increased 97 million board feet (23 percent). All remaining
public lands combined showed a loss of 7 million board feet.

Private log production was up 275 million board feet (7 percent) in
western Washington and 77 million board feet (23 percent) in the eastern half-
State. Forest industry reported 3.7 billion board feet, 465 million more than
1975, This was partly offset by a 113 million board-foot reduction from other
private lands.

In 1976, Cowlitz was the leading log producing county in the State, a
position it has held for 7 of the last 16 years. From 1935 until present,
Lewis County was in the lead position 35 years and number two for 7 years.
For the previous 10 years (the beginning of our records), Grays Harbor was
number one. Over the past 30 years, these three counties combined have
consistently provided 27 to 34 percent of the State total.

Compared with 1975, average stumpage prices on National Forest, Indian,
and State lands rose an average of 16 percent (to $122) in western Washington
and 56 percent (to $68) in eastern Washington. The volume sold on these lands
decreased 9 percent (to 2.28 billion board feet), even though harvest was up.
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