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1977 WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST - EDITOR'S

> FILE COpY

J. D. Lloyd Jr., Supervisory Forester

After a near record output in 1976, Washington log production declined 5.4 percent in
1977 to 6.59 billion board feet. Western Washington production was 415 million board feet
lower than in 1976; eastern Washington, 36 million board feet higher. The private harvest
was 62 percent of the total, the lowest in 4 years. For the past 15 years, the harvest
from the western half of the State has remained a steady 83 to 84 percent of the State
total.

Production on public lands declined 1.3 percent compared with 1976. In western Washing-
ton the net reduction on these lands was 32 million board feet; in eastern Washington
production increased 20 million board feet. Harvest on National Forest lands was lower
than in 1976 by 44 million board feet; on Indian lands, by 39 million board feet. Harvest
on State-managed lands was increased by 30 million board feet; on the remaining public
lands, by 20 million board feet.

Forest industry reduced harvest by 458 million board feet. This was a decline of 12 per-
cent in both the western and the eastern half of the State. This reduction was partially
offset by an increase on nonindustrial private lands of 66 million board feet and 46 million
board feet, respectively, in western and eastern Washington.

Average stumpage prices on National Forest, Indian, and State-owned or managed lands
continued increasing, to $129 per thousand board feet (up $6) in western Washington and
$79 per thousand board feet (up $11) in eastern Washington. Sold and uncut volumes under
contract on National Forest and State lands both increased 9 percent--volume sold to
2.5 billion board feet and uncut volumes to 6.3 billion.
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