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ABSTRACT: T h i s  paper  r e p o r t s  r e s u l t s  o f  s e v e r a l  
s t u d i e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  a r t  and 
d i r e c t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  on how r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  make 
c h o i c e s .  F i n d i n g s  from t h e  s t u d i e s  have been  
combined i n t o  a  l i s t  of p r o p o s i t i o n s ;  t h e  
p r o p o s i t i o n s  can  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  hypo theses  from 
which f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  can  be  developed o r  t h e  
e f f e c t  of management a c t i v i t i e s  on c h o i c e s  can 
b e  e v a l u a t e d .  Concepts  t h a t  u n d e r l i e  r e c r e a t i o n  
c h o i c e s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d .  The complex and 
d i v e r s e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s l  d e c i s i o n  
making p r o c e s s  s u p p o r t s  a  grounded approach  i n  
f u t u r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

INTRODUCTION 

How p e o p l e  make d e c i s i o n s  abou t  when and where 
t o  r e c r e a t e  h a s  become a  t o p i c  of i n c r e a s i n g  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s  (Brown and Ross 
1982;  Knopp and L e a t h e r b e r r y  1982;  Krunipe and 
McLaughlin 1982;  McDonough 1982;  S t y n e s  1982;  
Watson 1983) .  The new f o c u s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  b o t h  
r e c r e a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  and management. I n  r e s e a r c h ,  

s t u d i e s  have  evo lved  from t h o s e  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  
r e c r e a t i o n  e v e n t s  and u s e r s  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  f o c u s  
on why t h e  e v e n t s  obse rved  o c c u r .  The f o c u s  on 
r e c r e a t i o n i s t ' s  d e c i s i o n  making ( a  p r o c e s s  
o r i e n t a t i o n )  h a s  been a  l o g i c a l  outcome o f  t h i s  
p r o g r e s s i o n .  

For  managers ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  of making 
r e c r e a t i o n  c h o i c e s  i s  ex t remely  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  
two r e a s o n s :  (1 )  t o  r e c o g n i z e  when and how 
i n t e g r a t e d  r e s o u r c e  management a c t i v i t i e s  ( i n  
r e c r e a t i o n ,  t i m b e r ,  m i n e r a l s ,  r a n g e ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  
w i l d l i f e ,  hydro logy ,  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  and s o  
on) impact  s p e c i f i c  k i n d s  of r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i n  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  ways; 
and (2 )  t o  r e c o g n i z e  when s p e c i f i c  r e c r e a t i o n  
g o a l s  and o b j e c t i v e s  can b e  a c h i e v e d  w i t h o u t  
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n s t r a i n i n g  t h e  management of o t h e r  
r e s o u r c e s .  

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and e v a l u a t i o n  of e f f e c t s  of 
r e s o u r c e  management, a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r ,  more 
g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  changes ,  have  become impor tan t  
a r e a s  o f  conce rn .  R e c r e a t i o n i s t s  make t h e i r  own 
d e c i s i o n s ,  managers do n o t  make d e c i s i o n s  f o r  
t h e  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s .  But managers1 a c t i o n s  
a f f e c t  t h e  p l a c e s  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  go. An 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  p r o c e s s  p e o p l e  go th rough ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h e y  c o n s i d e r ,  w i l l  
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  judgmental  p r o c e s s  managers must 
a p p l y  i n  ma tch ing  s u p p l y  w i t h  demand and 
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  q u a l i t y  r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

The purpose  of t h i s  p a p e r  i s  t o  r e p o r t  r e s u l t s  o f  
s e v e r a l  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  West and Alaska t o  
i d e n t i f y  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  a r t  and d i r e c t i o n  o f  
r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  a r e a  of c h o i c e  b e h a v i o r .  Concepts  
t h a t  u n d e r l i e  r e c r e a t i o n  c h o i c e s ,  and how t h e y  
can be  r e l a t e d  t o  management a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h ,  
a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d .  

VARIED RESEARCH PERSPECTIVES 

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  have fo l lowed  d i v e r g e n t  pathways 
i n  p u r s u i t  o f  knowledge a b o u t  r e c r e a t i o n  b e h a v i o r .  
Knopp and L e a t h e r b e r r y  (1982) o b s e r v e  t h a t  i n  
a s s e s s i n g  "how i n d i v i d u a l s  choose a n  a c t i v i t y  and 
p l a c e ,  t h e  p r imary  emphasis  has  been on motiva- 
t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  n e e d s ,  d e s i r e s ,  
r e a s o n s  o r  s i m i l a r  t e rms .  Some r e s e a r c h e r s  have 
i n c l u d e d  what can  b e  c a l l e d  i n t e r v e n i n g  f a c t o r s ,  
f o r  example, c o s t ,  d i s t a n c e ,  a c c e s s ,  knowledge. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  f a i l i n g  i n  o u r  r e s e a r c h  t o  
accoun t  f o r  e x p e r i e n c e  and t h e  tendency f o r  p e o p l e  
t o  t i r e  of an  a c t i v i t y  and d r o p  i t  t o  t a k e  up 
new p a s t i m e s ,  we o b t a i n  a  s t a t i c  v iew of 
d e c i s i o n  making." S i m i l a r l y ,  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  
p a t t e r n s  of u s e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  
d i s p l a y s  dynamic q u a l i t i e s  of c h o i c e  behav io r  
a s  we l l - -d i scovery  o f  p l a c e s ,  a t t achment  t o  
f a v o r i t e  o n e s ,  r e p e a t  v i s i t a t i o n ,  r e l o c a t i o n  a s  
s i t e s  change i n  u n d e s i r a b l e  ways, and s o  f o r t h  
(Downing 1982) .  Only r e c e n t l y  do we seem t o  be  
l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  dynamic d imens ions  of r e c r e a t i o n  

Paper  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  R e c r e a t i o n  Choice  Behavior  c h o i c e .  Bu t ,  how do we r e p r e s e n t  t h e  dynamic 
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They c i t e  e f f o r t s  a t  a p p l y i n g  economic and job  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  models  t o  r e c r e a t i o n  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  



b u t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  have been mixed. 
Another  i n v e s t i g a t o r  h a s  r e c e n t l y  proposed a p p l y i n g  
a v a r i a t i o n  of a  noncompensatory model a s  a  
" s i m p l i f i e d  approx imat ion  of whatever  t h e  
complex c o g n i t i v e  d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s  might  a c t u a l l y  
be" (Watson 1983) .  Indeed,  what might  i t  a c t u a l l y  
be?  We p e r s i s t  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  f i t  ou r  d a t a  t o  
e x i s t i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  many of which 
a r e  themse lves  i n  need o f  f u r t h e r  e l a b o r a t i o n  and 
r e f i n e m e n t  i n  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  a r e a  from which 
t h e y  were  i n i t i a l l y  d e r i v e d .  Most of t h e s e  models  
have t h e i r  c r i t i c s .  

DEVELOPING A GROUNDED CONCEPTUAL APPROACH 

A r e v i e w  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  b o t h  
t h e  r e s e a r c h  methods c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  used  and 
t h e  v a r i o u s  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  d i s c u s s e d  
have n o t  f u l l y  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  complex n a t u r e  of 
t h e  c h o i c e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  d a t a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  
t h i s  paper .  Most p a s t  work seemed t o  l a c k  a  
b e h a v i o r a l  b a s i s .  So we t u r n e d  t o  G l a s e r  and 
S t r a u s s  (1967) f o r  deve lop ing  a  "grounded 
approach t '  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c h o i c e s  obse rved  and 
r e p o r t e d  i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  G l a s e r  and 
S t r a u s s  (1967) and Schatzman and S t r a u s s  (1973) 
s t a t e  t h a t  a  grounded approach may b e  of g r e a t e r  
a s s i s t a n c e ,  a t  l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y ,  i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  complex i ty  i n  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  a r e a  
of i n q u i r y .  They a d v o c a t e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  f i e l d  
w i t h  minimal  commitment t o  a n  e x i s t i n g  
t h e o r e t i c a l  model;  a  model c a n  t h e n  b e  d e r i v e d  
i n d u c t i v e l y  t o  conform t o  t h e  r i c h n e s s ,  d i v e r s i t y ,  
d i s c r e p a n c i e s ,  and a p p a r e n t  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  
d a t a  encoun te red .  

I n  many r e s p e c t s ,  t h e  grounded t h e o r y  gu ided  t h e  
d e s i g n  of s t u d i e s  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  paper .  
I n  g e n e r a l ,  o u r  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r e s s e d  from u s i n g  
q u a l i t a t i v e  t o  q u a n t i t a t i v e  methods t h e n  back 
a g a i n  t o  q u a l i t a t i v e  where a p p r o p r i a t e .  Each 
approach  o f f e r s  a  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l  o f  r e s o l u t i o n  
a b o u t  how r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  make d e c i s i o n s .  T h i s  
i s s u e  i s  d i s c u s s e d  more f u l l y  by Downing and 
C l a r k  i n  t h i s  p roceed ings .  

FACTORS OF RECREATION CHOICE 

Wi th in  t h e  c o n t e x t  of a g i v e n  o u t i n g  a t  a  s p e c i f i c  
t ime ,  p e o p l e  f r e q u e n t l y  a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  d i v e r s e  and 
o f t e n  c o n f l i c t i n g  c h o i c e s ,  c h o i c e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  
t r a d e - o f f s  among competing d e s i r e s .  When 
d e c i d i n g  whether  t o  go on a n  o u t i n g ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
must make many d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  c o n d i t i o n a l  on 
many, o f t e n  i n t e r r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s .  Types o f  
d e c i s i o n s  t o  be 'made and f a c t o r s  t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  
a r e  shown i n  t a b l e  1 .  Although many of t h e  
f a c t o r s  have been d e s c r i b e d  i n  p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s ,  
t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  
c h o i c e s  and k i n d s  of f a c t o r s  h a s  n o t  been  
d e s c r i b e d .  The i t e m s  shown a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
e x h a u s t i v e  n o r  a r e  t h e y  l i s t e d  i n  any o r d e r  of 
p r i o r i t y .  Most o f  them a r e  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  i n  
t h i s  paper .  

Table 1.--Types of dec i s ions  t o  be made and f a c t o r s  t h a t  o f t e n  weigh 
i n  r e c r e a t i o n  choices  

-- 

Decisions Factors  

Go versus  do no t  go 

With whom: 
Primary group 
Alone 
Others 

Where: 
S p e c i f i c  geographic a r e a  
Macrosi te  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

To do what: 
S ing l e  o r  mu l t i p l e  a c t i v i t i e s  
Desires  of i nd iv idua l  o r  group 

How: 
Mode of t r a v e l  
S t y l e  of a c t i v i t y  

When: 
Time of day, week 
Season 

Why: 
S a t i s f a c t i o n s  des i r ed  
Needs, motives 
P re fe r ences ,  e t c .  

Informat ion and knowledge 

Ind iv idua l  cons ide ra t i ons :  
Time/money a v a i l a b l e  
Desire  f o r  change 
Limita t ions/handicaps  

Group cons ide ra t i ons :  
Primary group 
Secondary group 
Competition from o the r s  

Ac t iv i t y  considerat ions:  
Equipment a v a i l a b l e  
Season 

Place cons ide ra t i ons :  
Weatherlseasons (may 

impede/f a c i l i t a t e )  
Opportuni t ies  t he re  
Natural  a t t r a c t i o n s  

Management cons ide ra t i ons :  
Ru le s l r egu la t i ons  
F a c i l i t i e s  provided 
Perceived s a f e t y  

When p e o p l e  r e a c h  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e ,  they  
may r e - e v a l u a t e  many of t h e i r  p r i o r  d e c i s i o n s .  
As a  consequence,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  group may 
a d a p t  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  match e x p e c t a t i o n s  w i t h  
r e a l i z a t i o n s  encoun te red  on s i t e .  Thus, t h e  
d e c i s i o n s  and f a c t o r s  shown i n  t a b l e  1  must be  
viewed i n  a  dynamic and p r o b a b i l i s t i c  r a t h e r  
t h a n  d e t e r m i n i s t i c  way. 

The r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  dec i s ions - -ev idence  of 
d i v e r s e  m e d i a t i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  d e c i s i o n  making-- 
have  been r e f e r e n c e d  by o t h e r  a u t h o r s  (Anderson 
and Brown 1984; Harvey 1976; Krumpe and 
McLaughlin 1982;  P e t e r s o n  1974; Young and Smith 
1979) .  T h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  a  number 
of q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  p l a c e s ,  p e o p l e ,  management 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  u s e r s '  d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s e s ,  and t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  of i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among t h e  
d e c i s i o n  f a c t o r s  shown i n  t a b l e  1. A  v a r i e t y  
o f  such  q u e s t i o n s  i s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  paper  by 
Downing and C l a r k .  

WHAT WAS FOUND 

Three s t u d i e s  p r o v i d e  t h e  b a s i s  f rom which we 
d e r i v e  a  s e r i e s  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s .  The s t u d i e s  were  l o c a t e d  i n  
Alaska ,  Washington, Oregon, and Utah and used 
v a r i o u s  methods f o r  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n .  The s t u d y  
i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Northwest  (Oregon and Washington) 
used  o n - s i t e  p a r t i c i p a n t  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  a  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  and i n t e r v i e w s  i n  roaded ,  d i s p e r s e d  
a r e a s  ( C l a r k  and o t h e r s  1984) .  The Alaska  s t u d y  
used  an  in-home i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  r e s i d e n t s  and 
focused  on t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  and u s e  of n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s .  The s t u d y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  views of 
non-users  a s  w e l l  a s  u s e r s  ( C l a r k  and o t h e r s  1982) .  
The Utah s t u d y  was a l s o  conducted o n - s i t e  b u t  used  
n a t u r a l i s t i c  i n q u i r y  ( e thnography)  i n  developed 
and undeveloped a r e a s  (Downing 1982) .  



Each o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  focused  i n  one  way o r  a n o t h e r  
on a s p e c t s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  b e h a v i o r .  The 
s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Northwest  and Utah i n t e n d e d  
t o  e x p l a i n  why p e o p l e  chose  t h e  a r e a s  i n  which 
t h e y  were  found. The Alaska s t u d y  de te rmined  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  where p e o p l e  went from t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e  
and which of t h e  p l a c e s  i d e n t i f i e d  (on a map) were  
t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  o r  most o f t e n  v i s i t e d ,  and what 
s i m i l a r  p l a c e  t h e y  would u s e  i f  t h e  f a v o r i t e  was 
somehow changed i n  a n  u n d e s i r a b l e  way. I n  t h i s  
s t u d y ,  r e s p o n d e n t s  were  a l s o  asked what would b e  
t h e  consequence of r e s o u r c e  management a c t i v i t i e s ,  
s u c h  a s  logg ing ,  on t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  p l a c e ,  t h a t  i s ,  
would t h e  changes  make t h e  p l a c e  more o r  l e s s  
d e s i r a b l e ,  and i f  l e s s  d e s i r a b l e ,  would t h e y  s t o p  
go ing  t h e r e .  

A grounded approach,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  by G l a s e r  and 
S t r a u s s  (1967) ,  and a n  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  
(McDonough 1982; P s o p s t  and Lime 1982) have been 
adop ted  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p u t  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e  p a s t  
r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s .  F i n d i n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s  f rom 
t h e  t h r e e  s t u d i e s  were  combined and a r e  summarized 
below a s  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  They may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
hypo theses  from which management i m p l i c a t i o n s  and 
r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  can be  deve loped .  L a t e r  we 
d i s c u s s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o r  p a t t e r n  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
among t h e  d e c i s i o n  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a f f e c t  how p e o p l e  
make c h o i c e s .  

P r o p o s i t i o n s  About Peop le  

Most v i s i t s  a r e  i n  groups ( f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l y ,  
m u l t i p l e - f a m i l i e s ,  p e e r  g roups ,  e t c . )  

The group one r e c r e a t e s  w i t h  p l a y s  a  ma jo r  r o l e  
i n  c h o i c e  b e h a v i o r  (Cheek and o t h e r s  1976) .  Most 
s t u d i e s  document t h a t  few p e o p l e  r e c r e a t e  a l o n e ,  
even i n  Wi lde rness  (Hendee and o t h e r s  1978) .  
So t h e  p r o c e s s  of n e g o t i a t i o n  between members of 
t h e  p r imary  group must b e  e v a l u a t e d ;  y e t  most 
s t u d i e s  f o c u s  on i n d i v i d u a l  d e s i r e s  and b e h a v i o r ,  
a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  t h a t  does  g r e a t  i n j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  
r e a l i t y  of d e c i s i o n  making. The d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s  
i n c l u d e s  i n d i v i d u a l  and group p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s  
t h a t  must somehow be  melded i n t o  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
s o l u t i o n .  Data  from t h e s e  s t u d i e s  d i d  n o t  document 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  "power" e a c h  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  group 
p o s s e s s e d ,  b u t  numerous r e s p o n s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Northwest and Utah s t u d i e s ,  r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  t h i s  phenomenon p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  
f i n a l  d e c i s i o n s .  F u t u r e  s t u d i e s  s h o u l d  a l l o w  
r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between " t h e  
r e c r e a t i o n i s t  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' '  and " t h e  
r e c r e a t i o n i s t  a s  a  group member" (whether  t h e  
p a r t y  head ,  p e e r ,  o r  s u b o r d i n a t e ) .  Pe rhaps  some 
o f  t h e  methods and c o n c e p t s  of b e h a v i o r a l  
s o c i o l o g i s t s  and p s y c h o l o g i s t s  might  be  u t i l i z e d  
t o  e v a l u a t e  t h i s  exchange p r o c e s s .  

User c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Group compos i t ion  may be  f l u i d  w i t h  members 
a r r i v i n g  and d e p a r t i n g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes .  

Members may engage i n  t h e  same a c t i v i t y  a s  a 
group;  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  and subgroups 
engage i n  s e p a r a t e ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  wide ly  
d i s p a r a t e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

It i s  common t o  o b s e r v e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  s t y l e  of 
o u t i n g  w i t h i n  a  group ( f o r  example, some may 
camp i n  t e n t s  of d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e ,  whereas  o t h e r s  
s t a y  i n  p ickup  campers o r  r e c r e a t i o n  v e h i c l e s ) .  

Not a l l  needs  o r  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w i t h i n  t h e  g roup  may b e  met ;  t r a d e - o f f s  and 
accommodations must b e  made a t  t i m e s .  The group 
may r e q u i r e  compromise and consensus ,  o r  submiss ion  
t o  some o f  t h e  d e s i r e s  of i t s  members. 

At tachment  t o  p l a c e  

R e c r e a t i o n i s t s  form a t t a c h m e n t s  t o  s i t e s  and 
r e t u r n  t o  f a v o r i t e  o r  p r e f e r r e d  p l a c e s  a g a i n  and 
a g a i n  (Knopf 1983) .  

They t e n d  t o  u s e  p l a c e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  used 
as c h i l d r e n .  

They v i s i t  o t h e r  "accep tab le"  p l a c e s  f o r  similar 
o u t i n g s  a s  w e l l .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  v i s i t o r s  u s e  s i t e s  
w i t h  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e y  r a t e  a s  " u n d e s i r a b l e "  o r  
" u n a c c e p t a b l e , "  a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  do n o t  
p r e c l u d e  engagement i n  t h e  chosen a c t i v i t y  w i t h  
t h e  chosen g roup .  

They t e n d  t o  t r a v e l  w i t h i n  a  we l l -de f ined  a r e a  
("home range" ) ,  g e n e r a l l y  no more t h a n  2-4 hours  
f o r  p e o p l e  u s i n g  roaded  f o r e s t  a r e a s  and b o a t s  
i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  

They may d e c i d e  where  t o  l i v e  based  on t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of d e s i r a b l e  p l a c e s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

P r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  s e t t i n g  

R e c r e a t i o n i s t s  i n c l u d e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who p r e f e r  
developed s i t e s ,  t h o s e  who p r e f e r  d i s p e r s e d  s i t e s ,  
and t h o s e  who have  no p r e f e r e n c e  and u s e  b o t h  t y p e s  
o f  s e t t i n g .  

They w i l l ,  under  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s w i t c h  
from d i s p e r s e d  t o  deve loped  s e t t i n g s  and v i c e  
v e r s a  i n  a p p a r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  s t a t e d  
p r e f e r e n c e s .  

Di spe r sed  a r e a  u s e r s  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  p r i m i t i v e  and s e m i - p r i m i t i v e  
s e t t i n g s  by b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  own equipment t o  
p r o v i d e  t h e  c r e a t u r e  c o m f o r t s  found i n  developed 
campgrounds. 



P r o p o s i t i o n s  About P l a c e s  Developed s i t e s  a r e  chosen f o r  convenience and 
s a f e t y ,  d i s p e r s e d  p l a c e s  f o r  freedom and l a c k  of 
reg imenta t ion .  

Both d i s p e r s e d  and developed s i t e s  o f f e r  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o c i a l i z i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  n o t  i n  
t h e  p a r t y  o r  f o r  p r i v a c y ,  depending on s i t e  
s e l e c t i o n  and t iming of v i s i t s .  

Water, whether i n  l a k e s ,  s t r e a m s ,  o r  mar ine  
l o c a t i o n s ,  i s  a n  impor tan t  component i n  making 
cho ices  (Cla rk  and o t h e r s  1984; Lime 1971; Lucas 
1964) . 

A d a p t a b i l i t y  

F o r e s t  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  may b e  t e m p a r a r i l y  o r  
permanently d i s p l a c e d  from p l a c e s  t h a t  change 
i n  unaccep tab le  ways. 

Displacement may be  of  a  " c o n d i t i o n a l "  n a t u r e ;  
t h a t  is ,  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  may r e t u r n  under  s p e c i a l  
c i rcumstances .  

F o r e s t  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  appear  t o  v a r y  i n  t h e i r  
" t h r e s h o l d  of d i s r u p t i o n "  and i n  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  
t o  adap t  t o  u n d e s i r a b l e  changes i n  a  p l a c e .  
Expec ta t ions  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a l t e r n a t i v e s  
a r e  key elements  i n  unders tand ing  how t h r e s h o l d s  
o p e r a t e  t o  change p a t t e r n s  of a c t u a l  use .  

They v a r y  i n  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e x p l o r e  new 
and unknown t e r r i t o r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  
bounds of t h e  home range.  

P r o p o s i t i o n s  About A c t i v i t i e s  

I n  each of t h e  s t u d i e s ,  t h e r e  were few a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  which t h e r e  were no p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  even though 
t h e  environmental  c o n d i t i o n s  ranged from developed 
campgrounds t o  w i l d e r n e s s .  

A v a r i e t y  of a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r s  on each  o u t i n g ,  
which l e a d s  t o  d i v e r s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  and s a t i s f a c -  
t i o n s .  

A c t i v i t i e s  may i n c l u d e  a l l  o r  p a r t  of t h e  pr imary 
group and any o t h e r  peop le  who j o i n  t o g e t h e r  a t  
t h e  s i t e .  A c t i v i t i e s  range  from v e r y  a c t i v e  t o  
v e r y  p a s s i v e  and span a  wide g e o g r a p h i c a l  f r o n t i e r  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  prime s i t e  t h a t  t h e  group 
v i s i t s .  

The same a c t i v i t y  may t a k e  on d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s .  
Peop le  can p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  same a c t i v i t y  i n  a  
v a r i e t y  of ways and i n  many d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  
rang ing  from c i t y  p a r k s  t o  w i l d e r n e s s .  An 
a c t i v i t y  such a s  h i k i n g ,  f o r  example, i s  b a s i c a l l y  
t h e  same i n  each a r e a ,  b u t  t h e  mot ives  f o r  engaging 
i n  t h e  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  s t y l e  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and 
t h e  r e g u l t i n g  exper iences  can v a r y  d r a m a t i c a l l y  
from one a r e a  t o  ano ther  (Cla rk  and Stankey 1979) .  

A t t r i b u t e s  of a  p l a c e  can  a t t r a c t  o r  d e t r a c t  
and can  f a c i l i t a t e  o r  c o n s t r a i n  a  s p e c i f i c  
a c t i v i t y .  

P l a c e  i s  a  major  e lement  t h a t  composes a  r e c r e a t i o n  
o u t i n g  and t h a t  must be  e v a l u a t e d  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  
and group d e c i s i o n s .  S e v e r a l  f e a t u r e s  of p l a c e  
have been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  Recrea t ion  Opportuni ty  
Spectrum (ROS) f o r  example, i n c l u d i n g  p h y s i c a l  
and b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s ,  man-made f a c t o r s ,  and 
s o c i a l  f e a t u r e s  (Brown and o t h e r s  1978; Cla rk  and 
Stankey 1979). S t u d i e s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h i s  paper  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  each of t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  may o r  may 
n o t  p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  making process .  
P l a c e  may be  e v a l u a t e d  a t  m a c r o s i t e  o r  m i c r o s i t e  
l e v e l s .  One l e v e l  o r  t h e  o t h e r  may t a k e  precedence 
a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes  and f o r  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  t h e  pr imary group. One p e r s o n ' s  f a v o r i t e  may 
be a n o t h e r ' s  l e a s t  d e s i r a b l e  p l a c e  t o  go. 

Users  of d i s p e r s e d  and developed s i t e s  a r e  found 
i n  d i s p e r s e d  and developed s e t p i n g s  ( d i f f e r e n t  
m i c r o s i t e s )  l o c a t e d  i n  geograph ic  p rox imi ty  a l o n g  
paved highways and g r a v e l  roads  i n  f o r e s t s ,  n e a r  
s e t t l e d  a r e a s ,  and i n  more remote r e g i o n s .  

At a  m a c r o s i t e  l e v e l ,  t h e  p l a c e  may be  a c c e p t a b l e  
t o  u s e r s  of d i s p e r s e d  and developed s i t e s ,  whereas 
p r e f e r e n c e s  a t  t h e  m i c r o s i t e  l e v e l  may d i f f e r  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  

Users of d i s p e r s e d  and developed s i t e s  f r e q u e n t l y  
t r a v e l  i n t o  d i s p e r s e d  a r e a s  f o r  day u s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

A c c e p t a b i l i t y  of m a c r o s i t e s  and m i c r o s i t e s  v a r i e s  
by season  ( f o r  example, a  p l a c e  may be a c c e p t a b l e  
f o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  group f o r  h u n t i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l  
and c ross -count ry  s k i i n g  i n w i n t e r  bu t  n o t  a s  a  
d i s p e r s e d  o r  developed s i t e  f o r  fami ly  camping i n  
t h e  summer). 

P r o p o s i t i o n s  About Management 

* Few v i s i t o r s  t o  a  roaded f o r e s t  l e a r n  about t h e  
p l a c e  through in format ion  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  agency. 
In£  ormal p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s ,  most o f t e n  fami ly  and 
f r i e n d s ,  a r e  t h e  most impor tan t  s o u r c e  of 
in format ion  about  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

Lack of developed campgrounds is  i n f r e q u e n t l y  a  
r e a s o n  u s e r s  g i v e  f o r  choosing d i s p e r s e d  s i t e s .  
Dispersed and developed s e t t i n g s  a r e  n o t  
s u b s t i t u t e s  one f o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

User accep tance  of management p r a c t i c e s  v a r i e s  
(Downing and Cla rk  1979). 

Users  of roaded r e c r e a t i o n  s e t t i n g s ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  
t o  p r i m i t i v e  s e t t i n g s ,  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be 
annoyed by common management a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  
logg ing  and g r a z i n g .  The s i z e  of c l e a r c u t s ,  and 
t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  camps i tes ,  however, 
i s  impor tan t .  



Users  s u p p o r t  road  c l o s u r e s  f o r  some management 
purposes  ( t o  p r o t e c t  w i l d l i f e ,  f o r  example) ,  b u t  
have  l e s s  s u p p o r t  f o r  o t h e r s  ( t o  s a v e  l i m i t e d  
ma in tenance  money, f o r  example) .  

Many v i s i t o r s  i n  P a c i f i c  Northwest  f o r e s t s  
e x p r e s s  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  agency p r e s e n c e ,  r a n g e r  
p a t r o l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

V i s i t o r s  v a l u e  unchanging s e t t i n g s .  For  example, 
v i s i t o r s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Northwest  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
opening a r e a s  f o r  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  i s  a a g o o d  
r e a s o n  f o r  b u i l d i n g  new r o a d s ,  b u t  n o t  i n  t h e  
a r e a  which t h e y  were  i n  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A c c e p t a b i l i t y '  of v i s i t o r  i m p a c t s  v a r i e s .  Some 
r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  e x p r e s s  l i t t l e  conce rn  abou t  
l i t t e r  and g a r b a g e ,  f i r e s ,  n o i s e ,  vanda l i sm and 
t h e f t .  O t h e r s ,  however,  have  r e l o c a t e d  (have 
been  d i s p l a c e d )  from s e t t i n g s  where t h e s e  problems 
have  been p r e s e n t .  

P r o p o s i t i o n s  About R e c r e a t i o n i s t s '  D e c i s i o n s  

Genera l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of c h o i c e  

R e c r e a t i o n i s t s  may choose a  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  
f o r  a g i v e n  o u t i n g  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of r e a s o n s :  

(1 )  h a b i t ,  t r a d i t i o n ;  
( 2 )  a  d e s i r e  t o  be  i n  a  p l a c e  o f  expec ted  s t a b i l i t y ,  

r e l i a b i l i t y ,  f a m i l i a r i t y  i n  a  chang ing  world  
(Iso-Ahola 1980);  

(3) a  d e s i r e  f o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i s t a n c e - - t o  b e  
f a r  enough away t o  f e e l  l i k e  t h e y  have  g o t t e n  
away ; 

(4)  t o  e x p l o r e  f o r  new and unknown t e r r i t o r y ;  o r  
(5) t o  accommodate t o  p a r t i c u l a r  n e e d s  and 

c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  a  t r i p  (med ia t ing  f a c t o r s ) :  
s p e c i a l  n e e d s  of t h e  g roup ,  t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  
and c o s t  c o n s t r a i n t s  (Cheek and Burch 1976; 
K e l l y  1976; McDonough 1982) . 

S ~ e c i f i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  c h o i c e  

Access  i s  a  key d e t e r m i n a n t  i n f l u e n c i n g  
r e c r e a t i o n  c h o i c e s  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  and amount of 
u s e .  Of a l l  t h e  management f a c t o r s  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
C l a r k  and Stankey (1979) i n  t h e  ROS, a c c e s s  
p r o b a b l y  p l a y s  t h e  most c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  e i t h e r  
f a c i l i t a t i n g  o r  c o n s t r a i n i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e .  
Whether one chooses  t h e  t e rm " f a c i l i t a t i n g "  o r  
" c o n s t r a i n i n g "  t o  d e s c r i b e  a c c e s s  c o n d i t i o n s  
depends on a  p e r s o n a l  p o i n t  of v iew.  

* F a v o r i t e  s i t e s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  more r emote  and 
p o s s e s s  d e s i r e d  l a n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  Converse ly ,  
m o s t - v i s i t e d  p l a c e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  more a c c e s s i b l e ,  
more c o n v e n i e n t ,  and p r o v i d e  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  
and f a c i l i t i e s .  

D i spe r sed  s i t e s  a r e  o f t e n  chosen over  developed 
s i t e s  because  t h e y  can  b e t t e r  accommodate needs  
of l a r g e  g roups .  

Di spe r sed  s e t t i n g s  o f f e r  p r i v a c y ,  freedom t o  
engage i n  a c t i v i t i e s  n o t  a l lowed  i n  developed 
s i t e s ,  f reedom t o  a d a p t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
" s t y l e "  o f  t h e  group.  

Use r s  o f  d i s p e r s e d  and developed s i t e s  have 
s topped  v i s i t i n g  (have been d i s p l a c e d  from) 
f o r m e r l y  used  d i s p e r s e d  and developed s i t e s  
because  : 

(1) s e t t i n g s  have changed i n  u n d e s i r a b l e  
ways ; 

( 2 )  t o o  many p e o p l e  a r e  t h e r e ;  
( 3 )  number o f  u n d e s i r a b l e  p e o p l e  ( p e o p l e  

who a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r a t e  of o t h e r s  and 
do n o t  know how t o  behave) h a s  i n c r e a s e d ;  

( 4 )  r e s o u r c e  management a c t i v i t i e s  have 
i n c r e a s e d  ; 

(5 )  more p r e f e r r e d  p l a c e s  have been  found;  o r  
(6)  l i f e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  have changed ( f o r  

example, p l a c e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  n e e d s  
and d e s i r e s  of a  f a m i l y  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  
a r e  n o t  a s  d e s i r a b l e  a f t e r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
grow o l d e r  o r  l e a v e  t h e  p a r e n t s ) .  

At t h e  m a c r o s i t e  l e v e l  

Once p r e t r i p  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  s e t t l e d  (such 
a s  group n e e d s ,  t r i p  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  d e s i r e  f o r  change 
of p l a c e ) ,  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  e v a l u a t e  and make c h o i c e s  
among o p t i o n s  (Watson 1983) i n  t e rms  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  a  s e t t i n g :  

(1)  v a r i e t y  o f  p h y s i o g r a p h i c ,  t o p o g r a p h i c ,  
and l a n d s c a p e  f e a t u r e s  (Haas 1979) ;  

(2) s e a s o n  and e l e v a t i o n ;  

( 3 )  r emoteness  from home ( p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
d i s t a n c e - - f a r  enough t o  f e e l  l i k e  g e t t i n g  away) 
and f rom c e n t e r s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ;  

(4 )  v a r i e t y  o f  resource-dependent  o p p o r t u n i -  
t i e s  a v a i l a b l e ;  and 

(5) ROS c o n d i t i o n s  ( r a n g i n g  from p r i m i t i v e  
c o n d i t i o n s  and s e t t i n g s  t o  developed a r e a s  w i t h  
r o a d s  and f a c i l i t i e s ) .  

At t h e  m i c r o s i t e  l e v e l  

Many o f  t h e  o p t i o n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  m a c r o s i t e  
l e v e l  a l s o  a p p l y  t o  t h e  m i c r o s i t e  l e v e l .  

Choices  may b e  changed upon a r r i v a l  depending 
on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of s i t e s  ( f a v o r i t e ,  p r e f e r r e d ,  
o r  o t h e r w i s e )  a s  w e l l  a s  a c t i v i t i e s  p lanned  and 
s p e c i a l  d e s i r e s  of t h e  group.  

Both d i s p e r s e d  and developed s i t e s  may b e  
s e l e c t e d  f o r  s e p a r a t i o n ,  r emoteness ,  and i s o l a t i o n  
from o t h e r s  n o t  i n  t h e  group.  



P r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  c h o i c e s  

The p r o c e s s  of making c h o i c e s  i s  i n h e r e n t l y  
complex, and p r e d i c t i o n  i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  
w i t h  p r e s e n t  knowledge. 

(1) Choice  o f  p l a c e  ( a t  b o t h  t h e  m i c r o s i t e  
and m a c r o s i t e  l e v e l )  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r e d i c t  f o r  
a  g i v e n  t y p e  of o u t i n g  w i t h o u t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  abou t  t h e  t r i p  (Knopp and 
L e a t h e r b e r r y  1982; Krumpe and McLaughlin 1982) .  

( 2 )  The l i k e l i h o o d  of d i s r u p t i o n  a t  f a v o r i t e  
s i t e s  ( t o  de te rmine  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  of d i s r u p t i o n )  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r e d i c t  from u s e r s 1  s t a t e m e n t s  
of p r e f e r e n c e .  

( 3 )  Although t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
p r e d i c t ,  t r a d e - o f f s  p e o p l e  make may n o t  be  
t e r r i b l y  s t r e s s f u l .  

Al though f a v o r i t e  s i t e s  would b e  l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  
w i t h  c e r t a i n  changes  ( c l e a r c u t s ,  new houses  o r  
b u i l d i n g s ,  new l o g g i n g ,  mine t a i l i n g s ,  new r o a d s ,  
l o g  s t o r a g e ) ,  n o t  everyone would s t o p  go ing  t o  
t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  p l a c e  i f  s u c h  changes  would o c c u r .  

A  v a r i e t y  o f  s i t u a t i o n a l  (med ia t ing)  f a c t o r s  
l i m i t  freedom of  c h o i c e  ( f o r  example, d i s t a n c e  t o  
a l t e r n a t i v e  s i t e s ,  c o s t  of f u e l ,  t r a v e l  t i m e ) .  
P l a c e s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  chosen t o  accommodate t h e  
o u t i n g  and r e g a r d e d  a s  " a c c e p t a b l e "  may o t h e r w i s e  
b e  r a t e d  a s  "unaccep tab le"  (Schreyer  and Roggenbuck 
1981) .  

E x p e c t a t i o n s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s '  
d e c i s i o n  making. They s e r v e  a s  f i l t e r s  t o  narrow 
t h e  r a n g e  of a c t i v i t i e s  and p l a c e s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  o u t i n g  w i t h  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  group.  They a r e  employed d u r i n g  
p r e t r i p  p l a n n i n g  f o r  weighing a n t i c i p a t e d  t r a d e -  
o f f s  among a l t e r n a t i v e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  group 
compos i t ion ,  a c t i v i t y  o r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and p l a c e .  
How s a t i s f i e d  one  i s  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t r i p  o r  
a c t i v i t y  depends i n  p a r t  on how w e l l  p r e t r i p  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  match a c t u a l  outcomes (Roggenbuck 
and Schreyer  1977 ) .  

DISCUSSION 

It was d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  sequence  i n  
which t h e  v a r i o u s  d e c i s i o n  f a c t o r s  shown i n  
t a b l e  1 e n t e r  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s l  d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s .  
Obviously  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  v a r i a b i l i t y  between 
i n d i v i d u a l s  and between one t r i p  and a n o t h e r  a s  
t o  what c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  most i m p o r t a n t .  

A v a r i e t y  o f  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  r e c r e a t i o n  
c h o i c e  behav io r  may o p e r a t e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a t  t i m e s  
and i n t e r a c t  i n  complex ways a t  o t h e r  t i m e s .  
The c o n t e n t  ( d e c i s i o n  f a c t o r s )  and s t r u c t u r e  
( r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among f a c t o r s )  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
p r o c e s s  a r e  o f  p r imary  i n t e r e s t  and must b e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  a  h o l i s t i c  way. Numerous s t u d i e s  
on r e c r e a t i o n  b e h a v i o r  a r e  n o t  r e f e r e n c e d  i n  t h i s  

p a p e r ;  most d i d  n o t  d e a l  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  
b e h a v i o r a l  c h o i c e s  of r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  i n  r e a l - l i f e  
s i t u a t i o n s .  F u t u r e  work w i l l  b e  d i r e c t e d  a t  
i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  f rom t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Grounded p e r s p e c t i v e s  abou t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  
b e h a v i o r  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  and a r e  
r e l e v a n t  t o  managers .  Some p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tan t  
c o n c e p t s  f o l l o w .  

Home Range 

For a  g i v e n  o u t i n g ,  p e o p l e  choose among o p t i o n s  
abou t  p l a c e  o r  d e c i d e  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  v i s i t i n g  
c e r t a i n  s i t e s  w i t h i n  a  bounded geograph ic  a r e a  o r  
"home rangef '--an a r e a  judged a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  g roup ,  a c t i v i t y ,  o r  e x p e r i e n c e .  Home 
r a n g e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  v i s i t i n g  roaded ,  f o r e s t e d  
a r e a s  o f  Oregon, Washington, and Utah f o r  2-3 
d a y s  d u r a - t i o n  is w i t h i n  2-3 hours  d r i v e  o f  
home. The s a m e  t i m e  frame t e n d s  t o  h o l d  i n  
s o u t h e a s t  Alaska a s  w e l l ,  b u t  b o a t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
wheeled v e h i c l e s  a r e  t h e  main mode of t r a v e l .  
Some p e o p l e  a r e  more "migratory"  i n  n a t u r e  t h a n  
o t h e r s  ( t h e y  a c t  l i k e  t o u r i s t s )  and go beyond 
t h e  bounds of t h e  home r a n g e  a s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s .  But t h e y  appear  t o  
be  more t h e  e x c e p t i o n  t h a n  t h e  r u l e .  

Home r a n g e  seems t o  be  a n  i m p o r t a n t  concep t .  I t  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  more-or- less  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  
bounded and b e h a v i o r a l l y  r e l e v a n t  a r e a  w i t h i n  
which most t r a d e - o f f s  among s e t t i n g s  f o r  a  g i v e n  
t y p e  of a c t i v i t y  o r  e x p e r i e n c e  a r e  made. The home 
r a n g e  c o n t a i n s  s i t e s  judged by p e o p l e  a s  " f a v o r i t e , "  
"most o f t e n  v i s i t e d , "  " a c c e p t a b l e "  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  
and "unaccep tab le"  p l a c e s  once v i s i t e d  b u t  v i s i t e d  
no l o n g e r .  

The s i z e  o f  home r a n g e  may v a r y  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  d i f f e r e n t  modes o f  t r a v e l ,  and 
d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  s o u t h e a s t  
Alaska ,  f o r  example, mode o f  t r a v e l  and 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a  r a n g e  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  l o c a l  communities e x p l a i n s  
why most u s e  i s  w i t h i n  25 m i l e s  of home. For  
Anchorage, on  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  most r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  f u r t h e r  from town, and 
c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  them i n c r e a s e s .  The amount o f  
t ime  and d i s t a n c e  t r a v e l e d  a r e  g r e a t e r ,  y e t  a r e  
s t i l l  w i t h i n  g e n e r a l l y  p r e d i c t a b l e  l i m i t s .  The 
p r a c t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h a t  i f  p e o p l e  do  
a s s o c i a t e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a v e l  t ime  and maximum 
d i s t a n c e  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  of a c t i v i t y  o r  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  "home range"  s h o u l d  be  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
i n t o  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  r e l a t i v e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  and 
demand f o r  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of p l a c e - r e l a t e d  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The a c t i v i t i e s  and e x p e r i e n c e s  
p o s s i b l e  become t h e  "browse" w i t h i n  t h e  home 
r a n g e .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  r e s o u r c e  managers 
c o n t r o l  t h e  b a s i c  f a c t o r s  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e  browse 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  home 
r a n g e s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
a v a i l a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and u s e  w i l l  be  i m p o r t a n t  
i n  p r e d i c t i n g  consequences  o f  r e s o u r c e  management 
o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c .  



C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  Modeling Choice  Behavior  

We have n o t  developed a  d e t a i l e d  model o f  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  we c a n  s u g g e s t  some c o n c e p t s  
t h a t  need t o  b e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  a  comprehensive  
model.  

The c h o i c e  p r o c e s s  seems t o  work under  two g e n e r a l  
c o n d i t i o n s :  t h e  " i n i t i a l  c o n d i t i o n "  and t h e  
" a d a p t i v e  c o n d i t i o n "  ( f i g .  1 ) .  The i n i t i a l  
c o n d i t i o n  i s  where t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
a r e  e x p l o r i n g  "new ground" w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  
r e c r e a t i o n  e v e n t s .  The a d a p t i v e  c o n d i t i o n  i s  
where t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  have  p r i o r  e x p e r i e n c e  and 
a r e  e v a l u a t i n g  whether  o r  n o t  t o  r e p e a t  a n  e v e n t  
a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  w i t h  a  s p e c i f i e d  group.  
It i s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  two c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  c o n c e p t s  
s u c h  a s  s u b s t i t u t a b i l i t y  and u l t i m a t e  t r i p  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  f o r  each  member of t h e  g roup  b e g i n  
t o  make s e n s e .  

A Declslon level 
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Subst~tute G r o w  

F i g u r e  1 . - -Condi t ions  i n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  c h o i c e  
p r o c e s s :  A, I n i t i a l  c o n d i t i o n ;  B, Adap t ive  
c o n d i t i o n .  

When making t h e  i n i t i a l  d e c i s i o n ,  a  r e c r e a t i o n i s t  
must c o n s i d e r  g roup ,  p l a c e ,  and a c t i v i t y .  The 
f i r s t  c h o i c e  l i k e l y  l i m i t s  o r  c o n s t r a i n s  
subsequen t  c h o i c e s  ( a  f i l t e r i n g  p r o c e s s ) .  What 
d e c i s i o n  comes f i r s t - - a b o u t  p l a c e ,  p e o p l e ,  o r  
a c t i v i t y - - l i k e l y  v a r i e s  from o u t i n g  t o  o u t i n g  
and from i n d i v i d u a l  t o  i n d i v i d u a l .  Moreover,  
t h e s e  e a r l y  c h o i c e s  de te rmine  which m a c r o s i t e  
and m i c r o s i t e  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  ROS a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be  
s a l i e n t  i n  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  of p l a c e .  Othe r  
p e r s o n a l  o r  group c o n s t r a i n t s  may become 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  and may domina te  from t h e  
beg inn ing  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s .  Thus, i t  i s  
n o t  a lways p o s s i b l e  t o  s e l e c t  t h e  m a c r o s i t e  and 
m i c r o s i t e  based on i n d i v i d u a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  
a t t r i b u t e s  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t t i n g .  

When c o n s i d e r i n g  whe the r  o r  n o t  t o  r e p e a t  a  t r i p ,  
t h e  r e c r e a t i o n i s t  can  a d a p t  a s  a  r e s u l t  of p r i o r  
e x p e r i e n c e  o r  because  of new d e c i s i o n  f a c t o r s .  
S u b s t i t u t i o n  can t h e n  o c c u r  a t  any o f  t h e  f o u r  
l e v e l s  shown i n  f i g u r e  1B. Not o n l y  can a 
r e c r e a t i o n i s t  s u b s t i t u t e  a  p l a c e ,  b u t  h e  o r  s h e  
c a n  a l s o  s u b s t i t u t e  one a c t i v i t y  o r  group f o r  
a n o t h e r .  when t h e  same combina t ion  of d e c i s i o n s  
is  made t ime  a f t e r  t i m e - - t h a t  i s ,  t h e  same group 
goes  t o  t h e  same p l a c e  t o  do t h e  same s o r t  of 
a c t i v i t y ,  o f t e n  a t  t h e  same t ime of year-- the  
e v e n t  becomes t r a d i t i o n a l .  

CONCLUSIONS 

The d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s  f o r  making r e c r e a t i o n  c h o i c e s  
i s  complex f rom a  r e s e a r c h  p e r s p e c t i v e :  f i n a l  
d e c i s i o n s  a r e  c o n d i t i o n a l  on i n t e r a c t i o n  between 
p e o p l e  and p l a c e s  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  of m e d i a t i n g  
i n f l u e n c e s .  The p r o c e s s  i s  dynamic w i t h  new 
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t i n u a l l y  a f f e c t i n g  what p e o p l e  do 
a s  w e l l  a s  why t h e y  do s o .  

P r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  e q u a l  t o  a c t u a l  
choices--a t  l e a s t  n o t  some o f  t h e  t ime and n o t  f o r  
some t h i n g s .  T h i s  i s  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g .  We 
must d e a l  w i t h  group p r e f e r e n c e s  v e r s u s  i n d i v i d u a l  
p r e f e r e n c e s .  "My f a v o r i t e "  and "our f a v o r i t e "  may 
n o t  be  t h e  same. P e o p l e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  g roups  may 
do t h e  same o r  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  same o r  
d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s .  What "appear s  t o  be" may b e  
v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  what " r e a l l y  i s . "  Unders t and ing  
some of t h e  "why" u n d e r l y i n g  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s '  c h o i c e s  
w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  programs t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  
r a n g e  of c o n d i t i o n s  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

The f o c u s  on p l a c e  i s  fundamenta l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
when viewed w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of home range ;  i t  
b o t h  f a c i l i t a t e s  and c o n s t r a i n s  g roups  and 
a c t i v i t i e s .  It p r o v i d e s  t h e  p a l e t t e ,  o r  a r r a y  of 
o p t i o n s ,  from which p e o p l e  c r e a t e  t h e i r  own 
images. P e o p l e  have  f a v o r i t e  p l a c e s ;  t h e y  v i s i t  
them and c a n  i d e n t i f y  a t t r i b u t e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h o s e  p l a c e s .  Peop le  a l s o  have f a v o r i t e  
a c t i v i t i e s  and p e o p l e  w i t h  whom t h e y  r e c r e a t e ;  
however,  p e o p l e  o f t e n  choose  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  
f a v o r i t e s .  Pe rhaps  o n l y  seldom do  a l l  f a v o r i t e s  
( p l a c e ,  p e o p l e ,  and a c t i v i t y )  o v e r l a p  ( f i g .  2 ) .  
The s t u d i e s  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  i n d i c a t e ,  however,  
t h a t  such  a p p a r e n t  " i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s "  a r e  r a t i o n a l .  
Whether t h e y  choose o t h e r - t h a n - f a v o r i t e  p l a c e s ,  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  o r  p e o p l e  because  of a  d e s i r e  f o r  
d i v e r s i t y  o r  because  of c o n s t r a i n t s ,  r e c r e a t i o n -  
i s t s ,  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  may have  a  s a t i s f y i n g  t ime.  
Choices  abou t  a  s e t t i n g  might  be  viewed a s  
" r a t i o n a l "  f o r  a  g i v e n  o u t i n g  b u t  v a r y  f rom p a r t y  
t o  p a r t y  and from t r i p  t o  t r i p .  R a t i o n a l i t y  i s  
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  and e v e n t u a l  s e l e c t i o n  
of p l a c e s  expec ted  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  accommodate t h e  
f l u i d  n a t u r e  of a r r i v a l  and d e p a r t u r e  t i m e s  of 
group members, group needs  f o r  a c t i v i t y  and s p a c e ,  
v a r y i n g  t a s t e s  of i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  group,  
and c o n s t r a i n t s  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  
Evidence o f  such  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i s  common i l l  

u s e r s '  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of why t h e y  a r e  "here" 
r a t h e r  t h a n  " t h e r e . "  



F i g u r e  2 . - -Re la t ionsh ips  between f a v o r i t e  p e o p l e ,  
f a v o r i t e  p l a c e ,  and f a v o r i t e  a c t i v i t y .  

P e o p l e  g e n e r a l l y  compromise i n  making r e c r e a t i o n  
c h o i c e s .  They weigh i n d i v i d u a l  v e r s u s  c o l l e c t i v e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  p l u s  o t h e r  c o n s t r a i n t s  and 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i n  r e a c h i n g  a  d e c i s i o n .  At t h e  
group d e c i s i o n  making l e v e l ,  t h e r e  may, i n  f a c t ,  
be  a  c l o s e  match between p r e f e r e n c e  and b e h a v i o r .  
Looking a t  p r e f e r e n c e s  a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l  
may b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  show t h e  r a n g e  of 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  b u t  may n o t  b e  a  good p r e d i c t o r  of 
a c t u a l  behav io r .  

We must conc lude  t h a t  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  ( a t  l e a s t  
some members o f  a  group)  a r e  o f t e n  a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  t r i p  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  what t h e y  would 
o t h e r w i s e  r e g a r d  a s  a  m a r g i n a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  
s e t t i n g .  Under such  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
a t t r i b u t e s  of a  s e t t i n g  s u p p o r t ,  a l b e i t  m i n i m a l l y ,  
t h e  d e s i r e s  of t h e  group r e g a r d i n g  a c t i v i t y  o r  
e x p e r i e n c e .  When u s e r s  e x p e c t  l e s s  t h a n  a n  i d e a l  
p l a c e ,  go ing  t h e r e  must b e  v a l u e d  more t h a n  n o t  
go ing .  A n t i c i p a t e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  o f  a  t r i p  a r e  
l a r g e l y  dependent  on engaging i n  d e s i r e d  a c t i v i t i e s  
w i t h  a  d e s i r e d  group.  An "opt imal"  s e t t i n g  i s  n o t  
a lways r e q u i r e d  o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
of a n  o p t i m a l  s e t t i n g  may b e  q u i t e  minimal .  P l a c e s  
must t h e n  b e  judged f o r  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  which t h e y  
a d e q u a t e l y  s u p p o r t  a c t i v i t y ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and group 
needs .  It may n o t  be  p o s s i b l e  t o  l a b e l  a  s e t t i n g  
a s  "op t ima l"  i n  a b s t r a c t  t e rms .  T h i s  may h e l p  
e x p l a i n  why f a v o r i t e  p l a c e s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
t h e  same a s  t h o s e  used most f r e q u e n t l y  f o r  a  g i v e n  
k i n d  o f  o u t i n g ,  and why p e o p l e  o f t e n  u s e  s e t t i n g s  
w i t h  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e y  r e g a r d  a s  somewhat u n d e s i r a b l e .  

The c o n c e p t s  of "home range"  and "browse" seem t o  
a p p l y  t o  r e c r e a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  w i l d l i f e .  P e o p l e  
s e e k  d i v e r s i t y  and may go t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p l a c e s ,  
assuming t h e y  have knowledge o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  do s o  i n  a  c o n f i n e d  
t e r r i t o r y ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  l e v e l .  They 
can  c h o s s e  t h e  same browse ( e x p e r i e n c e s  and 
s a t i s f a c t i o n s )  i n  t h e  same o r  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e ,  o r  
go r o u t i n e l y  t o  t h e  same p l a c e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  browse. 

P a s t  a t t e m p t s  t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  methodology and 
s u b s t a n c e  of t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  d e c i s i o n  making p r o c e s s  
have done i n j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  t o p i c .  L i t t l e  i s  known 
a t  p r e s e n t  a b o u t  c h o i c e  b e h a v i o r  t h a t  c a n  be 
g e n e r a l i z e d  w i t h  any d e g r e e  of r e l i a b i l i t y .  The 
f a c t  t h a t  r e s e a r c h e r s  f rom d i v e r s e  d i s c i p l i n e s  
have converged on t h e  m a t t e r  of r e c r e a t i o n  c h o i c e  
is  comfor t ing ;  t h e  l a c k  o f  a n  i n t e g r a t i n g  
p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  n o t .  The r e s u l t s  from t h i s  
symposium may l e a d  u s  i n  a  more p r o d u c t i v e  d i r e c -  
t i o n .  

RESEARCH NEEDS 

A d d i t i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  based  on  a  grounded,  
b e h a v i o r a l  approach  a r e  needed t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  
r e s e a r c h e r s  a r e  working w i t h  r e l e v a n t  e l ement s  
and r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  V e r i f i c a t i o n  th rough  f u r t h e r  
d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  can t h e n  f o l l o w  f o r  d a t a  s e t s  
which c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  i d i o s y n c r a s i e s  of t h e  
r e c r e a t i o n  c h o i c e  p r o c e s s .  Resea rch  has  begun t o  
demons t ra t e  t h e  complex i ty  i n v o l v e d ,  b u t  more 
s t u d i e s  s h o u l d  be  conducted w i t h i n  a  h o l i s t i c ,  
e c o l o g i c a l  framework. 

There  i s  a  need t o  i n t e g r a t e  r e s e a r c h  methods, 
models ,  and c o n c e p t s .  M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  s t u d i e s  
a r e  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  complex n a t u r e  
o f  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  c h o i c e  p r o c e s s .  The move from 
d e s c r i p t i v e  t o  e x p l a n a t i v e  s t u d i e s  w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  
u s i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n s - - l o n g i t u d i n a l  
and exper imental - -and s t r a t e g i e s  t o  c o l l e c t  a  mix 
of q u a n t i t a t i v e  and q u a l i t a t i v e  d a t a .  

There  is  need t o  r e f i n e  t h e  home r a n g e  concep t  
and t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  o f  home 
r a n g e s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  g roups ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
and e x p e r i e n c e s .  What a r e  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o r  
f a c t o r s  t h a t  s h a p e  home r a n g e s ?  Moreover,  t h e r e  
i s  need t o  d e t e r m i n e  which o f  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s  between p l a c e ,  a c t i v i t y ,  and group a r e  most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s '  c h o i c e s ,  and t o  
d e t e r m i n e  which management a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  most 
l i k e l y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s '  c h o i c e s .  
Resea rch  must f o c u s  more on t h e  g roup ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  l a r g e l y  because  d e c i s i o n s  
a r e  t y p i c a l l y  made w i t h i n  t h e  group u n i t .  

And l a s t ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  need t o  know more abou t  
what r e a l l y  m a t t e r s  v e r s u s  what is  n i c e  t o  know 
b u t  i r r e l e v a n t  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  management. De te r -  
mining t h i s  b a l a n c e  r e q u i r e s  on-going c o o p e r a t i o n  
between r e s e a r c h e r s  and managers .  
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