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Summary

"FVS has grown to meet the needs
of field practitioners, and evolved to
address the emerging forest man-
agement issues such as biomass
and carbon sequestration. Most
importantly, FVS has remained
dedicated to the user."
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Prior to the 1990s, a primary focus of vegetation management on National Forest
System (NFS) lands was commodity production. While the production of goods is still
important, the last 20 years has seen an emphasis in the restoration of ecosystem func-
tion and resiliency. This is illustrated by a decline of more than 80% in NFS timber
production since the late 1980s. The current Forest Service focus on ecological restora-
tion reflects both changing public values, and the current ecological conditions on NFS
lands. Ecological restoration is not restoring land to some predetermined point in time,
but to create conditions within the ecosystem that restores its health and resiliency to
natural forces and disturbances that affect it while meeting societal needs.

The shift from commodity production to restoring ecosystem resiliency has occurred in
the context of concern for the effects of climate change on forests, a decade-long drought
in parts of the West, and a multi-decade increase in forest density. In many parts of the
country, increases in forest density have been in progress since the late 19 century.
Forest growth greatly exceeds removals on NFS lands in the Interior west. When dense
forests combine with extended drought, the ecological stress sets the stage for increased
insect epidemics and wildfire. There has been a major shift in fire regime from low to
high severity, and the intensity of wildfire has increased. At the same time, there has
been an unprecedented expansion of residential development into wild lands.

There has been a compelling political call to action, and key socio-political forces are
shifting. There is broader recognition of climate change and the need for action to address
it. There is a growing recognition of the need to actively manage NFS lands to restore
and protect important ecosystem services such as carbon sequestration and bio-energy.
The Forest Service has responded with dramatically increased forest fuels treatments
and vegetation treatments focused on density management, and a robust Forest Health
Protection program on federal and non-federal lands. A major strategy of National Forest
management has been to focus on ecosystem restoration and fuels treatment.

Today, more than ever, FVS is ready to provide the vegetation management tools
needed by planners to analyze alternative futures, by decision makers to understand the
effects of actions they contemplate, by collaborative groups to explore common ground
around treatments, and by land management agencies to understand the consequences
of policies they consider. FVS has grown to meet the needs of field practitioners, and
evolved to address the emerging forest management issues such as biomass and carbon
sequestration. Most importantly, FVS has remained dedicated to the user. The confer-
ence and the proceedings document the contemporary uses and state-of-the-art of FVS,
and look into the near future applications and model development goals.

Enjoy the conference.
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