TECHNICAL NOTES
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THIK PLYWOOD

Thin plywoad, matle ¥ two or three tissue-like
sheets of veneer, is suggwsted by tiie Forast Producis
Laberatory, Madison, Wisconsin, as a material apparently hav-
lng many possible applications. 9he new produc:t is extremely
light, strong, and flexible, It snrinks ana swells very
lltt;e with changes of moisture, and will withstand long con-
t}nued soaking in hot or cold water, It can r=adily be made
fire-resistant. Cloth, paper, or wire screen nay bs com-
bined with the vene=r to incresage %tonughnzus and resistance to
tearing, and the plies may be arramnqed  with their grains run-
ning at any angle, to give the plywood more stxeng,n in a
particular direction.

A method of manufacturing extremely thin plywood’
has been worked out by the laboratory and will Dbe explalned
in detail to anyone upon raquest.

On account of its fragility, thir veneer is dif-
ficult to glue with wet glue by the ordlnarJ methods. It
cannot be run through a glue spreader without firsi berng
reinforced, If the glue is spread by hand, the veneer abserbs
water and swells excessively, producing wrinklsase ani pooar
joints. Largﬂ-she°ts of thin veneer which are wet and heavy
with glue are almest impossible to harndle wignout “earing,

. 1he method of gluing devplopﬂd by tne labaratory
avoids all such difficulties, 7The glue used is of the blogd="
albunin type. " Instead of being spread directly on the veneer,
it is spread on sheets of tissue paper. After the coatsd
tissue is dry it is inserted between the sheets of venesr, and
the joint is made in a hot press. The practicality of this
Process has been demonstrated by the manufacture of several
thousand feet of thin plywood from 1/120-inch veneer,

A number of tests on thin plywood of various thick-
nesses and combinations of material have been made at the
laboratory, and the results are given in the following table:
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