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Although t h e r e  has  been s u b s t a n t i a l  growth i n  t h e  supply  
of outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e r e  is  no e x i s t i n g  system 
o r  program t o  t r a c k  annual changes i n  p r i v a t e  and commercial 
f a c i l i t i e s  o r  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

Th i s  paper t r a c e s  e f f o r t s  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  supply  of p r i v a t e  
r e c r e a t i o n  r e sou rces  and p rov ides  t h e  r e a d e r  w i th  informat ion 
on where t o  look f o r  d a t a  on t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  

INTRODUCTION 

Few s e r i o u s  s t u d e n t s  of t r e n d s  i n  r ec re -  
a t i o n  would no t  ag ree  t h a t  r e c r e a t i o n  has  i n -  
c r eased  i n  t h e  r ecen t  pas t  by almost any mea- 
su re .  The problem h a s  been t o  a c c u r a t e l y  
a s s e s s  t h e  amount of t h e  i n c r e a s e s .  

One of t h e  problems i n  t h e s e  assessment 
e f f o r t s  h a s  been i n c o n s i s t e n t  d e f i n i t i o n  of 
measures.  For purposes  of t h i s  paper "Demand" 
w i l l  be de f ined  a s  t h e  amount of p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
a s  measured by v i s i t o r  days ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
days ,  con tac t  days ,  a c t i v i t y  days ,  o r  t h e  
d o l l a r s  spen t  on r e c r e a t i o n  and l e i s u r e  pur- 
s u i t s .  "Supply" w i l l  be used t o  c a t e g o r i z e  t h e  
nu-ber of f a c i l i t i e s ,  number of a c r e s ,  o r  o t h e r  
measures of t h e  p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  themselves  
r a t h e r  t han  t h o s e  who use  them. 

Seve ra l  p rev ious  e f f o r t s  t o  measure demand 
and supply  a r e  worthy of mention. 
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The f i r s t  n a t i o n a l l y  recognized e f f o r t s  t o  
a s s e s s  t h e  demand and supply  of p r i v a t e  and 
commercial r e c r e a t i o n  was t h e  Outdoor Recre- 
a t i o n  Resources Review Commission's r e p o r t ,  
"Outdoor Recreat ion  f o r  America," Volumes 1-27, 
publ ished by t h e  Fede ra l  Government i n  1962. 
One e n t i r e  volume "The P r i v a t e  Sec to r  Study of 
Outdoor Rec rea t ion  E n t e r p r i s e s "  was given t o  
t h e  demand and supply  of p r i v a t e  and commercial 
r e c r e a t i o n .  

In  r e p o r t i n g  demand, t h e  P r i v a t e  Sec to r  

'paper p re sen ted  a t  t h e  Na t iona l  Outdoor 
Recreat ion  Trends Symposium, Durham NH, A p r i l  
20-23, 1980. 
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s tudy  found t h a t  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s  and f a c i l i t i e s  
provided by p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  n o n p r o f i t  organ- 
i z a t i o n s ,  and b u s i n e s s e s  a t t r a c t e d  some two b i l -  
l i o n  v i s i t s  annua l ly .  T h r e e - f i f t h s  of t h e s e  
v i s i t s  were made t o  commercial p r o f i t  making 
e n t e r p r i s e s .  

While t h i s  e a r l y  s tudy  of r e c r e a t i o n  par- 
t i c i p a t i o n  by 17,342 households  i n  1960, and l a t e r  
followed up by pe r sona l  i n t e r v i e w  surveys  of 4,029 
randomly s e l e c t e d  households  i n  1972 have been t h e  
most widely  used and quoted r e sou rce  informat ion 
i n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  and park  f i e l d ,  i t  may now be 
ou tda t ed  a s  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and a c c u r a t e  d a t a  
have been accumulated by such p r i v a t e  organiza-  
t i o n s  a s  A . C .  Nie lsen  s t u d i e s ,  which w i l l  be  d i s -  
cussed l a t e r .  

Another assessment of p r i v a t e  outdoor  rec-  
r e a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e s  was done f o r  t h e  Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreat ion  i n  1965, cove r ing  p r i v a t e l y  
owned and ope ra t ed  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  
United S t a t e s  which were i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  sum- 
mer of 1965 (Ch i l t on  1966). The inven to ry  was 
a s se s sed  on t h e  b a s i s  of a  s t r a t i f i e d  random 
sample by c o u n t i e s  and geographic  l o c a t i o n s  
w i th in  c o u n t i e s .  Outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e s  
were i d e n t i f i e d  i n  p re - se l ec t ed  p o r t i o n s  of ran- 
domly s e l e c t e d  c o u n t i e s  and t o t a l  sample s i z e  
of 2 ,102  was i n v e s t i g a t e d .  F a c i l i t i e s  o f f e r i n g  
t h e  fo l lowing  a c t i v i t i e s  were i n v e n t o r i e d :  
b i c y c l i n g ;  boa t ing  and boat  r e n t a l s ;  camping -- 
f o r  i n s t a n c e  t e n t ,  t r a i l e r ,  group r e s i d e n c e ,  and 
day;  caves ;  drama and c o n c e r t s ;  d r ive - in  movies;  
d r i v i n g  and s i g h t s e e i n g ;  lodging;  mountain climb- 
i n g ;  n a t u r e  s tudy ;  p i cn i ck ing ;  shoo t ing  r anges ;  
s k i i n g  -- water  and snow; f i e l d  t r a i l s ;  f i s h i n g ,  
s a l t ,  co ld  and warm f r e s h  wa te r ;  g o l f ;  h i k i n g  
and walking;  horseback r i d i n g ;  hun t ing  -- b i g  
and smal l  game and water fowl ;  i c e  s k a t i n g ;  spec- 
t a t o r  s p o r t s ;  s p o r t s  and p l a y  f i e l d s  -- such a s  
a r che ry ,  t e n n i s  o r  s o f t b a l l ;  swimming beaches  
and p o o l s ;  v a c a t i o n  farms;  w i n t e r  s p o r t s .  



Because o f  t h e  smal l  sample s i z e  such an  
assessment can on ly  be  an  e s t i m a t e  and can 
va ry  a s  much a s  7000 e n t e r p r i s e s  (one s t a n -  
dard  d e v i a t i o n  of sampling t o l e r a n c e )  i n  t h e  
t o t a l  numbers p r o j e c t e d .  However t h i s  was 
t h e  f i r s t  a t tempt  by anyone t o  p r o j e c t  an e s t -  
imated number of e n t e r p r i s e s  and t h e  s tudy  
does  n o t  purpor t  t o  be  100 percent  a c c u r a t e .  

Table 1 . - -Pr ivate  outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n  
e n t e r p r i s e s  

Number Percent  

Mul t ip l e  water -or iented  
e n t e r p r i s e s  

Swimming 
Boating 
F i sh ing  

t o t a l  water -or iented  
Mul t ip l e  land-or iented  

e n t e r p r i s e s  
Lodgings 
Camping(0vernight and day) 
Hunting 
Act ive  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  games 

o r  a c t i v i t i e s  
Pas s ive  s p e c t a t o r  and 

misce l l aneous  
t o t a l  land-or iented  

T o t a l  number of e n t e r -  
p r i s e s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  

It can r e a d i l y  be  seen t h a t  t h e  a s s e s s -  
ment i s  f a r  from complete,  and many of t h e  wide 
range of a c t i v i t i e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  were 
surveyed do n o t  c o n t a i n  complete i n fo rma t ion ;  
however, i t  was a  beginning and c a l l e d  a t t e n -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  magnitude of t h i s  a s p e c t  of t h e  
r e c r e a t i o n  e s t a t e .  

A f u r t h e r  e f f o r t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  p u b l i c  and 
p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  e s t a t e  was done by t h e  
Bureau of Outdoor Recreat ion  i n  i t s  "Outdoor 
Rec rea t ion ,  A Legacy f o r  America" i n  1973. 
That r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime  t h e  
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  owned o r  ope ra t ed  a s  much ac re -  
age  a s  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  and involved more 
people  and much wider v a r i e t y  of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
and i n t e r e s t s  a s  w e l l  a s  a c t i v i t i e s .  More 
than 50 percent  of a l l  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
a r e  d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  

A quick  review of t h e s e  supp ly  d a t a  on 
r e c r e a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e s  w i l l  sugges t  t h r e e  major 
c a t e g o r i e s .  ( a )  Commercial, (b)  P r i v a t e  Mem- 
b e r s h i p ,  ( c )  P r i v a t e  - n o n p r o f i t ,  open t o  t h e  
p u b l i c .  A comparison of t h e s e  ho ld ings  and 
e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  pub l i c  a r e a s  i s  
shown i n  Table  2.  

Table  2.--Number, ac reage ,  and one y e a r ' s  
a t t endance  of p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  outdoor  

r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s  

S i t e s  Acres Attendance 

number ------ thousands----- 

Fede ra l  2,127 446,616 537,065 
S t a t e  18,614 39,701 420,468 
County 4,048 2,977 194,317 
Municipal 40,030 2,004 1,562,101 

T o t a l  p u b l i c  65,219 491,298 2,713,951 
P r i v a t e ( p r o f i t )  131,626 30,025 1,251,876 
P r i v a t e  

( n o n ~ r o f  i t )  1,000,000 467 ;000 800,000 

An e s t ima ted  85,000 commercial e n t e r p r i s e s  
on 131,000 s i t e s  w i th  over  30 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  pro- 
v ided over  one b i l l i o n  outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor- 
t u n i t i e s .  These range from dude ranches ,  and 
r e s o r t s  t o  hun t ing  gu ides ,  and o u t f i t t i n g  s e r -  
v i c e s ,  c h a r t e r  f i s h i n g  b o a t s ,  gol f  c o u r s e s ,  
shoo t ing  p r e s e r v e s  and commercial campgrounds. 
Another 2000 e n t e r p r i s e s  provide  outdoor  r ec re -  
a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  amuse- 
ment and s p e c t a t o r  s p o r t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

More than  one m i l l i o n  i n d i v i d u a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  
provided outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  t h e  
American people wi thout  a  p r o f i t  motive.  It i s  
e s t ima ted  t h a t  t h e y  c o n t r o l  ove r  467 m i l l i o n  
a c r e s  of l a n d ,  and r e c e i v e  about 800 m i l l i o n  
v i s i t s  a  yea r .  Of t h i s  number t h e r e  were a t  t h e  
t ime  of t h e  s t u d y  an e s t ima ted  47,000 p r i v a t e  
and quas i -p r iva t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and an 
e s t ima ted  32,000 membership c l u b s  i n  t h i s  group. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS' 
STUDY 

In  1973 t h e  BOR i n i t i a t e d  a  program t o  i n -  
ven to ry  a l l  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  b u s i n e s s e s  
i n  t h e  U.S. Cooperation was ob ta ined  from t h e  
Na t iona l  Assoc ia t ion  of Conservat ion  D i s t r i c t s .  
The Assoc ia t ion  r eques t ed  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of t h e  
S o i l  and Water Conservat ion  Se rv i ce  through t h e i r  
county C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  which cover  over  96 per- 
c e n t  of  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  a r e a ,  through 29,000 s o i l  
conse rva t ion  d i s t r i c t s .  The l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  con- 
s e r v a t i o n i s t s  e n l i s t e d  t h e  h e l p  of t h e  s t a t e  
depar tments  of conse rva t ion ,  ex t ens ion  s p e c i a l -  
ists and o t h e r s  t o  i nven to ry  and c a t e g o r i z e  each 
outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  each county.  



Table 3.--National Associa t ion of Con- 
se rva t ion  D i s t r i c t s  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  
r e c r e a t i o n  inventory--number of en te r -  

p r i s e s  

Non- 
E n t e r p r i s e s  P r o f i t  p r o f i t  To ta l  

Campgrounds 
F ie ld  s p o r t s  
Fishing wa te r s  
Golfing f a c i l i t i e s  
His tor ical /Archaeo-  

l o g i c a l  s i t e  
Hunting a r e a s  
Natural  scen ic  
P icn ic  a r e a s  
Race t r a c k s  
Recreat ion 
Rockhounding 
Rodeo ,zoo ,amusements 
Shooting p rese rves  
Snow s k i  a r e a s  
T r a i l s  
Vacation farms 
Water s p o r t s  

Number of s t a t e s  included=47 

The S o i l  Conservation Se rv ice  had pre- 
v i o u s l y  been involved i n  e f f o r t s  t o  a s s e s s  
t h e  p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h e  var-  
ious  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  na t ion .  I n  1962 t h e  
i n i t i a l  po r t ion  of a t h r e e  phase p lan  was 
begun. Each county was t o  be  inven to r i ed  
concerning t h e  p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e  
i n  t h a t  county. Because of l a c k  of emphasis 
by some s t a t e s  t h e  inventory was never com- 
p le t ed  o r  published. 

I n  1970 a d d i t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  were made t o  
complete t h e  inventory and t o  do a county- 
by-county assessment of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
p r i v a t e  outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  development t o  
provide a t o o l  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  a r e a s  o r  s i t e s  
f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  bus iness ,  a very noteworthy 
purpose. However t h i s  s tudy  has  no t  yet  been 
completed e i t h e r ,  and few know of i t s  e x i s t -  
ence. It is  unfo r tuna te  t h a t  such e f f o r t s ,  
a l though well-intended and adequate ly  con- 
ceived,  have not  received s u f f i c i e n t  emphasis 
o r  p r i o r i t y  from t o p  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t o  r e s u l t  
i n  t h e i r  completion. 

A comparison of t h e  t o t a l  number of 
e n t e r p r i s e s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  1965 BOR inven- 
t o r y  and t h e  t o t a l s  above from t h e  NACD s tudy  
show some d i f f e r e n c e s .  There i s  no quest ion 
t h a t  t h e  NACD f i g u r e s  a r e  by f a r  t h e  most 
accura te  because of t h e  t o t a l  inventory 
a t tempted,  and because of t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of 

t h e  1965 BOR s tudy  p rev ious ly  mentioned. 

Table 4.--National Associa t ion of 
Conservation D i s t r i c t s ,  p r i v a t e  
s e c t o r  r e c r e a t i o n  inventory--types 
of a c t i v i t i e s  o f fe red  by e n t e r p r i s e s  

A c t i v i t y  Number- o f  E n t e r p r i s e s  

P r o f i t  Nonprofit  To ta l  

Camping-transient 
Camping-vacat ion 
~ r c h e r y  
Shooting range 
Tennis 
Fish-ponds/lakes 
Fishing e n t e r p r i s e s  
Golf -dr iving 
Golf -execut i v e  
Golf -miniature 
Golf-par 3 
Golf r e g u l a t i o n s  
H i s t o r i c a l /  

a rcheo log ica l  
Hunting t o t a l  a r e a  
Hunt i n g  
Natural  scen ic  
Picnicking 
Rac ing-viewing 
Recreat ion r e s o r t  
Rockhounding 
Rodeo ,zoo ,park 
Shoot ing-preserve 
Snow s k i i n g  
T r a i l s  t o t a l  
Bicycle  t r a i l s  
Hiking t r a i l s  
Horse t r a i l s  
Off -road v e h i c l e s  
Snowmobiling 
Vacation farm 
Vacation ranch 
Boating-nonmotor 
Boating-mot o r  
Boat ing-launch, 

s t o r a g e  
Swimming 

An example of an ind iv idua l  s t a t e  inven- 
t o r y  a s  p a r t  of t h e  NACD s tudy  is given f o r  
l a t e r  comparisons wi th  o t h e r  i n v e n t o r i e s  ye t  
t o  be  discussed.  



Table  5.--NACD P r i v a t e  Sec to r  Recreat ion  
Inventory ,  s t a t e  summary of e n t e r p r i s e s  

Missour i  

Pr imary Non- 
F a c i l i t y  P r o f i t  P r o f i t  To ta l  

Campground 
F i e l d  s p o r t s  
F i s h i n g  wa te r s  
Golf ing  f ac .  
His t IArch s i t e  
Hunting a r e a s  
Na tu ra l  s c e n i c  
P i c n i c  a r e a s  
Race t r a c k  
Recreat ion  r e s  
Rockhounding Z 2 

Rodeo,zoo,amus 118 68 186 

Shoot ing p r e s  9  9  

T r a i l s  4  1  18 5 9  

Vacat ion  farms 3 3 

TJater s p o r t s  197 7  4 271 - - - 
S t a t e  t o t a l s  1,900 884 2,784 

STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEN(S1C) 

The U.S. Department of Commerce and t h e  
Bureau of Census have produced a  much over- 
looked source  of v a l u a b l e  i n fo rma t ion  r e l a t -  
i n g  t o  c a t e g o r i e s  of r e c r e a t i o n  supply .  In- 
format ion i s  given on a  number of c a t e g o r i e s  
of e n t e r p r i s e s ,  t o t a l  number of e s t a b l i s h -  
ments,  and t o t a l  number of employees. These 
c a t e g o r i e s  i nc lude :  h o t e l s ,  mo te l s ,  t o u r i s t  
camps; t r a i l e r  pa rks ;  s p o r t i n g  and r e c r e a t -  
i o n a l  camps; motion p i c t u r e s  and s e r v i c e s ;  
c u l t u r a l  e v e n t s ;  bowling a l l e y s ,  b i l l i a r d s ,  
pool e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ;  o t h e r  amusements such a s  
dance h a l l s ;  commercial s p o r t s ,  b a s e b a l l ,  
f o o t b a l l ,  e t c . ;  r a c e t r a c k  o p e r a t i o n s ;  go l f  
cou r ses ;  s k a t i n g  r i n k s ;  amusement pa rks ;  
c a r n i v a l s ,  c i r c u s e s ;  o t h e r  commercial r ec -  
r e a t i o n  and amusements. 

In  most c a s e s  however, quas i -pub l i c  
agenc ie s  a r e  not  inc luded.  It a l s o  can 
r e a d i l y  be seen t h a t  many of t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  
do no t  l end  themselves  t o  s t r i c t l y  outdoor  
r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  n o r  t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  o t h e r  agenc ie s  o r  o rgan iz -  
a t i o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t r e n d  d a t a .  

McLellan is  probably  t h e  most comprehensive des- 
c r i p t i o n  of t h e  p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  e s t a t e  f o r  
outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n  t o  d a t e .  The s tudy  is  a c t -  
u a l l y  a  summary of t h r e e  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  done pre-  
v i o u s l y .  

The f i r s t  sou rce  of d a t a  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  is  
t h e  Nationwide Survey of P r i v a t e  Landowners and 
Managers (by t h e  U.S. Fo res t  Se rv i ce  and o t h e r s ,  
1977).  The survey was begun i n  l a t e  1976 and 
samples non-corpora te  and c o r p o r a t e  f o r e s t  and 
range landowners concerning t h e i r  l a n d ,  t h e  pur- 
poses  and s t y l e s  of management e x e r c i s e d ,  and 
t h e  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u se  p o l i c i e s  i n  e f f e c t .  
The s tudy  focuses  p r i m a r i l y  on l and  use ,  and 
sheds  l i t t l e  l i g h t  on t h e  numbers o r  purposes  of 
t h e  main commercial o r  p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  e n t e r -  
p r i s e s  f o r  p r o f i t .  It does  however shed v a l u a b l e  
l i g h t  on a r e a s  t h a t  might be  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  from p r i v a t e  sou rces .  

The second source  of d a t a  i n  t h e  s t u d y  i s  
t h e  Inven to ry  of P r i v a t e  Recreat ion  f a c i l i t i e s  
compiled i n  1974-75 by t h e  Nat ional  Assoc ia t ion  
of Conservat ion  D i s t r i c t s ,  d i s cussed  p rev ious ly .  
The d a t a  d e s c r i b e  t h e  developed r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  provided by t h e  ~ r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  by 
r eg ions ,  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  c l a s s e s  of 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  and r e p o r t s  them i n  pe r  c a p i t a  sup- 
p l y  and u n i t s  pe r  m i l l i o n  popu la t ion .  

C la s s  I: high d e n s i t y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  such a s  
swimming poo l s ,  gol f  c o u r s e s ,  
m i n i a t u r e  g o l f ,  d r i v i n g  r anges ,  
r a c e t r a c k s ,  zoos ,  pa rks  and 
playgrounds.  

C la s s  11: camping s i t e s ,  shoo t ing  p r e s e r -  
v e s  and hun t ing  a r e a s ,  n a t u r a l  
s c e n i c  a r e a s ,  p i c n i c  t a b l e s ,  
r e s o r t s ,  g e o l o g i c a l  pa rks ,  snow 
s k i i n g ,  t r a i l s ,  ORV a r e a s ,  and 
vaca t ion  farms and ranches .  

C la s s  111: water o r i e n t e d  s i t e s  and f a c i l -  
i t  i e s .  

C l a s s  I V :  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s .  

The t h i r d  sou rce  of d a t a  inc luded i n  t h e  
s tudy  is  a  p rev ious  s tudy  of r e c r e a t i o n a l  prop- 
e r t i e s ,  s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  and v a c a t i o n  homesl com- 
p i l e d  by Richard Ragatz Assoc ia t e s ,  Inc .  

While t h e  summary s tudy  f o r  HCRS does add 
a  cons ide rab le  amount of a c c u r a t e  d a t a  t o  t h e  
r e c r e a t i o n  supply ,  a  v a l u a b l e  d a t a  on r e c r e -  
a t i o n a l  land u s e ,  it s t i l l  l a c k s  much i n  answer- 
i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  of t r e n d s  f o r  landowner u se  
o r  numbers and t y p e s  of p r i v a t e  and commercial 
r e c r e a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e s  which i s  so ve ry  much 

THE PRIVATE OUTDOOR RECREATION ESTATE STUDY ll7agatz,  Richard L.  A s s o s i a t e s ,  Inc .  1977. 
P r i v a t e  s easona l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p rope r ty  develop- 
ment, unpubl ished r e p o r t  done f o r  t h e  U.S. Dept. A r e p o r t  submit ted  t o  t h e  Her i t age  Con- 

s e r v a t  i o n  and Recreat ion  Se rv i ce  (prevdously  Agr ic .  For .  Se rv . ,  Sou theas t e rn  For.  Exp. S t n . ,  

BOR) f o r  t h e  Nationwide Outdoor Recreat ion  Clemson , S . C . 
Plan i n  August, 1978 by Corde l l ,  Legg and 



Table  6.--NACD P r i v a t e  Sec to r  Recreat ion Inventory  
Missour i  s t a t e  summary of a c t i v i t i e s  and e n t e r p r i s e s  providing a c t i v i t i e s  

A c t i v i t y  ---------------- Amount of  measured units---------------- E n t e r p r i s e  To ta l  
PROF NIP TOT 

Spec ia l  
Camping-canoe 
Camping-day 
Camp ing-pack 
Camping-resident 
Camping-transient 
Camping-vacat i on  
Archery 
Shooting range 
Tennis 
Fish-pondsflakes 
F i s h  e n t e r p r i s e s  
Golf-driving 
Golf -execut i v e  
Golf -minia ture  
Golf-par 3 
Golf- regula t ion 
His t fArcheo log ica l  
Hunt t o t a l  a r e a  
Hunting 
Na tu ra l f scen ic  
P icn ick ing  
Racing-viewing 
Rec r e s o r t  
Rockhounding 
Rodeo,zoo,park 
Shooting-preserve 
Snow s k i i n g  
T r a i l s  t o t a l  
Bicycl ing t r a i l  
Hiking t r a i l s  
Horse t r a i l s  
Off-road veh 
Snowmobiling 
Vacat ion-farm 
Vacat ion-ranch 
Boating-non motor 
Boating-motor 
Boat l aunchf s to rage  
Swimming 

473 a r e a s  
12652 a c r e s  

79 a r e a s  
9882 a c r e s  
7450 a c r e s  
15741 a c r e s  

56 ranges  
879 p o s i t i o n s  
363 c o u r t s  

10467 a c r e s  
3234 a c r e s  
472 a c r e s  
428 a c r e s  
124 a c r e s  
97 a c r e s  

17124 a c r e s  
3091 a c r e s  
50744 a c r e s  
25828 BIG-acres 
13511 a c r e s  
4538 a c r e s  
2201 a c r e s  
10143 a c r e s  

7 a c r e s  
8532 a c r e s  
3361 a c r e s  
40 a c r e s  
569 miles  
19 miles  

449 miles  
630 miles  
9304 a c r e s  
10 a c r e s  
3 a c r e s  

2785 a c r e s  
2201 canoes 
124 c h a r t e r  
3906 b o a t s  

104807 beach l i n .  

20149 g u e s t s  

11150 g u e s t s  
5835 veh-s i t e s  
7227 veh-s i t e s  
287 p o s i t i o n s  

891 pondf lake  
966 e n t e r p r i s e s  
924 p o s i t i o n s  
81 h o l e s  
997 h o l e s  
54 h o l e s  

2256 h o l e s  
119 s i t e s  

28126 SfG-acres 
15 road m i l e s  

5310 t a b l e s  
131265 s p e c t a t o r s  
23505 g u e s t s  
230 gues t s  

106 r e n t a l s  

1208 r e n t a l s  
83 miles  
1 mile  
4 g u e s t s  

5092 g u e s t s  
44 s a i l  

2104 r e n t a l s  
578 rampsf lanes  

12813 pond-acres 

16 
23 4 
28 55 
4 2 
27 58 

19142 t e n t - s i t e s  123 14 
6520 t e n t - s i t e s  128 20 

16 27 
31 53 
29 80 
275 122 
208 6 
38 10 
4 3 
5 1 
4 1 
67 113 
32 41 
20 71 

13615 WfF-acres 59 132 
33 30 
194 113 

830 t r a c k  mi l e s  39 30 
356 8 
1 1 

132 69 
11 1 
1 

44 32 
10 2 
56 57 

1209 boarded 73 21 
7 3 
1 
1 
3 

1378 o t h e r  294 26 
354 6 

5881 boat  s l i p s  490 23 
1088263 pool sq  f t  411 171 

3694 1405 



Table  7.--Total number of SIC e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n  

SIC Kind of Business  T o t a l  Number o f  Es t ab l i shmen t s  
1954 1958 1963 1967 1972 

793 Bowling a l l e y s ,  b i l l i a r d ,  pool  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
7932 B i l l i a r d  and pool  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
7933 Bowling a l l e y s  

79.Ex.792.3 Other amusement and r e c r e a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  
791 Dance h a l l s ,  s t u d i o s ,  s c h o o l s  

Pub l i c  dance h a l l s  o r  ba l l rooms 
Dance schoo l s ,  i n c l .  c h i l d r e n s ,  pro.  

7941,7948 Commercial s p o r t s  
Baseba l l ,  f o o t b a l l  c l u b s ,  e t c . ,  promoters 

b a s e b a l l  c l u b s  
f o o t b a l l  c l u b s  
o t h e r  p ro  a t h l e t i c  c l u b s  
managers and promoters 

Racet rack ope ra t  i o n ,  i nc lud ing  r a c i n g  s t a b l e s  
automobi le  r a c i n g  
dog r a c e  t r a c k s  
thoroughbred ho r se  r a c e  t r a c k s  
s tandardbred ho r se  r a c e  t r a c k s  
dog and h o r s e  r a c i n g  s t a b l e s  

7942 P u b l i c  go l f  c o u r s e s  

7945 Ska t ing  r i n k s  

7946 Amusement pa rks ( inc1 .  k i d d i e ,  theme pa rks )  

7943 Coin ope ra t ed  amusement d e v i c e s  

Concession o p e r a t o r s  of amusement d e v i c e s  
c a r n i v a l s ,  c i r c u s e s  
f a i r s  
o t h e r  commercial r e c r e a t i o n  and amusements 



needed. It may however provide  b a s i c  d a t a  
on which t o  measure f u t u r e  t r e n d s .  

STATE SCORP PLANS 

P a r t  of t h e  requirements  f o r  s t a t e s  t o  be  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  f e d e r a l  funds  under t h e  Land and 
Water Conservat ion  Fund Act of 1965 r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  a  S t a t e  Outdoor Recreat ion  Plan  (SCORP) 
be  done p e r i o d i c a l l y  by each s t a t e .  A number 
of s t a t e s  have addressed t h i s  requirement 
d i f f e r e n t l y ;  however i n  most c a s e s ,  t h e r e  is  
some p r i v a t e  and commercial d a t a  a v a i l a b l e .  
Unfo r tuna te ly  t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  cons i s t ency  
between s t a t e s  on what was i n v e n t o r i e d ,  o r  
how it was i n v e n t o r i e d ,  t h u s  making s t a t e  by 
s t a t e  comparisons,  o r  t o t a l s  imposs ib l e  from 
t h i s  sou rce .  

The SCORP f o r  Missour i  l a s t  done i n  1975 
inc luded both  a demand s t u d y  a s  we l l  a s  a  
supply  inven to ry .  The Missour i  SCORP is  d i s -  
cussed h e r e  on ly  a s  an example of what may be  
found i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  and f o r  l a t e r  compar- 
i s o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  y e t  t o  be mentioned. 

The Missour i  SCORP d i d  no t  i s o l a t e  par- 
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p r i v a t e  o r  commercial e n t e r -  
p r i s e s .  The supply  inven to ry  however d i d  i n -  
c lude  one "Type of Control"  ca t ego ry  shown i n  
Table  10 a s 7 ' o t h e r "  which inc luded f a c i l i t i e s  
of t h e  fo l lowing  a g e n c i e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s :  church,  c i v i c ,  community, c l u b ,  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  employee o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p r i v a t e  
o r  p a r o c h i a l  s choo l ,  p r i v a t e  f o r  p r o f i t ,  and 
p r i v a t e  n o t  f o r  p r o f i t .  

Unfo r tuna te ly  t h e  fo l lowing  a r e a s  were 
n o t  i nc luded :  outdoor  movie t h e a t r e s ,  h o r s e  
r a c e t r a c k s ,  m i n i a t u r e  go l f  c o u r s e s ,  a u t o  r ace -  
t r a c k s ,  t r ampo l ine  pa rks ,  go k a r t  t r a c k s ,  pro- 
f e s s i o n a l  and semip ro fe s s iona l  f o o t b a l l  and 
b a s e b a l l  f i e l d s ,  and some u n i v e r s i t y  and c o l -  
l e g e  a t h l e t i c  f a c i l i t i e s .  

While t h e  f i g u r e s  below may be  meaning- 
l e s s  i n  te rms of comparison wi th  o t h e r  d a t a ,  
t hey  a r e  inc luded f o r  example purposes  p a r t -  
i a l l y  t o  show t h e  need f o r  c o n s i s t e n t  method- 
o logy t o  measure t r e n d s .  

The inven to ry  l i s t s  1,608 agenc ie s ,  bus- 
i n e s s e s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n t r o l l i n g  96,822 
a c r e s  of r e c r e a t i o n a l  l a n d .  Apparent ly  t h e r e  
was no e f f o r t  t o  f u r t h e r  s c r u t i n i z e  t h e  d a t a  
f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  on p r i v a t e  and 
commercial e n t e r p r i s e s .  

The 1979 SCORP f o r  Mis sour i  i n c l u d e s  a  
more comprehensive inven to ry  of p u b l i c  and 
p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

Table  8.--Total  ac reage  by type  of c o n t r o l  
Missour i  SCORP, 1975 

Number Acres 

Fede ra l  1.70 1,744,490 
S t a t e  719 455,613 
County 96 11,642 
M u ~ ~ i c i p a l  1162 38,500 
School 1293 7,396 
Other 1608 96,822 

Thi s  r e f l e c t s  a  more indep th  e f f o r t  t o  
cons ide r  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  p r i v a t e l p r o f i t .  

A summary o f  t h e  f i g u r e s  from t h e  t h r e e  
Missour i  s t u d i e s  b r i n g s  t o  focus  t h e  ,problems 
we have been d i s c u s s i n g .  While t h e  1979 SCORP 
does  no t  have numbers of f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  d a t a  
is  a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e t r i e v e  such in fo rma t ion  and 
i t  may be  inc luded i n  t h e  f i n a l  document which 
i s  still  i n  d r a f t  form. 

Table 9 .--Summary of e n t e r p r i s e s  

Non- 
P r o f i t  P r o f i t  Acres T o t a l  

NACD 1,900 885 2,784 
1975 SCORP 1,608 96,822 1,608 
1979 SCORP 214,568 

When compared wi th  t h e  NACD d a t a ,  t h e  d i f -  
f e r e n c e s  a r e  s t i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t ;  however, t h e  
methodology and accuracy a r e  probably  much more 
r e l i a b l e  i n  t h e s e  two surveys  than  i n  t h e  1975 
SCORP s tudy .  

SURVEY OF PRIVATE ASSOCIATIONS 1979 

Rea l i z ing  t h e  incons i s t ency  o f  d a t a  i n  
government funded s t u d i e s ,  whether na t ionwide  
o r  s t a t e  by s t a t e ,  an a t tempt  was made t o  con- 
t a c t  a  number of i n d u s t r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  groups  
f o r  supply  d a t a .  Those con tac t ed  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  
fo l lowing  c a t e g o r i e s .  ( s e e  Table  11.) 

Ques t ionna i r e s  were s e n t  t o  each o f  t h e  
agenc ie s  a sk ing  f o r  any kind of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
o r  f a c i l i t y  d a t a  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  t r e n d s .  
A second l e t t e r  was s e n t  t h i r t y  days a f t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  t o  t h o s e  who had n o t  responded. Of t h e  
133 q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t ,  r e sponses  were r ece ived  
from 40 and d a t a  was r ece ived  from 19. While 
a l l  of t h e  agenc ie s  con tac t ed  do n o t  r e l a t e  t o  
"outdoor r e c r e a t i o n " ,  t hey  were inc luded be- 
cause  of t h e i r  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  outdoor  
r e c r e a t i o n  and f o r  o t h e r  purposes  no t  w i t h i n  
t h e  scope of t h i s  paper .  



Table 10.--Statewide totals for each facility by type of ownership 

Unit Federal State 

Total area 
Water-lake 
Water-wetland 
Water-stream 
Water-river 
Marina (covered) 
Docks (uncovered) 
Accesslboat ramps 
Fast boat 
Slow boat 
Water ski 
Canoe/kayak/raft/tubing 
Sailing 
Pool unheated 

Pool heated 
ur Beach area 
C- 

Regular golf course 
Par 3 golf course 
Driving range 
Fishing docks/piers 
Riverslstreams-fishing 
Riverslstreams-hunting 
Lakesfimpound-fishing 
Lakeslimpound-hunting 
Ice fishing 
Lands open to hunting 
General sites 

Tent only 

Racquet-handball out 

Tennis courts/outdoor 

Basketball crt/outdoor 

Archery ranges outdoor 
Firearm-skeetltrap 
Firearm-pistol/rifle 
Hang gliding 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Miles 
Miles 
Spaces 
Spaces 
Lanes 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Lighted 
No light 
Lighted 
Acres 
Holes 
Holes 
Tees 
Number 
Miles 
Miles 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Sites 
Acres 
Sites 
Acres 
Lighted 
No light 
Lighted 
No light 
Lighted 
No light 
Points 
Points 
Points 
Acres 

County Municipal School 

35,226 
5 9 

3 
0 
0 
6 
0 

16 
0 
0 
0 

4 1 
19 

17,100 
5,625 

78,320 
0 

7 2 
0 

35 
4 
0 
0 

4 8 
0 
0 
0 

25 
9 
0 
0 

2 6 
5 2 

165 
453 

8 5 
1,100 

114 
102 
999 

3 

Other 

65,401  
3,576 

35 
2,688 

130 
196 
583 

32 
3,749 
5,115 
3,749 
4,492 
4,176 

391,215 
75,840 
53,383 

0 
388 

9 
136 

15 
331 

30 
3,671 

350 
1 ,534  
4,833 

480 
324 

7 8 
9 
9 
7 

6 5 
56 
18 
7 5 

100 
794 
466 

1 

Private 
Prof it 

214,548 
911,423 

3,288 
3,638 

39,265 
6,737 
2,353 

481 
2 ,220  
4,590 
2,300 
5,883 
3,328 

1,014,120 
382,484 
191,928 

35 
1,161 

18 
448 
190 
137 

2 
12,004 
65,649 

24 1 
32,399 

7,407 
905 

3,547 
115 

3 
0 

159 
171 

9 
58 
15 

331 
13 
8 

Total 

3,771,620 
4,672,579 

65,693 
16,117 
47,968 
11,438 
4,200 
1,374 

90,274 
101,880 
133,309 
170,215 
165,294 

2,439,858 
622,069 
357,727 

1,107 
2,170 

2 7 
639 
277 

14,049 
356 

236,139 
126,773 

6 ,039  
1,894,341 

17,314 
9 ,981  
4,088 

189 
53 

100 
1,151 
1,073 

227 
1,477 

637 
1,432 
1,608 

14 



I Table  1 0 .  --continued 

F a c i l i t y  Unit Fede ra l  S t a t e  County Municipal School Other P r i v a t e  T o t a l  
Prof i t  

Bal looning Acres 0 0 0 0 0 1 10 11 
Model p l ane  Acres 0 10 32 5 1 0 5 0 98 
Desig. s i t e s - s h e l t e r e d  Tables  209 494 1,121 5,307 147 764 1,192 9,234 

S h e l t e r s  38 125 116 1,050 2 4 223 618 2,194 
Desig.  s i t e s - u n s h e l t .  Tab le s  900 2,595 3,020 5 ,711  939 1,754 3,452 18 ,371  

Acres 298 656 636 1,472 16 323 3 17 3,718 
Sled/ toboggan/ tubing Acres 3 40 6 338 23 112 53 5 75 
I c e  ska t ing -na tu ra l  Acres 500 936 20 148 5 529 4 0 2,178 
I c e  s k a t i n g - a r t i f i c i a l  Acres 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
S k i  s l o p e s  Acres 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 6 
Zoos Acres 7 0 143 85 0 0 564 794 
W i l d l i f e  view. a r e a s  S i t e s  9 2 5 11  8 3 30 14 100 
I n t e r p r e t i v e  c e n t e r  Cen te r s  16 10 8 11 1 12 7 65 
Hist /Arch s i t e s  S i t e s  8 40 52 144 3 2 6 11  284 
Signed v i s t a s  Number 11 18 5 2 8 0 2 1 6 5 
Amphitheatre-developed S e a t s  875 640 160 28,561 101 6,216 197 36,750 

u Springs-developed 
'.n 

Number 32 13 1 23 3 6 2 4 102 
Caves-developed Number 2 4 2 5 1 4 2 18 7 4 
Horse a r ena f rodeo  Number 2 0 10 5 8 12 7 8 34 194 
F a i r  grounds Number 0 0 19 2 5 3 15 3 65 
Camping Acres 2 1 16,434 8 0 495 0 2,494 1,363 20,887 
Picn ick ing  Acres 45,418 26,546 432 2,791 7 15 7 ,085  8 10 83,797 
Hike/walk Acres 157,966 98,046 1,172 3,893 75 1 11,109 8 ,264  281,201 
P l a y  a r e a  Acres 15,108 543 1 ,391  ' 5,370 1,654 3,434 376 27,876 
W i l d l i f e  watching Acres 128,804 99,900 2,552 2,067 163 15,148 12,675 261,309 
Rock c l i m b / r a p p e l l i n g  Acres 0 8 5 0 0 0 7 1 2 158 
Tra i l e r / camper  S i t e s  1,577 272 450 356 1,381 258 5,617 9,911 

Acres 1 0 0 1 0 0 94 96 
Backpacking s i t e s  S i t e s  49 2,148 0 0 0 2 6 0 2,223 

Acres 0 7,042 0 0 0 666 8,005 15,713 
Group s i t e s  Acres 199 4 2 129 129 30 297 50  876 

Number 2 12 7 9 4 8 0 6 9 32 242 
Group camps Number 0 33 6 5 3 8 0 314 2 4 474 
Bicyc le  M i  t r a i l  0 2 15 55 1 4 2 79 

M i  l a n e  0 0 8,625 17 0 0 0 8,642 
Horse Miles  137 201 8 1 18 1 44 257 739 
Hiking/foot /backpacking Miles  247 284 156 5 5 10 182 258 1,192 
N a t u r e / i n t e r p r e t ,  walk Miles  2 8 5 6 2 4 4 5 7 3 1 4 6 237 
N a t u r e / i n t e r p r e t .  d r i v e  Miles  0 62 12 13 0 12 4 103 
Motorbike/motorcycle Miles  2 100 2 14 1 10 50  179 

Acres 63,960 6,258 50 3 0 1 1 70,273 



Table  10.  --continued 

F a c i l i t y  Unit Federa l  S t a t e  County Municipal School Other P r i v a t e  T o t a l  
Prof i t  

F i t n e s s  t r a i l s  Miles  0 3 9 12 18 1 14 5 7 
Water based t r a i l  Miles  4 0 0 3 0 3 20 30 
Off road 2-wheel d r i v e  Miles  0 108 0 3 2 25 54 192 
Off road 4-wheel d r i v e  Miles  0 45 0 0 0 2 0 30 95 

Acres 0 6,257 0 0 0 0 0 6,257 
X-country ski/snowshoe Miles  0 8 11 8 3  0 0 0 102 
Snowmobile Miles  0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 2 2 
Apparatus a r e a  Acres 10,918 4 8 3 506 7 14 5 1 887 
Tot l o t  Acres 10 6 0 19 5 9 7 
Mul t ip l e  use  c o u r t s  Lighted  12 13 2 112 6,085 37 59 6,320 

No l i g h t  0 2 0 2 210 18,488 45 36 18,801 
Mul t ip l e  u s e  a r e a  Acres 10,126 140 78 764 3,263 566 307 15,244 
B a s e b a l l / s o f t b a l l  f i e l d  Lighted 4 2 15 546 334 94 25 1,020 

No l i g h t  4 15 5 3 597 1,261 159 5 1 2,140 
F o o t b a l l / s o c c e r  Lighted  1 98 1 5 7 197 3 4 36 1 

No l i g h t  2 0 2 3 158 309 20 7 519 
L" 
m 



Table  11.--Industry Associa t ion survey "Summertime and t h e  Spending Is Easy," 
U.S. News and World Repor t ,  J u l y  31, 1978, 
pages 16-17. 

Returned 
Responses Trends "How Americans Pursue Happiness,  " U. S. 

News and World Report ,  May 23, 1979, pages 60- 
76. 

Amusements-f a i r s  9 
Back packing 1 1  1  "Leisure Boom-Biggest Ever and S t i l l  Grow- 
Bicycle  9 ing , "  U.S. News and World Repor t ,  A p r i l  17, 
B i l l i a r d s  1  1 1972, page 42. 
Boating 7  2 2 
Bowling 5 2 1 These f u r n i s h  t i d b i t s  of informat ion on 
Camping 6 3 p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and spending of 
Campgrounds 5 1 Americans on a  v a r i e t y  of s p o r t s  and l e i s u r e  
Canoeing 2 1 a c t i v i t i e s ,  a l though t h e r e  appea r s  not  t o  be 
Convent i o n s  3 any cons i s t ency  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  chosen. 
C u l t u r a l  9  1 
Farm-dude ranch 3 1 The most comprehensive source  of t h e s e  
Golf 9 6 2 i s o l a t e d  p i e c e s  of informat ion on e x i s t i n g  
Hockey 1  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  spending and f a c i l i t i e s  is  
H o t e l s , m o t e l s , r e s o r t s  14 4 2 probably Epperson's book, "P r iva te  and Com- 
Motorcycles 3 2 merc ia l  Recreat ion"  (1977) pages 74-80. HOW- 
Planning 2 2 eve r  it t o o  i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  of s t a t i s t i c s  from 
Restaurant  4 1  1 -  a  v a r i e t y  of sou rces ,  some of  tho.? h igh ly  
Skat i n g - r o l l e r  2 1 1 ques t ionab le ,  and t h e  d a t a  is  now t h r e e  y e a r s  
Skat ing- ice  1 o l d .  
Skiing-water 1 
Skiing-snow 14 7  4  Other l i m i t e d  sources  have included s t u d i e s  
Snowmobiles 3 1 1 done by government agenc ie s  but  no t  publ ished 
Swimming 1 such a s  "The Importance of  Recreat ion t o  t h e  
Tennis 7  2 2 Economy" (Beaver 1978).  
Travel  11 - 
TOTALS 177 40 1 9  Data from p r i v a t e  sources  f o r  a  f e e  inc lude  

t h e  Trave l  Pu l se ,  a  r e sea rch  p u b l i c a t i o n  based 
on 5,000 indepth  home in t e rv iews  annua l ly .  

The response  was d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t o  say  t h e  
l e a s t .  A ma jo r i ty  of t h o s e  who d i d  r e t u r n  Another e x c e l l e n t  source  on s p o r t s  and 
t r e n d  d a t a  only  had informat ion on a  region l e i s u r e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  is 
o r  o t h e r  f r a c t i o n  of  t h e  t o t a l  i n d u s t r y  it- t h e  Nielsen s t u d i e s .  These have r ece ived  ve ry  
s e l f .  A problem wi th  i n d u s t r y  d a t a  i s  t h a t  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r .  
it is i n d u s t r y  produced. While t h e  in t eg -  
r i t y  of t h e  v a r i o u s  i n d u s t r i e s  is no t  being These s t u d i e s  a r e  based on te lephone i n t e r -  
ques t ioned,  t h e  cons i s t ency  of t h e  r e l i a b i l -  views wi th  some 3,000 households and r ep resen t -  
i t y  and v a l i d i t y  l e a v e s  ques t ions  i n  t h e  minds i n g  ove r  8,500 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and a  s tudy  of t h i r t y  
of  many. The t empta t ion  may be  t o o  g r e a t  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  s p o r t s .  They provide  t r e n d  and demo- 
some. Seve ra l  have t h e i r  own o u t s i d e  funded graphic  i n h r m a t i o n  on i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
founda t ions  f o r  educat ion and r e sea rch  such a s  w e l l  a s  households and a l s o  inc lude  d a t a  on 
a s  t h e  go l f  and t e n n i s  foundat ions .  Even i n  equipment purchases  f o r  most s p o r t s .  They a l s o  
r e p o r t i n g  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  t h e s e  do no t  f u l l y  inc lude  s p e c i a l  t a b u l a t i o n s  cover ing a  v a r i e t y  
d e s c r i b e  t h e  methodology of t h e i r  r e sea rch .  of  t o p i c s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  s p o r t s .  S p o r t s  covered 

i n  t h e  survey inc lude :  a rche ry ;  baseba l l (ha rd -  
b a l l ) ;  b a s k e t b a l l ,  indoor  and outdoor;  b i c y c l i n g ;  

PUBLIC SOURCES boa t ing  ; bowling; camping; f i s h i n g  ; f o o t b a l l  ; 
g o l f ;  handbal l :  hun t ing ;  i c e  hockey; i c e  s k a t i n g ;  

Those d e s i r i n g  informat ion on t r e n d s  i n  j ~ g g i n g l b i c y c l i n ~ ;  motorbiking; paddle  t e n n i s ;  
p r i v a t e  and commercial f a c i l i t i e s  and p a r t i -  p l a t fo rm t e n n i s ;  p o o l / b i l l i a r d s ;  r a q u e t b a l l ;  
c i p a t i o n  may be  l e f t  t o  r e l y  on occas iona l  r o l l e r  s k a t i n g ;  s a i l i n g ;  snowmobiling; snow 
a r t i c l e s  found i n  t h e  news media, o r  t hose  s k i i n g ;  socce r ;  s o f t b a l l ;  swimming, indoor  and 
o f f e r e d  f o r  a  f e e  from p r i v a t e  o rgan iza t ions .  outdoor ;  t a b l e  t e n n i s ;  t e n n i s ,  indoor  and ou t -  
Seve ra l  a r t i c l e s  of n o t e  i n  r ecen t  t imes  in-  door ;  and water  s k i i n g .  
c lude  t h e  fo l lowing:  

Many s p o r t s  equipment manufacturers  and mar- 
Scherman, Tony, "The T h r i l l  of It Al l , "  k e t  a n a l y s t s  u s e  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a  f e e  

Family Weekly, November 11, 1979. from t h e  company. It appears  t h a t  p r i v a t e  en te r -  
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p r i s e  has  again  accomplished something t h a t  LITERATURE CITED 
pub l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have n o t .  

Beaver, Thomas D.  1978. Importance of r e c r e a t -  
ion t o  t h e  economy. Heri tage Conservation 

SUMMARY and Recreat ion Se rv ice ,  Washington, D.C .  
Bureau of Outdoor Recreat ion.  1965. The 1965 

It is  evident  t h a t  t h e r e  is no e x i s t i n g  nationwide inventory of p u b l i c l y  owned rec-  
system o r  program e i t h e r  pub l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  r e a t i o n  a r e a s  and assessment of p r i v a t e  rec-  
t h a t  can t r a c k  annual changes i n  p r i v a t e  and r e a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e s .  Superintendent of Doc- 
commercial f a c i l i t i e s  o r  e n t e r p r i s e s .  There uments, Washington, D . C .  
has  been s u b s t a n t i a l  growth i n  programs t o  Bureau of Outdoor Recreat ion.  1973. Outdoor 
t r a c k  changes i n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of s e l e c t e d  r e c r e a t i o n ,  a  legacy f o r  America. Super- 
a c t i v i t i e s .  However because t h i s  d a t a  has  in t enden t  of Documents, Washington, D.C. 
been produced by p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h e r e  Chi l ton Research Se rv ices  f o r  t h e  Bureau of Out- 
is  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o s t  involved i n  ob ta in ing  door Recreat ion.  1966. P r i v a t e  s e c t o r  s tudy 
t h e  s t a t i s t i c s .  The economic f e a s i b i l i t y  of outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e s .  Super- 
w i l l  no doubt determine i n  t h e  f u t u r e  which intendent  o f  Documents, Washington, D.C. 
a d d i t i o n a l  s p o r t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  re-  Epperson, Ar l in  F. 1977. P r i v a t e  and commer- 
searched. c i a l  r e c r e a t i o n .  John Wiley, New York, New 

York. 
The on ly  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  Missour i  Department of Natural  Resources. 1975. 

i n  terms of complete t r end  d a t a ,  is  t o  en- Sta tewide comprehensive outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  
courage t h e  va r ious  i n d u s t r i e s  themselves i n  p lan .  Department of Natural  Resources, P.O. 
groups t o  do so .  This  might b e  done through Box 176, J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  Missouri.  
such o rgan iza t ions  a s  t h e  American Recreat ion Missouri Department of Natural  Resources. 1979. 
Coa l i t ion ,  r e c e n t l y  formed through t h e  D i s -  S ta tewide comprehensive outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  
cover  America Travel  Organizat ion i n  response plan. Department of Natural  Resources, P.O. 
t o  gaso l ine  a l l o c a t i o n s  and p o s s i b l e  r a t i o n -  Box 176, J e f f e r s o n  Ci ty ,  Missouri.  
ing. This o rgan iza t ion ,  a  group of 48 agencies  Nielsen,  A.C. 1979, 1976, 1973. Spor t s  p a r t i -  
and i n d u s t r i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  r e c r e a t i o n ,  have c i p a t i o n .  Nielsen Company, Northbrook, 111- 
met s e v e r a l  t imes and perhaps could provide i n o i s .  
a  v e h i c l e  f o r  p o s s i b l e  t r e n d  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n .  Travel  and Tourism Consul tants  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  
The l i m i t a t i o n s  of indus t ry  produced s t a t i s -  1979. Travel  Pulse.  New York, New York. 
t i c s  would s t i l l  be p resen t .  U.S. Fores t  Se rv ice  and o the r s .  1977. Nation- 

wide survey dur ing 1977 and 1978 on noncor- 
Another p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  f o r  t h e  group such pora te ,  co rpora te ,  and government landowners 

a s  t h e  Travel  and Tourism Indus t ry  Advisory and managers. A coopera t ive  e f f o r t  between 
Council ,  appointed by t h e  Senate  Committee on t h e  U.S. Fores t  Se rv ice ,  t h e  S o i l  Conservation 
Commerce, Science and Transpor ta t ion  a s  an Se rv ice ,  Clemson , South Carol ina .  
adv i so ry  arm t o  t h e  Subcommittee on Merchant 
Marine and Tourism, t o  put t h i s  a s  a  h igh 
p r i o r i t y  i tem. While t h e i r  f i r s t  meeting was 
i n  J u l y ,  and t h e i r  agenda and minutes a r e  not 
open t o  t h e  pub l i c ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  number of 
n a t i o n a l l y  known persons  a c t i v e  i n  r e c r e a t i o n ,  
t r a v e l  and tour ism on t h e  Committee. 

It may be u n l i k e l y  however t h a t  any gov- 
ernmental v e h i c l e  can be used t o  produce such 
a  product because of t h e  changing n a t u r e  of 
p o l i t i c s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  r eg iona l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
procedures and t ime requ i red  t o  accomplish 
t h e  task.  A recen t  e f f o r t  a t  providing inpu t  
i n t o  t h e  Nat ional  Recreat ion Plan f o r  HCRS by 
a  t a s k  f o r c e  on p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  is an 
example. Descr ipt ion of t h e  problem i s  not  
important a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  but  those  involved 
can a t t e s t  t o  t h e  problems with  such s t u d i e s  
and r e p o r t s  through t r a d i t i o n a l  governmental 
agencies .  

What i s  t h e  answer? Th i s  au thor  i s n ' t  
sure .  Perhaps t h i s  conference w i l l  he lp  f i n d  
some answers. 
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