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Abstract: The Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Program's Lichen Communities Indicator is used for tracking epiphytic 
macrolichen diversity and is applied for monitoring air quality and climate change effects on forest health in the United States. Started 
in 1994, the Epiphytic Macrolichen Community Composition Database (GIVD ID NA-US-012) now has over 8,000 surveys oflichen 
community composition, some of which are re-visits that may be used for tracking change over time. Plots are located on the FIA 
Program's permanent nation-wide Phase 3 grid and are re-visited every 5-10 years (periodicity varies by region). Recent data uses 
include development of critical loads for nitrogen and identification of lichen species expected to be sensitive to climate change. 
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