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Highlights

HIGHLIGHTS 

•	Forest land area in Mississippi totals 
19.3 million acres, a decline of 1.4 percent 
since 2006.

•	Forest land use change is due primarily to 
diversions to urban or developed land uses 
and agriculture.

•	Eighty-four percent of Mississippi forest 
land is owned by nonindustrial private 
landowners. Family forest owners in the 
State are an aging demographic.

•	Fifty-three percent of forest land in the 
State falls within a hardwood forest-type 
group. However, loblolly-shortleaf pine 
occupies the most area of any individual 
forest-type group.

•	Mississippi’s trees ≥ 5 inches d.b.h. 
contain 37 billion cubic feet of wood 
volume and 2 billion tons of biomass.

•	Mortality averaged 21 cubic feet per acre 
on forest land statewide, annually.

•	Mississippi grew more than twice what 
it removed on average, annually. Harvest 
removals averaged 865 million cubic feet 
per year, while net growth (growth minus 
mortality) averaged 2 billion cubic feet per 
year. 

•	From 2012 to 2017, fire impacted more 
area than any other primary disturbance.

•	On average, the forests of Mississippi 
contain 8 tons per acre of down woody 
material and slash.

•	The estimated total number of Chinese 
tallowtree stems >1 inch on Mississippi 
forest land has increased by 40 percent 
since 2006.

•	Mississippi has very little remote forest 
area. Ninety-nine percent of forest land in 
Mississippi is within 1 mile of a road.



Introduction

Pony Ranch Pond in Mississippi is a new home for the dusky gopher frog. (photo courtesy of John A. Tupy, Western 
Carolina University)

INTRODUCTION

This report summarizes the findings of data 
collected as part of the Forest Inventory 
and Analysis (FIA) program in the State 
of Mississippi with data collection points 
from 2008 to 2017 with an average plot 
remeasurement interval of 6.6 years. The 
data come from 7,839 sampling plots across 
the State of Mississippi, 5,180 (66 percent) 
of which were forested. 

Mississippi’s forest area remains stable, 
with a small decline due to diversions to 
urban and agriculture land uses and away 
from forestry. Most forest land falls under 
nonindustrial private ownership and most 

forest land in the State is easily accessible 
via road networks. 

While Mississippi is best known for its 
yellow pine production and its bottomland 
hardwood forests, the composition of the 
forests in the State is evenly split between 
hardwoods and softwoods, with hardwood 
acreage slightly outnumbering softwood 
acreage. Softwoods are an important part 
of the economy of the State, and current 
growth is outpacing removals. The most 
damaging agents on Mississippi forest 
land are fires, grazing animals, and severe 
weather events (e.g., hurricanes, tornados, 
and ice storms).


