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INTRODUCTION

Successful range sceding can quickly restore grass on depleted
openings or parks in the ponderosa pine ? zone in Colorado. Research
results and experienee from numerous seedings in the ponderosa pine
zone arc summarized n this circular to guide ranchers and range man-
agers in seeding ranges successfully.

On an cstimated half-million acres of productive range of high
potential in the ponderosa pine zone of Colorado, forage valucs have
been virtually destroyed by excessive grazing or previous cultivation.
These grazing lands are now producing very little forage, and some are
eroding. Restoration through natural revegetation may require
decades, but by seeding adapted grasses full forage production and soil
stabilization can be accomplished in 2 to 3 years.

Restoration through natural revegetation is often feasible and most .
economical, but where the best forage species have been eliminated,
this method of improvement is very slow. One study, for example, has
shown that 15 to 25 ycars are necessary for natural revegetation to
produce the mixed perennial grass and forb stage on plowed and
abandoned lands under good grazing management (8).* Good stand
development of the original native bunchgrasses on such land requires
a much longer time. One ficld on the Manitou Experimental Forest
abandoned and grazed, sometimes heavily, for 72 vears has only a
partial cover of original native grasses.

Seeding is usually justified where there are not enough desirable
plants to restore a good cover within a rcasonable time, and where the
site is suitable for introducing productive species. Often the benefits
from rapid improvement through seeding extend beyond the treated
areas. The extra forage obtained on selected areas can reduce the
grazing pressure on adjacent range and thus permit improvement
through mereased vigor and natural revegetation.

1 The authors thank staff members of Colorado A. & M. College and the Agri-
cultural Conservation Program Secrvice for part of the information used in this
circular; and the Soil Conservation Service for supplyving seed of hard-to-get
species.

2 Forest Service, U. 8. Department of Agriculture, with headquarters at Colorado
A. & M. College, Fort Collins, Colo.

3 Common and botanical’names of the native species mentioned are listed on
p.- 39. Scientific names of reseeded species are found in"table 2, p. 12.

! Ttalic numbers in parentheses refer to Literature cited, p- 39.
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