for termite pretrea

RYING TO DO a better job
of pretreating building sites for
termites, some pest control
operators have borrowed the method

- of adding blue colorants to their tank-

mixes to see exactly-where termiti-
cides are being sprayed.

The practice of using “spray pattern
indicators” to improve pesticide appli-
cations has long been employed by golf
course superintendents and other turf
professionals. But it’s a relatively new
phenomenon outside the turf industry.

According to Miller McClintock,
senior technical account manager for

Milliken Chemical, Spartanburg,

S.C., the idea of using the technique |

for other applications was the brain-
storm of an Atlanta pest control com-

_pany that does termite pretreatments.

“At first, they were looking for a way
to differentiate themselves as a compa-
ny, so they came up with the idea as a
marketing tool. But then, they tried it
out and found it also was a very useful
application tool,” he says.

Wood-boring beetle concern
climbs with damage level

FTER FOUR YEARS of drought in California, awareness of wood-boring
beetles, and the damage they cause, is increasing.

There are more than 800 species of wood-infesting beetles known to exist in
California. These beetles can be classified into two major groups: (1) those that
infest both recently killed, injured, or cut trees with the bark intact, and recently
milled lumber prior to kiln drying, and (2) those that infest and reinfest only sea-

soned wood. Most species
are associated with dead
and dying trees; the beetles
that have a significant
impact on our wooden
structures, the wood-
destroying beetles, are in
the second category.

The most economically

fiio a2

McClintock’s firm, which manu-
facturers polymeric colorants for a
wide range of industrial uses, took
note of the company’s marketing-
gimmick-turned-practical-concept
and has since been expanding the
market for its’ product Blazon R
Spray Pattern Indicator.

Historically, Blazon has been used
by turf professionals to track treated
grass areas during pesticide applica-
tions. “By adding a liquid blue col-
orant to the spray tank, the applicator
can visually see which turf areas have
been sprayed. So he gets a more uni-
form, accurate application,” McClin-
tock explains. “This also helps him see
if he sprays off-target sites. Or, if he is
exposed to the material, he will have
blue colorant on himself and he can
wash it off immediately.

“So basically there are two advan-
tages — cost and safety,” he observes.
“You save money because you do the
job right the first time and don’t have
to retreat. Applications are also safer
because you can monitor personal
exposure and see immediately if you are
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spraying off-target areas or vegetation.”  th
These same advantages are applica- 1

OOD-DESTHD YING insect frass. From left o
right, anobiid, drywood termite, lyctid, and

important wood-destroying
beetles comprise three

(See Powderpost, Page.5) drywood termite. ble to termite pretreatments. Plus
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