
FLOwPER:  
Quick and easy 
headwater stream 
classification app

What is FLOwPER?
What’s in the name?  FLOwPER refers to flow 
permanence, or whether streams have water 
throughout the year.  FLOwPER is a app tool for 
Android devices that can be used to record the flow 
status of headwater streams and upload the data to 
a standardized database. 

Why would I want to use it?  Stream classifications 
have a host of implications for regulations that apply 
to land and water uses. Streamflow  classifications 
across the Nation are not up to date.  Data collected 
by FLOwPER will contribute to updating these 
classifications, understanding where streams are dry, 
so that we can begin to examine additional factors 
influencing flow. Users of the app contribute to 
updated information on where streams exist. 

Where can I get FLOwPER?  Development of 
FLOwPER is being supported by the Bureau of Land 
Management, Forest Service Pacific Northwest 
Research Station, and the U.S. Geological Survey.  It 
is available in three formats: Collector or Survey 123 
(ArcGIS), or the S1 Mobile Mapper for Android.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/pnw/projects/western-
oregon-stream-flow-permanence-flowper

What do I get from FLOwPER?  We are working 
across Federal and State agencies and private groups 
across the US to adopt FLOwPER on a long-term 
basis to measure, model, and map status and trends 
of flow permanence in the millions of miles of 
waters that lack formal instrumentation for tracking 
streamflow conditions. 

FLOwPER data entry interface

FLOwPER is easy to use in the field
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