
THE STEWARDSHIP MAPPING PROJECT
STEW-MAP

Do You Know Who Takes Care of the Local Environment?

The Stewardship Mapping and Assessment Project (STEW-MAP) is a framework for communities, 
governments, land management agencies, and nonprofits to create a partnership mapping tool.  
The interactive mapping tool identifies stewardships groups and provides information on: 

STEW-MAP can help you find out!

Organizational Data

Geographic Territory

Social Networks

The organizational characteristics of each 
group such as year founded, mission, 
primary work sites, services offered, etc.

The area of activity, or ‘stewardship turf,’ 
of each group, such as a park, forest 
patch, or watershed. 

A group’s social network helps understand 
organization connects and the structure and 
function of stewardship across the landscape.

Why Should You Create a STEW-MAP?

STEW-MAP is a visual representation of how and where stewardship groups are active 
in your area, which can help managers make informed decisions with stakeholders and 
stewards and improve conservation outcomes through coordination, collaboration, 
and shared resources across diverse ownerships and organizations.

STEW-MAP encourages shared stewardship!

Discover Partners
New partners can increase 
resources, capacity, 
diversity, and outreach.

Identify Gaps
Find and address resource 
gaps where fewer stewardship 
groups are present.

Support Agents of Change
Acknowledge the work of 
grassroots groups in 
vulnerable communites.



What Do You Need for STEW-MAP?

STEW-MAP can take different forms depending on your organization’s capacity, needs, interests, and 
geographic area. Your STEW-MAP team should include people who are good with coordination, data, 
and communication in order to collect, organize, and share the surveyed stewardship information.

Data and GIS Capability
Collect data, analyze data, 
GIS mapping, and organize 
social networks.

Project Coordination
Oversee implementation 
of the STEW-MAP project 
from start to finish.

Science Communication
Develop written reports, 
slide decks, maps, outreach 
materials, and graphics.

Consult with us to get started!
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What Are the Steps to STEW-MAP?

Build 
Shared 
Knowledge!

Learn who is engaging in 
stewardship near you and the 
extent of these connections.

Get on 
the Map!

All stewards can be included and 
recognized  in the STEW-MAP 
partnership mapping effort.

Share 
Stewardship 
in Action!

Better understand stewardship 
capacities, gaps, and networks in 
your place, and use this data to 
inform management approaches.

1. Discuss scope and build your team
Have a starting conversation with the STEW-MAP team 
about the scope and cost of your project. A one-year 
commitment and a project coordinator are suggested.

2. Compile your list of groups to survey
Identify stakeholders to provide lists of civic stewardships 
contacts to survey. You’ll need a method to store and 
organize all of this stewardship contact data.

3. Send out the survey
Finalize the questions for your stewardship survey and write 
a cover letter to encourage participation. Determine how you 
will send your survey—then send it out to your contact list!

4. Conduct survey outreach
Encourage your stewardship contacts to respond to the 
survey. There are many ways to do this such as local events, 
phone calls, newsletter highlights, or social media posts.

5.Clean and analyze data
After the survey has closed, organize and clean the collected 
data. Map the geographic and network data of respondants 
and begin to look for patterns and trends in stewardship.

6. Share results
Tell your stakeholders, survey respondants, and community 
members what you found in your stewardship data! The 
STEW-MAP team would love to display your map data too!


