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Urban Forestry Manual for Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands

A publication in collaboration with the University of Puerto Rico, Agricultural Sciences College

The new Urban Forestry Manual for Puerto Rico and U.S.
Virgin Islands was developed by the University of Puerto
Rico, Mayaguez Campus and its Agricultural Sciences
College with support from State and Private Forestry
at the International Institute of Tropical Forestry.
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The Manual was
presented at the
facilities of the Inter-
national Institute of
Tropical Forestry in
May 2019.
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The manual addresses important forestry topics in an understandable
language, suitable for all audiences. This new version substitutes the
previous one, launched back in 1998. This second edition aims to present
recent and comprehensive data on how to correctly address and manage
situations related to landscape and urban forestry in communities in

Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands.

Aerial view of the City of Caguas, PR., with its Botanical and Cultural
Garden in sight to the west. This garden is part of the many urban forestry
efforts of this Tree City USA.

The manual is available in
Spanish but will be available
soon in English as well.

To read the full manual and download it,
please go to the following link or scan
the QR code: https://www.uprm.edu/-
sea/manual-de-forestacion-urba-
na-de-puerto-rico/

Inside the manual there is infor-
mation about the benefits of
urban forests, the biology of
different trees and plants, appli-
cable regulations and permits,
how to evaluate and select
species for specific urban areas,
establishment and stewardship
of urban forests, species descrip-
tions, concepts on design and
urbanism, prevention and man-
agement before and after natu-
ral disasters, and a glossary of
terms related to biology, forestry
and urbanism, among others.

Manual de Forestacion
Urbana para Puerto Rico
e Islas Virgenes Americanas

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Act (RREA-USDA). This publicat
employer, and lender. Esta pul

List of collaborators for the manual:

1. Sally Gonzalez, Urban Forestry and
Landscaping Specialist in Puerto Rico
and the main author of the manual.

2. Edgardo Gonzalez, Urban Land-
scape Director.

3. Iris Magaly Zayaz, Urban Forestry
Specialist at USDA-FS in Atlanta GA.

4. Oscar Abelleira, PhD and Associate
Professor at the University of Puerto
Rico in Mayaguez.

5. Gloriselle Negrén, Public Health
Professor from the University of
Puerto Rico in Mayaguez.

6. José Juan Terrasa-Soler, ASLA-RLA
Marvel Architect.
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